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Sermon Series: 

 
Description of series: An expository series on the Servant Songs in Isaiah 

Only the most extravagant expression can truly explain God’s redemptive work. 
 

Last Week: A Song of Transformation (Isaiah 43:18-19)              
 

Today’s Sermon: 

A Song For An Inevitable Future 
Key Passage: Isaiah 44:25-45:25 
 
 

Big Idea: When God wants to do something, it gets done!   

 
 

Purpose of this guide  
The purpose is to help you become more familiar with the sermon passage in preparation for 
your group discussion. I open this guide and follow along with the sermon which is a big help in 
driving the sermon deeper into my being. The answers below give you direction in the 
discussion, but not all the answers. We want people to engage. Some of these questions are 
good training for inductive bible study. Others are more reflective and contemplative. You may 
find some group exercises to drive the group further into the sermon, or even to engage in a 
spiritual discipline. I also include sensitive questions at times to give people the opportunity to 
be real and authentic with themselves and others. I may even include prayers, or challenges to 
serve. Simply, I am aiming for the head, heart, and hands as we drive deeper into the sermon. 

 

Sermon Series Summary: We’ve been in a series through the Servant Songs in Isaiah called 
The Rhapsody of Redemption.  We’re looking at these passages at the end of Isaiah that 
describe God’s actions in the past to redeem the future in such a powerful way that it forms a 
huge musical, artistic rhapsody!   
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Opening Question: Describe a particular decision in your life when you were intentionally 
seeking and asking God to reveal His will. What steps did you take? 
 
From God’s perspective, there are three reasons why the future is inevitable as He intends it to 
be: 

1. HE WRITES THE SCRIPT 
2. HE PRODUCES THE SET 
3. HE DIRECTS THE CAST 

 
Read Isaiah 44:24-45:25. 
 
Discussion: What were some take-aways from today’s sermon that resonated with you? 
 

Excursus: Five Facets of the Will of God 
 
1. God’s Redemptive Will – This is God’s desire to redeem the universe and restore it 

to what it was before the Fall (or even better).  When we pray for someone to get 
saved, we are appealing to this aspect of God’s will, as God wants everyone to be 
saved (2 Peter 3:9 says that God “is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, 

but everyone to come to repentance.”).   
2. God’s Sovereign Will – This is God’s ability to run the universe.  It’s also the big one 

for Calvinists.  I listed it second here because (to me) it seems to function in a 
subordinate way to God’s redemptive will.  We believe that God is sovereign – he 
rules over the universe.  Because of the sovereign will of God, the Earth keeps 
spinning on axis in orbit around the Sun and history moves toward its appointed 
end.  But, God has free will, and can choose WHEN to impose his sovereignty in our 
lives.  More on that in a bit. 

3. God’s Permissive Will – This is what God allows.  The existence of sin, death, abuse, 
war, racism, etc., all of those things fall under this aspect of God’s will because we 
live in a fallen world.  God allows these things to continue because humans continue 
to choose them.  It would be similar to a parent letting a stubborn child eat too 
much candy – knowing the child will get a belly ache – and allowing them to have 
the short-term pleasure and the longer-term pain that accompanies it.   

4. God’s Moral Will – this is the ethical part of God’s will.  God wants us all to be holy 
/ moral people because He is holy (in Matthew 5:48, Jesus says, “Be perfect, 

therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”).  This is what underlies the 10 
Commandments and the ethical teaching of the New Testament.  

5. God’s Specific Will – this is when God’s Sovereign will and His Redemptive will 
come together. This is when God has a specific part for someone to play in His plan 
to redeem the world and moves them into it.  This aspect of God’s will is selective & 
specific and doesn’t define EVERY moment or choice in our lives.  This seems to be 
reserved for special turning points in History. 
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Discussion: Which of these 5 facets of God’s will do you find more difficult to embrace over 
the others? 
 

I. HE WRITES THE SCRIPT 
 
How did God as the Writer of human history script what was about to happen to 
Israel/Judah? 

One of the most important jobs in getting a movie made is making sure you have a good 
writer.  The writer is responsible for creating the script, but generally their responsibilities go 
much further than that – they are often the ones responsible for mapping out the story the 
movie will tell. 

God is very clear about what IS going to happen.  In fact, in this chapter there are over 
45 future tense verbs!  This is GOING TO HAPPEN.  Isaiah was written around 700 BC: Because 
of Israel’s sin, because they rejected the covenant God made with Moses, God would send 
Judah into Exile through the judgment exacted on them by Babylon in 586 BC.  In 538 BC, the 
Medo-Persian empire would rise up, conquer Babylon, and after few more years, Israel will be 
sent home by Cyrus of Persia.  This is all written down over 150 years before it happened!   
 

In Hollywood, if the producer has hired a writer to write the script, the 
producer can ask for rewrites, or even opt to bring in other writers if they 

don't feel the script is working. This happens quite a lot in Hollywood.  But it 
doesn’t happen with God – there are no other writers, but He allows the 

actors quite a lot of freedom to improvise their lines. 

Discussion: “He allows the actors quite a lot of freedom to improvise their lines.” How does 
this affect your confidence in making life decisions? 
 

II. HE PRODUCES THE SET 
 
How does today’s passage portray God as the Producer? 

When a studio is making a movie, they can’t do it without a Producer. The producer is 
essentially in charge of making the film happen, they may even be responsible for hiring the 
Director and Writer. Once the production is underway, the producer will be in charge of 
coordinating the shoot and be responsible for acquiring anything the production needs for the 
film to happen (cameras, locations, props etc). 

The Producer is the one who makes all the “stuff” come together to make the movie.  
This text very clearly paints God as Creator and only God.  He is the ONE solely responsible for 
producing this grand narrative of redemption. 
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How is God unlike other producers? How did the illustration with Tyler Perry help prove the 
point? 

One of the greatest rags-to-riches stories in history is that of award-winning 
writer/producer/director Tyler Perry.  From living out of his car to becoming a billionaire studio 
owner, Perry’s work has made him one of the most influential people in show business.  From 
his 1999 breakout role as Madea in his stage play “I Can Do Bad All By Myself,” to his shows 
House of Payne and Acrimony, Perry has been the sole writer for nearly every film and TV show 
he’s put out in the last 15 years. He’s also directed the majority of his projects.  Even with this 
legendary work ethic, he knows he needs to bring others alongside him to help. 

On the other hand, God is telling Israel, as well as Cyrus and the other nations of ancient 
world, “I don’t need any help.  I can write the story, because I’m the one who creates the 
setting!”   

Over and over again through this passage, there is an appeal to God as Creator. 
 

 “This is God’s universe, and God does things his way. You may have a better 
way, but you don’t have a universe.”  -J. Vernon McGee 

Discussion: In the above quote, J. Vernon McGee makes several points through his use of 
some sarcastic wit. What does he communicate through his statement? What do you agree or 
disagree with? How would you rephrase his statement to bring about greater clarity? 
 

III. HE DIRECTS THE CAST 
 
How does today’s passage portray God as the Director? 

God is the one who directs the cast of History.  In a movie, The Director is responsible 
for making the script a reality, he/she is basically in charge of the creative decisions on the 
project. During pre-production the Director will cast actors and may make changes to the script 
to suit his/her own personal vision. 

God calls Cyrus to serve Him, even giving him the title “messiah” (lowercase “m” for 
those of you taking notes), though Cyrus does not serve God exclusively.  He was a polytheist – 
he would have no problem believing that Yahweh was a real God, but the idea that Yahweh had 
a right to be worshipped exclusively, that Yahweh had a claim on Cyrus’ life, and that Marduk or 
Ahura Mazda were not even real would have been totally foreign to Cyrus.   

Part of the message of this text is that God is asserting His right to rule those who reject 
his authority!  This is one of the deepest teachings of Scripture: that – without limiting free will 
– God can use messed up, broken and rebellious creatures for His own glory and to advance His 
redemptive work.   
 
Read Isaiah 45:7. What makes this passage difficult? What is redemptive about disaster? 
That line in Isaiah 45:7 about “bringing prosperity and creating disaster” is so difficult.  We have 
to realize that as the Writer of the Script, the Producer of the Set, and the Director of the Cast 
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that God has the authority to do this.  We don’t have a problem with God sending blessings, but 
if God wants to send/allow difficulty to come into our lives, there’s really not much we can do 
about it.  Rather than pray for Him to end it (or get mad at Him when he doesn’t do things OUR 
way), instead, we should pray to understand what He wants us to learn.  If the pain will end 
once we learn the lesson, it’s probably in our best interest to learn it as quick as possible.  He is 
God, and you are not.  He is working things out for His glory and YOUR redemption.  It’s 
inevitable.   
 
Discussion/Reflection/Journal 
Fill in the blanks: I am going through (name difficulty) in my life right now, and I am learning 
______________________. 
If you have yet to learn anything from your difficulty, process through it by asking God in 
prayer, or journal your request to God to show you. There is no need to rush, even if you are 
sitting in silence for a few moments. Meditate on today’s message on how God is the Writer, 
Producer, and Director. Know that He is God in your stillness. (Psalm 46:10) Even if nothing 
comes to mind, continue to invite God into the process. His lessons and revealed will often 
occur over time.  
 
How is God not only the Writer, Producer, and Director, but also a character in the story? 

God . . .  is not merely a character in the story – He is the writer, producer, and director 
of it!  But there have also been many, many times that he has stepped on to the set, as an 
actor, to make sure that the story follows the Script He has laid out; most notably in the person 
of Jesus of Nazareth – God in the flesh who died on the Cross, in your place, for your sin.   

His death and resurrection were inevitable, because God wanted it to happen.  God 
wanted it to happen, because as we said earlier – He is not willing that any should perish, but 
that ALL should come to eternal life!  God wanted YOU to be part of His story forever, and so He 
gave his only begotten Son so that you might have eternal life in Heaven.  He might have put 
you through hell and high water to get you here, but He’s brought you to this place, and He’s 
calling you today to join the cast.  

 
 

Big Idea: When God wants to do something, it gets done!   

 
Next Week: A Song of Judgment (Isaiah 46)  
 
 
 

Interested in discussing the sermon as part of a group? 
Contact Adult Discipleship Pastor Jason Scott by clicking here. 

 

mailto:jscott@chapelrock.org?subject=Sermon%20Discussion%20Group

