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Sermon Series: 

 
The Great Physician wants you healed and whole. 

 

Last Week: Recovering from Death (Luke 8:49-56, 24:1-8)              
 

Today’s Sermon: 

Recovering From Poverty 
Key Passage: Mark 12:41-44 
 
Description of series: A topical series on the idea of Holy-Spirit led healing. 
 

Big Idea: Jesus heals us from poverty by correcting our understanding of it, and 
providing what we need most. 

 
Purpose of this guide  
The purpose is to help you become more familiar with the sermon passage in preparation for 
your group discussion. I open this guide and follow along with the sermon which is a big help in 
driving the sermon deeper into my being. The answers below give you direction in the 
discussion, but not all the answers. We want people to engage. Some of these questions are 
good training for inductive bible study. Others are more reflective and contemplative. You may 
find some group exercises to drive the group further into the sermon, or even to engage in a 
spiritual discipline. I also include sensitive questions at times to give people the opportunity to 
be real and authentic with themselves and others. I may even include prayers, or challenges to 
serve. Simply, I am aiming for the head, heart, and hands as we drive deeper into the sermon. 
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Opening Question: What are some of the far reaching effects of poverty? How has poverty 
effected you and/or your neighborhood? 
 
Discussion: What were some comments from the video interview that left an impression on 
you? 
 
Discussion: What were some takeways from today’s sermon that resonated with you? 
 
Today’s sermon will answer the question: How does Jesus heal us from poverty? 
There are three steps: 

• Step 1: He sees your need 

• Step 2: He clarifies your definition 

• Step 3: He provides what has real value 
 
Read Mark 12:41-44. 

I. STEP 1: HE SEES YOUR NEED 
 
What details from this passage highlights the point that Jesus sees the needs of those in 
poverty? 
There are a couple details in the text that really highlight this.   

1. First, Jesus is in the Court of the Women, part of the Temple Complex.  Scattered around 
that courtyard were wooden strong boxes with a funnel on top made out of metal. 
Those functioned as offering plates for faithful Jews coming into make financial offerings 
to the Lord. Mark says that Jesus “watched the crowd.” the word translated “watch” is 
one that meant “to observe something with focused attention at length, often with the 
implication that what is observed is something unusual.” This woman is getting 
undivided and focused attention from Jesus. 

2. The second detail in the text is that Mark tells us that this is a “poor widow.” you need 
to understand that culturally, there's a little bit of doublespeak going on there. In 1st 
century Palestine, the idea of a “rich widow” was practically unheard of! To be a widow 
was to be poor. So for Jesus to say that she is a “poor widow,” (twice!) indicates that 
this woman is very nearly destitute!  Jesus sees her and her need. 

 
What does the research from Compassion International reveal about those in poverty see 
themselves? 
Earlier I mentioned the research that Compassion International is doing on the source(s) of 
poverty.  One of the biggest ones that they have found is that those trapped in cycles of poverty 
have believed a lie that they have very little worth.  That they go unnoticed and unseen.  But 
Jesus sees where you lack.  That’s how he heals it.  And church, we could do a better job seeing 
it too! 
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How does Jesus heal YOU from poverty? 
A big part of the way that Jesus heals us from poverty is giving us the realization that he actually 
sees our need, our lack. So many of the horrible effects of poverty come from the fact that the 
poor often feel like nobody sees, nobody cares. The first step in healing you from poverty, be it 
a poverty of money, a poverty of time, or a poverty of relationship is for you to understand that 
Jesus sees your need! He sees the places where you lack and wants to heal you. 
 
Discussion: Describe a time when you were with people and completely ignored or your 
comments unnoticed. Or, describe your experience when you are recognized, and your 
comments are affirmed and valued. How did it make you feel about yourself or others? 
 
Discussion: What has been your experience with poverty?  
 

II. STEP 2: HE CLARIFIES YOUR DEFINITION 
 
How did the poor widow give more than the rich people, when she gave only a small 
amount?  

Jesus notes very carefully what the woman puts into the offering.  It’s “two very small 
copper coins.”  These were the smallest coins used in the Roman empire.  It was worth 1/64th 
of a day’s wage – about 8 minutes worth of work… but it’s all she has. 

The Twelve Disciples were generally impressed with the Temple, as were all the people 
who worshipped there, but Jesus makes a contrast between the “many rich people” and this 
“poor widow” and says that she put in MORE! She gave “all she had to live on.” 

What Jesus is doing here is changing and clarifying His disciples’ definition of true 
poverty.  He’s teaching them that some forms of poverty are actually avenues to “laying up 
treasure in Heaven.”   
 
How does God use poverty of money, time, and relationship to heal us? 

• God uses poverty of money to heal us . . . from the delusion that we don’t need Him.  

• God uses a poverty of time to heal us . . . from the effects of trying to pretend we are 
not mortal.   

• God uses a poverty of relationship to heal us . . . from the misconception that we don’t 
need each other! 

  
Discussion: How has God used the poverty of (fill in the blank) to heal you? 
 
How does Jesus clarify the definition of poverty? 

Jesus says that the one who trusts in his own wealth to protect him from the common 
fate of all mankind and who believes that he/she is sufficient unto themselves, Jesus says that 
THAT person is poor.  He clarifies the definition and that perspective tweak continues the 
healing.   
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For Further Bible Study 
 
Read 12:38-40. 
Discussion: How do the teachers of the law contrast with the widow. What were their motives? 
What was their relationship with widows? 
 
Read 12:28-31 
Discussion: What does this passage reveal about the wealthy, the teachers of the law, and the 
widow? How did each fulfill/fail the greatest commandments? 

 

III. STEP 3: HE PROVIDES WHAT HAS REAL VALUE 
What are some misconceptions about health and wealth? 
This is what the “health and wealth” preachers get wrong.  They assume that giving big bucks is 
the pathway to having more.  It’s not . . . the NT standard is generosity.  If you get out of debt, 
you’ll be able to give in a profound way.  But that’s not the lesson here.  That’s not how God 
heals you from poverty.   
 
What is required of us in this journey of healing? 

God doesn’t count money, he counts sacrifice/trust.  The widow’s gift was accounted as 
greater because it showed the deepest sacrifice and the greatest dependence on God as 
provider.  Part of the way that God heals us from poverty is leading us into a journey of trusting 
Him more.  
 
How does God heal you from poverty? 

The way that he does it to provide what has real value – as you learn to surrender 
everything to Him – yes, your money, but also your time and your relationships – as you 
surrender everything to him, He provides you a with a pervasive sense of His approval and His 
presence.   
 

Big Idea: Jesus heals us from poverty by correcting our understanding of it, and 
providing what we need most. 

Reflection: What do you need most today? Maybe you have a poverty of money and need God 
to provide.  Maybe you have a poverty of time and need rest.  Maybe you have a poverty of 
relationship and need a friend.  Bring those to Jesus by writing or saying a prayer. 
 
Share: If you know of someone who is interested in tackling their budget, pay off debt, making 
their money work for them, and live generously, please consider sharing with them the 
opportunity to join our Financial Peace Class with a 14-day free trial by registering at 
chapelrock.org/events.  
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Next Week 
Healing from Technology 
Gen. 11:1-9; Mt. 7:24-27  
 


