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LENSES, Various                                                                                    Chapel Rock Christian Church, 01/16/2022 

THE RACE LENS 
Participants Handout 

 

 

 

1: THERE’S JUST ONE RACE 
Read Genesis 1:26-27; Genesis 12:1-3. What do we come to know about God’s concept of race and His particular plan? 

 

 

 

2: AND IT’S NOT HOW I GROUP PEOPLE 
Read 1 Samuel 16:7; Matthew 22:15-16. On what basis are people miscategorized? How does God group people? 

 

 

 

Pastor Casey made reference to Charles Darwin’s original title of his book On the Origin of Species by Means of 

Natural Selection, or the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life. What point was Casey trying to 

make? 

 

Big Idea:  Helping our community share God’s view on race is 

 essential to ending the scourge of racism. 

Book Recommendations 

Divided By Faith by Dr. Michael Emerson and Christian Smith.   

United by Faith by Dr. Michael Emerson 

Fault Lines by Dr. Voddie Baucham  
 

Sermon Preview 

The unified witness of Scripture (remember, that’s the Master Lens) is that God created ethnicity and designed 

it into our genetic code from Creation.  The Human race was always intended to be ethnically diverse, and that 

diversity will be present in Heaven.  For that reason, it is wrong to use race as a means of dividing people.  We need to 

realize that race problems exist (and have come into being) because we don’t see/treat race like God does.  We need to 

adopt His view and help our community see it too.  Big Idea: Helping our community share God’s view on race is 

essential to ending the scourge of racism.  

So how Does God see Race?  If we were to sit down at Jesus’ feet, like Mary did, and ask, “Jesus, tell us how 

YOU understand the issue of race.”  What would he say?  Well, Jesus has a perspective that we don’t, because he’s all-

knowing.  He can offer a “full-spectrum view” on race.  When you think of the full spectrum of light waves, there’s all 

the colors of the rainbow, and then there’s light that we can’t even see!  But Jesus can.  So I think he’d give us a “full-

spectrum answer,” has 5 parts: 

1: THERE’S JUST ONE RACE 

2: AND IT’S NOT HOW I GROUP PEOPLE 

3: BECAUSE MY DESIGN IS DIVERSE 

4: AND TWISTING IT LEADS TO PAIN & SHAME 

5: BUT THE GROUND AT THE CROSS IS LEVEL 
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3: BECAUSE MY DESIGN IS DIVERSE 
How do we know God’s original design for the human race was to be diverse? 

 

 

Read Galatians 3:26-29. How does this passage address the corrupt version of race many people have today? 

 

 

Read Revelation 7:9-12. How do you see diversity represented in this passage? 

 

 

4: AND TWISTING IT LEADS TO PAIN & SHAME 
Read Isaiah 56:1-3, 6-8. How does God view worship in terms of race? 

 

 

Why did Jesus clear the temple with such force in Matthew 21:12-13? 

 

Application: No distinction on an ethnic/racial level should ever be used to shame someone different than you.  The 
moment you do that, even for the cause of (and especially in the name of) “justice,” you have left the path of 
righteousness and are corrupting something God created for His glory.  The Bible calls that sin. 
 

5: BUT THE GROUND AT THE CROSS IS LEVEL 
Read Ephesians 2:13-20. What was Paul point in this passage in describing the difference between the Gentiles and 

Jews?  

 

 

What are we to do when we see people being treated unfairly? What are some questions we can ask? 

 

 

 

Group Engagement Questions (after sermon) 
Icebreaker Question: How would you describe your own race and/or ethnicity? How did your family come to make their 

way to the US? Do you know the reasons? 

Group Question: What were some points from the sermon that made an impact or challenged you the most? What 

phrases, points, quotes or illustrations resonated with you and why? 
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Group Question: One way to help our community see that there is just one race would be to ask, “How many races do 

you think there are?  And what if I could give you a better way to understand that issue?”  How would you explain it in 

your own words? What kind of response do you think you would get? How could our respond to them? 

 

Group Question: What was your reaction upon hearing the original title to Darwin’s book, On the Origin of Species by 

Means of Natural Selection, or the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life. Based on the title, what is 

Darwin arguing for? How does this run counter to God’s view of people? 

Group Question: What is the purpose of diversity from a Christian worldview? How might someone without a Christian 

worldview respond? 

Group Question: How have you experienced pain/shame based on your outward appearance? Based on your race? 

the roots of racism are found in the abuse of social power and location of the dominant group as, 

consciously and unconsciously, defining the value of certain human groups, categorized by race, by 

comparing them to the dominant group as the norm. In this way all other groups are judged based on 

the dominant group’s norm; thus, groups that do not fit the norm imposed by the dominant group are 

deemed inferior. Interpretations of history and current practices show that some groups have had, 

and still have, unequal power in the decision-making process. For this reason, every decision made by 

the dominant group enhances, legitimizes, and reinforces their own norm, and in this case their 

categorical distribution of human groups by race disenfranchises, minimizes, and devaluates groups 

that do not fit the norm and/or are not part of the dominant group. Furthermore, the assumptions of 

the dominant group are not only false and morally pernicious; in a devastating way its evil 

manifestations also affect the identity and self-understanding of those who are considered inferior. 

Kevin J. Vanhoozer et al., eds., Dictionary for Theological Interpretation of the Bible 

Group Question: In what ways might you be tempted to view others from a different race as inferior? Why? What has 

been helpful to you in shattering unfair stereotypes? How does inferiority affects a persons understanding of 

themselves? 

 
Question for this week: We need to be asking our community, “What would be different if there was no racism?” and 
then we need to listen.  Because without even realizing it, in answering that question, they will tell you about their pain.  
They will tell you about their shame. 
 

Question for this week: We need to be asking our community, “How can we make this right? And what if I had a 

solution that didn’t depend on compounding injustice?”  The justice of God has been accomplished on the Cross.  It’s up 

to us to live like it.  

Next Week January 23 

Sermon Title: The Family Lens  
Read ahead: Matthew 12:46-50; Luke 14:25-27 

 
Interested in discussing the sermon as part of a group? 

Contact Adult Discipleship Pastor Jason Scott: jscott@chapelrock.org. 
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