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Family Reunions 

Participant’s Handout 
Last Week: Doing Time (Genesis 39:21 – 40:23) 

 
Icebreaker Question: Pastor Casey opened the message by asking you to turn to someone near 
you and briefly tell them about the weirdest or most amazing thing that’s ever happened at one 
of your family reunions and told about his mom’s cousin’s date named Jane.  Take a few 
moments and share those stories with your group. 
 
Read Genesis 42:1-8 and 45:1-15.   

 
Group Question: What were some points from the Biblical text or the sermon that made an 
impact or challenged you the most? What phrases, points, quotes, or illustrations resonated 
with you and why? 
 
One of the best ways for us to experience healing and wholeness in context of family brokenness is to 
track out HOW God turned evil into good; to delineate the ways that the Enemy’s efforts to destroy your 
family were thwarted by God’s goodness and grace. How does he do that? 
 

I. He Reroutes Evil Choices into Mercy Chances 
Group Question: What do you think about the idea that poverty or scarcity leads to poor 
decision-making abilities?  How does this shape your view of our culture? 
 

Group Question: Can you describe a bad choice made by someone in your family (in the distant 
or recent past) that God used to bring something good into the world? 
 

 atsab, “to distress, to grieve, to cause pain/sorrow.”  This word translated “distressed” in Genesis עצב

45:5 is in the intensive form (Nifal) in Hebrew, which is a really rare form for the word in the OT – it only 
appears 7 times.  Six out of seven times, it describes extreme emotional anguish.  It’s used of the nation 
of Israel’s emotional state in Nehemiah 8 when the Torah is read aloud, and they realize how deficient 
they have been in keeping it.  The only time it is used to describe physical pain (in Eccl. 10:9), it’s 
describing a quarry worker that is hurt by the stone he’s working on.  It’s the recognition that your 
actions and choices came back to hurt you.   

Big Idea: God’s mission is to redeem broken families and use their wholeness to 
save the world.  

Sermon Preview: 
One of the best ways for us to experience healing and wholeness in context of family 
brokenness is to track out HOW God turned evil into good; to delineate the ways that the 
Enemy’s efforts to destroy your family were thwarted by God’s goodness and grace. How does 
he do that?  I think this part of Joseph’s story suggests two ways: 

1. He Reroutes Evil Choices into Mercy Chances 
2. He Transitions Selfish Motives into World-Saving Service 
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Group Question: What value is there in recalling the times when we have experienced this level 
of pain?  How can it help us experience God’s grace? 
 
One of the best ways to bring healing and wholeness into your family is to look back at times when 
people in your family made a bad choice and ask: How can we show mercy here?  What resulted from 
that choice that are areas that could be changed by showing mercy?   
 
There’s a second way that Joseph’s story shows how God heals families. 
 

II. He Transitions Selfish Motives into World-Saving Service 
Group Question: Who is your favorite superhero?  If you’ve seen the Iron Man / Avengers movies, what 
do you think of Tony Stark / Iron Man’s story arc? 
    ~OR / Alternate Question~ 
Group Question: Who are some of the most selfish people in the Bible?  How (if He does) does God 
change them? 
 
The call of discipleship is a call to die to yourself.  Not because God “needs” your service, but because 
that’s how Jesus lived.  He calls us into His life.  The amazing thing is, when people and families learn to 
lay down their selfish motivation, they can become servants who change the world!   
 

Group Questions: What events has God used in your life to make you less selfish?  How can 
your family embrace selflessness to be part of God’s plan to save the world? 
 
As he writes this, Moses wants you to see how God used all the heartache that Joseph’s family (and I’m 
using that term comprehensively and multi-generationally) both experienced and caused – to save the 
world – in the physical sense; and ultimately – in the spiritual sense – SAVE the world by preserving a 
remnant through which the Lord brought His Son Jesus into the world. 
 
God had to preserve this family through the famine, because it was through the family of Abraham that 
He brought Jesus into the world to save us!  Big Idea: God’s mission is to redeem broken families and 
use their wholeness to save the world. 
 
Habit of Wholeness: Simplicity – What have you allowed to clutter up your life because of your 
selfishness that you could get rid of?  Maybe you could have a garage sale and give the money to 
missions, or find someone who needs the thing that’s cluttering up your garage/attic and give it away? 
Has Jesus been convicting you that there’s something you have and that someone else might need more 

than you?  What is that, and why do you still have it? 😉 
 

Next Week: A Bittersweet Legacy (Genesis 46:28 – 47:27) 
Interested in discussing the sermon as part of a group? 

Contact Adult Discipleship Pastor Jason Scott: jscott@chapelrock.org. 


