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Participant’s Handout 

Read Luke 18:9-14. 

Examine The Text 

What do we come to know about those Jesus was speaking to? How did they perceive others? (verse 9) 

 

Read Luke 18:10-11. What do we come to know about the Pharisee and how he views all others? (try 

looking at various English Bible translations and notice the differences) 

 

 

Read Luke 18:12. Why did Jesus include this small detail? How would other Pharisees responded to this? 

 

Read Luke 18:13. How is the tax collector contrasted with the Pharisee? What do his actions communicate? 
 

 

Big Idea:  If you had only one prayer to pray, humble yourself and ask for mercy... 
 then live a life of holy humility. 

Sermon Preview 

We’re starting a new sermon series today called “Parallel Worlds.”  For the next 7 weeks, we are 
going to be learning from the parables of Jesus in Luke’s gospel.  The parables play a unique role in Jesus’ 
teaching.   

C. H. Dodd said: “The parable is a metaphor or simile drawn from nature or common life, arresting 
the hearer by its vividness or strangeness, and leaving the mind in sufficient doubt about its precise 
application to tease it into active thought.” 
The purpose of Jesus’ parables is to reveal truth to those with eyes to see and conceal truth from the 
spiritually blind.  They comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable.  These are subversive stories. 

In some ways, Jesus’ parables present an alternate reality – kinda like a parallel world in the 
Twilight Zone, or the Multiverse in the MCU.  It is reality as God sees it, which is why sometimes the 
parables seem so strange to us.  The one we are looking at today in Luke 18. 

When we get to verse 14, we find the word “humble”, and it is connected to the idea of being 
unpretentious. Luke tells us that when Jesus told this parable, he told it to those who were mistakenly, 
tragically confident that God was impressed with their religious resume. We could walk out of here and 
think: “Oh, okay, I have to be humble.”  My guess is that we all know that this is easier said than done.   

The essence of humility is not to think less of yourself, but to think of yourself less.  The very 
nature of Christian humility, the same issue today’s parable is raising, is the kind of life that exalts God.  I 
think the message of this parable is that we do this in two ways. 

1. EXALT GOD WITH A HOLY LIFE 

2. EXALT GOD WITH A HUMBLE HEART 
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Read Luke 18:14. Why is one justified and the other not? What is the end result? What do we come to know 

about the word “humble”? 

 

 

The very nature of Christian humility, the same issue this parable is raising, is the kind of life that exalts God.  I 
think the message of this parable is that we do this two ways. 
 

I. EXALT GOD WITH A HOLY LIFE 
How have the Pharisees been commonly mischaracterized? 

 

 

What did the Pharisee’s prayer reveal about himself? What problem was revealed in his prayer? 
 

 

 

How does Jesus subvert our expectations about the tax collector? 

 

 

II. EXALT GOD WITH A HUMBLE HEART 
Why was the tax collector by himself? 

 

What was the going on at the time the tax collector exclaimed, “God, have mercy on me – a sinner!”  How 

does verse 10 and Acts 3 give us a clue? 

 

 

 

What was Jesus’ point, and what can we practice in our own prayers? 

 

 

Why was the tax collector justified and not the pharisee? 
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Group Engagement Questions (after sermon) 

Icebreaker Question: How would you define humility? Who in your life has been a picture of humbleness? Or, 

if you only had one prayer, what would you ask for? 

Group Question: What were some points from the sermon that made an impact or challenged you the most? 

What phrases, points, quotes or illustrations resonated with you and why? 

Group Discussion: How do you understand, “the essence of humility is not to think less of yourself, but to 

think of yourself less”? What’s the difference? 

Group Discussion: What is the difference between exalting God versus exalting yourself? Can you give an 

example? What are some motivations behind exalting yourself? How often do you think, “I am doing this to 

glorify God?” 

Group Discussion: How do you exalt God in your life?  

Group Discussion: What areas in your life are you pleading for God’s mercy? When have you experienced 

God’s mercy that you are thankful for? 

Group Discussion: How does our pride keep us from asking for God’s mercy? What must we recognize first? 

“He (the Pharisee) was judged inferior to a humble man and a sinner because in his self-

exaltation he did not await the judgment of God but pronounced it himself.” -Basil the Great 

Group Exercise: Read the preceding quote. Take a few moments for your group, with eyes closed, to spend 

time quietly reflecting on the tax collector, his position in life in relationship to others, and his humble prayer. 

Ask them to think about how their lives overlap with that of the tax collector. Pray that God would reveal 

those overlaps, and reveal their need for God’s great mercy. Pause for a few moments. Close by thanking the 

Lord for His mercy, and the love He has shown us through His Son Jesus Christ. 

Group Discussion: How would you summarize the passage? Have someone re-tell the passage without looking 

at their Bible, then have the rest of the group fill in the gaps. 

Group Discussion: What is one thing you could share with someone this week? 

Group Discussion: How can you specifically put into practice exalting God with a holy life and a humble heart? 

 
Next Week July 10 

Sermon Title: One Eye On Heaven 
Read ahead: Luke 16:19-31 

 

 


