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Participant’s Handout 

Big Idea: At the heart of the gospel is the resurrection,  

and it is only our certainty of that hope that allows us to stand firm in a messy world. 
Context of the Today’s Passage 

We’re finishing our series through 1 Corinthians called “Messy Church” today.  Over the last 

couple months, we’ve been studying this letter from Paul to the church at Corinth.  This church was 

A MESS!  People’s sexual ethics were a disaster, they were arguing about which teacher was the 

best, they were suing each other and fighting about who’s spiritual gift was more important; and 

half the time, their church meetings did more harm than good!  It was a MESS!  And into the 

middle of that mess, God just keeps dumping grace.   

Up to this point in the letter, Paul has been dealing with very specific situations and 

addressing issues that the church was dealing with.  It seems like as he draws to a close, there’s 

one more issue that the church was struggling with that he needs to address, but he uses it to 

zoom out and look at the big picture.  The church at Corinth was struggling, it seems, from some 

false teaching that either the resurrection wasn’t going to happen, or that it would just be spiritual, 

not a bodily resurrection. 

Paul is going to debunk both claims – partly because they’re not true, but mainly because 

those false teachings were a threat to the certainty of their hope! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I. CERTAIN THAT JESUS ROSE 
Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-11.  How do we know that Paul didn’t invent the message of the 

resurrection? Why did Paul consider himself the “least of the apostles” and undeserving to 

be called so? What do we know about Paul before meeting Jesus? 
 

 

 

Why did Christianity arise, and why did it take the shape it did? The early Christians themselves reply: 

“We exist because of Jesus' resurrection.”  There is no evidence for a form of early Christianity in 

which the resurrection was not a central belief. Nor was this belief, as it were, bolted on to 

Christianity at the edge. It was the central driving force, informing the whole movement. -N.T. Wright 

Sermon Preview 

Two statements at the beginning and end of the chapter really provide the lens through 

which we view the whole thing. Stand firm!  What Paul is saying is our BIG IDEA: At the heart of the 

gospel is the resurrection, and it is only our certainty of that hope that allows us to stand firm in a 

messy world. 

The question before us today, the answer to which gives us the most hope in a messy world 

is: Are we certain of the Resurrection?  Before you can answer that about us . . . we need to answer 

that about Jesus.  Paul gives 3 certainties… 

1. CERTAIN THAT JESUS ROSE 

2. CERTAIN THAT THE CHURCH WILL RISE 

3. CERTAIN THAT I WILL RISE 



Messy Hope, 1 Corinthians 15:1-58                                                                        Chapel Rock Christian Church, September 19, 2021 

MESSY HOPE 

2 
 

What does the preceding quote by N.T. Wright reveal to be essential for Christianity? What 

does it prove about Jesus, and what He says? 
 

II. CERTAIN THAT THE CHURCH WILL RISE 
Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-28. What word do we see in such high concentration in this 

chapter? Why is it important? What can the church expect to happen to them? 
 

What will happen beyond that great day when we rise to meet Jesus? 
 

 

How should this certainty change your response to others when you are wronged or given a 

hard time for living an authentic Christian life? 
 

III. CERTAIN THAT I WILL RISE 
Read 1 Corinthians 15:50-58. What is being described?  
 

Group Engagement Questions (after sermon) 
Icebreaker Question: Upon your death, what do you want people to remember about your life? 

Group Question: What were some points from the sermon that made an impact or challenged 

you the most? What phrases, points, or illustrations resonated with you and why? 

 

Group Exercise: In reading vv. 12-20, what would be some consequences if there was no 

resurrection? What is Paul’s great ambition (read Philippians 3:10-11)? How can he be so sure? 

(read Acts 9:1-20).  

Group question: Your certainty allows you to give second chances to people that don’t deserve 

them… to show grace. Who is it in your life that you struggle to give second chances to? Why? 

What would be the best display of grace you could show towards them? 

Group Prayer: Who has wronged you or gives you a hard time for living out your Christian faith? 

How can you pray for that person as a group?  

Group Question: In light of this passage, what work of the Lord could you give yourself more fully 

to? In what ways has your “labor in the Lord” felt like it was in vain?  

Group Question: Read 1 Corinthians 15:35-44. In what ways could this passage be an assurance 

or encouragement? 
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Application: When you are certain of your own resurrection in an imperishable body it gives you 
the ability to look death right in the eyes without flinching. . . a true follower of Jesus can look 
death in the eye and say “bring it on!” If you’re here today and you can’t do that, then I am 
pleading with you to believe this good news and surrender your life to Jesus!  Come forward 
towards the end of service at invitation time, or talk to your group/class leader, post a message in 
the chat, or contact Pastor Casey: cscott@chapelrock.org.  
 

Group Questions: When we are certain of our own resurrection, it gives us the courage to 

embrace the life of grace.  

o You can love and serve God with reckless abandon. Who in your life is needing the love that 

requires sacrifice and help? Who is the person that you have kept at a distance? Take a few 

moments to ask the Lord in prayer for the “who” and “what”. 

o You can practice unbelievable levels of forgiveness and generosity. Who in your life do you 

need to extend unbelievable levels of forgiveness? In what ways can you be more generous with 

your time, talent, and/or treasure? 

o You might find yourself serving alongside friends who become family. Who in your life 

group, class, or friends at the church can you serve alongside? Have the group share the ways they 

serve, and consider joining them the next time they do so. Ask them if you can come along. 

Next Week: New series called Hello, My Name is Joe based on the life of Joseph.  

Read ahead: Genesis 37:1-36.  

Interested in discussing the sermon as part of a group?   

Contact Adult Discipleship Pastor Jason Scott: jscott@chapelrock.org. 
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