
Endure in Conflict (Matthew 10:21-25) 
Sermon Guide Questions 

Outline 
 
I. We Endure Conflict for the Sake of Others  

A. We first see this through the conflict endured in family relationships. (vv. 21-22a) 
B. We also see enduring conflict for the sake of others in the example of Israel. (vv. 23-25) 
C. Illustration: Taking the hit for Christ. Paul entered heaven to the cheers of those he 
killed. (Acts 7:54-8:2; Acts 22:19) 

Endurance is not just the ability to bear a hard thing, but to turn it into glory. 

William Barclay 

II. We Endure Conflict with Wisdom and Integrity 
A. We are to endure conflict with the wisdom to die or flee. 

1. We are to endure conflict with the wisdom to die (v. 21) 

2. We are to endure conflict with the wisdom to flee (v. 23) 

B. We are to endure conflict with integrity. (Phil 2:14-15) 
C. Illustration:  

Your right to speak is guaranteed--but you must earn the right to be listened to. It 

depends solely on your integrity. Integrity is the prerequisite to acceptance.                   

-Richard Halverson 

III. Be encouraged through the conflict endured. 
• You are being like Jesus (Matthew 10:24-25) 
• Jesus awaits us at the end of this race (Heb 12:1-4) 
• The Crown of life is waiting for you (James 1:12) 
• Wins favor with God (1 Peter 2:20) 
• We will reign with Jesus (2 Tim 2:12) 
• As proof of our faith: The one who endures to the end, will be saved (v. 22b) 

 
Questions: 
1. In verse 21, Jesus is likely alluding to Micah 7:5-7.  In Jewish thought, this divisiveness was going 

to become more common in the End Times.  Jesus is saying that that this is present THEN, like, 
in His ministry.  In other words, the End Times began with Jesus’ ministry.  What does that mean 
for us in having a sense of urgency in our witness, but knowing that people will be divided over 
Jesus? 

2. Jesus tells us that we will hated.  Have you ever felt like someone hated you?  How did that 
change the way you treated them? 

3. Jesus makes our likeness to HIMSELF the cause of people’s hatred of us.  In other words, if 
people hate you because you’re a jerk, you probably earned it.  But the kind of hatred (which in 
context, means aversion or hostility) Jesus is talking about here is the result of us being like 
him.  How does that affect your witness? 

4. What does it meant to endure?  To “stand firm?”  (ILL: Gandalf at the gate of Minas Tirith in the 
Return of the King – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k9-Jx-DjDaU 

5. Who have you known who was good at that?  What can you learn from them? 
6. Jesus gives his disciples permission in v. 23 to leave a situation where they are being persecuted 

(again, because they are like Jesus).  Have you ever experienced that?  Have you ever had to 
leave a situation where you were being unfairly treated because of your faith?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k9-Jx-DjDaU
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7. One of the greatest comforts in times when we are trying to witness, especially if it doesn’t go 
well, is that we are being like Jesus.  How does being mindful of that help you have the fortitude 
to endure? 

8. Christian history is replete with stories of people who endured persecution and their endurance 
of it was what sparked a great evangelistic movement of God, and many people who were 
hostile to the Christian faith became Christians.  How can knowing those stories make you more 
winsome in your witness?  Do you know them? 

 


