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Participant’s Handout 

YOU OVERCOME INERTIA WITH A PLAN (v. 4) 
What problem existed among the seven remaining tribes? 

 

 

 

 

YOU ATTACK FEAR WITH FAITH (v. 6)  
Read Joshua 18:6. Why did Joshua feel the need to cast lots? 

 

 

 

 

 

BIG IDEA: You need to believe God when he tells you how to thrive. 

Sermon Preview 

Several weeks ago, we started a series where we’re looking at the people of Israel’s experience 

coming out of slavery and entering the Promised Land.  That period of sacred history parallels some of the 

steps we need to take in switching out of survival mode into thrive mode. The final step in that process 

we’re looking at today is that you need to believe God enough to act on His directives to thrive. 

Have you ever met anyone that acted like they just owned the world? No matter where they were 

or what they were doing, they expressed a confidence in themselves and their place in the world that made 

you envious and a little bit perturbed all at the same time?  

The final aspect of thriving is that God calls his people to believe Him enough to enjoy the victories 

He has won for us!  Our text for today is one of the many examples in Scripture of this idea. Chapter 16 and 

17 record the division of the Land east of the Jordan. The rest of chapter 18 and 19 record the division of 

the Land west of the Jordan.  But here in the middle of these passages, Joshua has to deal with a problem - 

you look for it…Read Joshua 18:1-10 

Did you hear it? Did you see it? These people had been given land by God. He had been victorious in 

battle, but they were just hanging out in the camp, not going out and appropriating the land for 

themselves. They had been captured by a kind of unholy inertia. As I said earlier, I’m concerned that we 

have been failing in this area too! 

So how do we conquer our own spiritual inertia and experience all the thriving in Christ he intends 

us to have?  I think this text offers three battle strategies to help us believe God enough to take what's 

ours...  
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My mentor in Montana was a guy named Bill Putman. He told me, "Casey, you can only 
minister from two places - you serve out of places of strengths or weaknesses, and out of 

places of fear or faith. He told me that the key was not to turn my weakness into strengths, 
but to partner with people who were strong where I was weak, and to attack my fears by 

relying on the faithfulness of God.  

 

What bridges the gap between my position in Christ, and my experience in Christ? 

 

 

 

 

YOU DESTROY APPREHENSION WITH APPROPRIATION (v. 10) 
What are the resources available to us in reading Galatians 4:3-7? 

 

 

 

 

What are the differences in faith between the tribes? 

 

 

 

 

 

Read Joshua 17:17-18; 18:3; 2 Corinthians 12:9. What do we learn from these passages about strength? 
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Group Engagement Questions (after sermon) 
Icebreaker: How was today’s tip on thriving helpful to you? Or, what are some things you are looking forward 

to this Thanksgiving week? Is there someone you need to say, “I am thankful for you because …”? 

Group Question: What were some points from the sermon that made an impact or challenged you the most? 

What phrases, points, quotes or illustrations resonated with you and why? 

Group Question: In what ways have you grown complacent in your faith?  

 

Group Question: Joshua asks them a very critical question: How Long?  Today, the church needs to hear the 

same question that Joshua asked. The “how long” question is designed to make them aware of their inertia so 

they can do something about it. As the group leader reads the following, which question most resonates with 

you and why? 

• How long will we squabble over worship styles, and concerns about a building, before we 
realize that the church is not a building or an expression of worship, but a people purchased by 
God for His Glory? 

• How long will we go on investing in things and toys that will one day all burn and stubbornly 
refuse to invest in our inheritance in Heaven? 

• How long will we be content to watch our community and our culture blindly race down the 
road to Hell while we hide in here? 

• How long will we enjoy all the blessings of this great land, ignorant of and ungrateful to the One 
who bestowed each of them on us? 

• How long will we harden our hearts to the needs of the broken and wounded sitting among us 
this morning - how long until we reach out in Christ-like love and acceptance and humble 
ourselves and serve one another? 

• How long will we pretend to have it all together, before we admit our need for Christ and each 
other, and take off the mask and be real? 

• How long will you live below the level of your privilege in Christ? 
 

Group Question: “God knew that the people could do what was required, but they didn't have enough faith, 

they were too afraid to believe God enough to take what was theirs.” What have you experienced this last 

week that you think God is calling you to do, but you have doubts that are keeping you from moving forward? 

Group Question: “There are few who realize what possibilities are locked up within them until some necessity 

compels them to attempt something they have always considered impossible.” What might that be for you? 

What could you do to “survey the land” (v.4)? 
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Group Question: “It is in the act of admitting our need, our weakness, that we appropriate the strength of 

God's mighty power into our lives.” What area in your life do you need to acknowledge your need or 

weakness? What might this look like in your relationship to God, God’s family (the church), home life, and/or 

out into the world (friends, community, work, activities)? What destructive habits are you battling that you 

need to appropriate God’s strength? 

The late Dr. F. B. Meyer recounted how he learned the royal secret of appropriation. He was 
addressing a large gathering of children who became increasingly unruly. He found his 

patience rapidly ebbing out and knew that he was about to lose his temper, over which he 
had never fully reigned. He was ashamed of his failure but was unable to do any thing about 

it. In his extremity he cried in his heart, "Thy patience, Lord!" Immediately it seemed as 
though a lump of the cooling patience of Christ dropped into his heart. All anger and 

annoyance completely died and he was able to bring the meeting to a blessed conclusion. 

 

Group Exercise: Apply the above principle to the battles you fight to thrive. Give your group a few moments to 

think about their particular battle, and how they would complete this sentence “Your _______________, 

Lord”. (example: if lonely, “Your presence, Lord”, if afraid, “Your courage, Lord”, if critical, “Your love, Lord”, if 

pride, “Your humility, Lord’, etc., etc.) Have each person share as the Lord leads. [Don’t put anyone on the 

spot to share if they are not comfortable.] 

 

Group Exercise: As a group, read Joshua 18:1-10 again. With Bibles closed, have someone retell the story in 

their own words. Then when the storyteller is done, have the group rebuild the story to include any missing 

details. Have the group provide any application points from the story/sermon in their own words, and ask how 

they could personally apply them.  

 

Scripture to remember this week: 

2 Corinthians 12:9–10 (NIV) 
9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I 

will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for 

Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am 

weak, then I am strong. 

 

Next Week: Concert of Gratitude 

Various Scriptures 

 

 


