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Participant’s Handout 

Sermon Preview  
“Mega” which come from Greek meaning “great or big.” In Latin, “meta” was a noun that refers to the 

end or point of a cone, but eventually the meaning became a euphemism for “goal, end point.”   
The point is that my sermon title today, Mega→ Meta leans on these two ancient languages to help us 

understand what Jesus is calling his church to focus on as we ask Him to splice our DNA back to what he 
desires; and to unmutate us from areas where we’ve moved away from replicating His life. 

For a long time, the church in the West has used a set of metrics that are pretty focused on the 
physical. But I believe that Jesus is in a process of getting us to stop thinking like that.  He would have us think 
more in terms of the GOAL, or impact of our church in our community, rather than just how big it is (or isn’t).   

Here’s our BIG IDEA: Jesus’ metrics for His Church should determine our methods.  In other words, 
when we ask, “What did Jesus value (and therefore, what does He measure)?” that will determine what we 
do.  The New Testament makes it clear that while Jesus does want more and better disciples, it’s not in that 
order!   

When you really spend some time in the text, you see that Jesus always – and I mean ALWAYS – values 
“better” over “more.”  The cool thing is, when you focus on what Jesus values (the meta – the goal or 
endpoint of discipleship), you tend to get some pretty “mega” results.  What we find is that if we allow Jesus 
to edit our spiritual DNA, we will value two things.  First: 

I. INTIMACY OVER SPEED 

“In America, we have LONG been enamored with bigger, better, faster.  We are addicted to the convenience 
and mastery of our own lives that this gives us.” How does Pastor Casey illustrate this? 
 
 
 
Jesus measures what He values. What does He value? 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the first way Jesus develops His value for relational closeness? 

A. ABIDING WITH CHRIST. 

BIG IDEA: Jesus’ metrics for His Church should determine our methods.   

Sermon Series Background 
Today, we continue our sermon series called “Spliced.”  We see how Jesus “edits” the spiritual DNA 

of His church – like He’s doing some CRISPR gene editing on his body; He’s cutting out the mutations and 
reinserting the code the way it should be.  

Just like DNA is made of 4 chemical compounds, there are 4 elements that comprise a church’s DNA 
– Theology (Doctrine), Philosophy of Ministry, Size, Local Context.  Each week in this series, we’re going to 
look at one of those in turn.  Today, we’re talking about the size element of our church’s DNA.   
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Read John 15:4-5. How does Jesus contrast with the bigger, better, and faster model of making disciples? 
How can I abide in Jesus? 
 
 

B. RELATIONAL DISCIPLE-MAKING. 

What is Relational Disciple-Making? Why is it relational? 
 

 

What do we come to understand about Jesus’ strategy in John 15:13-17? How does it contrast with some 
church growth strategies? 
 

 

II. IMPACT OVER SIZE 

How does S.F. Moore illustrate impact over size? 
 

 

 

How do we see the early church value impact over size? Read Acts 2:42-47; 5:41-42; 8:1-4. 
 

 

What is one great benefit of valuing impact over size? 
 

 

What was one consistent theme in the Gospels when the crowds got huge? (John 6:66-69) 
 

 

What will happen if each of us does not help people work through the difficult points in discipleship? How 
were ordinary, unschooled fishermen able to do it? 
 

 

What is a good opportunity to start that journey in a small but sustainable way? 
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Small Group Questions: 

1. Icebreaker: Would you consider yourself as a person who works fast to get things done, or more of a 
person that likes to slow things down and analyzes? Share an experience that more closely illustrates 
your personality. 

2. How are you doing in your relationship with Jesus? In your time of prayer, fasting, being in God’s Word, 
how are you being changed, or particularly convicted by what you are reading in the Bible and/or in 
your prayers? How are you becoming more like Jesus? 

3. Read Genesis 2:18; Deuteronomy 6:5-7; Leviticus 19:18; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7; Matthew 22:37-40; John 
13:34-35; John 17:20-23; 1 Thess. 2:19-20. What do we learn about relationships? 

4. What is the drawback of transferring information without relationship in discipleship? What is the 
drawback of relationships without the Word of God in discipleship? If you are someone’s sole role 
model of a disciple (follower of Jesus), how well would they be equipped to make disciples? 

5. Read John 15:13-17. What are a few things we come to know about disciple-making in the way of 
Jesus? 

6. How did Jesus value impact over size in the Gospels? What was the result in His disciples (Acts 4:13)? 
What verbs (or short phrases) can you come up with to describe His interaction with His disciples and 
its results in the book of Acts? 

7. When you listen to a sermon, who do you process it with? Who helps you process on how it can be 
lived out for you personally? What is one thing you could do to reflect that you “had been with Jesus” 
(Acts 4:13)? (If you are already using these sermon guides in your group, consider closing your time 
together with “I will . . . .” statements. Example: “I will focus on being more relational to my neighbor 
by asking how they are doing this week, and praying for them.” 

8. Who can you engage with that is having a difficult time in their walk with Jesus? Who have you not 
seen for a while? 

Jesus measured intimacy (relational closeness) with Him and sustained impact as the most 
important things for His church.  Do you value those things in your life?  -Casey Scott 

9. How does your life reflect the value of intimacy (relational closeness) and sustained impact? 
10. Will your group register to participate in the “Love Where You Are” initiative (www.lovethis.city) on 

April 14 and 15? How about committing to asking an unsaved neighbor to join you? 

 
 

Next Week: Planted → Positioned. 

 

http://www.lovethis.city/

