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Family Reunions 

Leader Guide 
 

Sermon Series: 

 

Description of Series: A biographical, expository series on the life of Joseph in Gen. 37-48 

Joseph teaches us how to live a life of wholeness when your world falls apart. 
 

Last Week: Doing Time (Genesis 39:21 – 40:23) 

Icebreaker Question: Pastor Casey opened the message by asking you to turn to someone near 
you and briefly tell them about the weirdest or most amazing thing that’s ever happened at one 
of your family reunions and talked about his mom’s cousin’s date named Jane.  Take a few 
moments and share those stories with your group. 

Today’s Sermon: 
Family Reunions 

Key Passage: Genesis 42-45 
 
 
 
How to use this leader guide 
This leader guide is to help you become more familiar with the sermon passage in preparation 
for your group discussion. I open this leader guide and follow along with the sermon which is a 
big help in driving the sermon deeper into my being. The answers below give you direction in 
the discussion, but not all the answers. 
 
We want people to engage. That’s why we created a separate participant’s handout. It would be 
ideal if group members had the participant handout before the sermon. The first part of the 
participant’s handout includes questions that follow along with the sermon. The second part 
focuses on group engagement: group discussion questions, applications, exercises, prayers, 
reflections, and/or a spiritual discipline to name a few. 
 

Big Idea: God’s mission is to redeem broken families and use their wholeness to 
save the world. 
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Read Genesis 42:1-8 and 45:1-15.  Pastor Casey’s narrative summary of the events between those two 
passages follows: The drama that unfolds over the next 2 chapters is significant.  Genesis 42:9 says that 
Joseph “remembered his dreams” and then accuses his brothers of spying.  It’s tempting to think that 
what’s motivating his actions over the next few chapters is vengeance for his mistreatment, but we’ll 
see very soon that this doesn’t fit the conclusion he comes to at the end.  The brothers describe their 
family status to Joseph, saying that there are twelve of them, the youngest (Benjamin) is back home, 
and they say, “one is no more” (of course, they’re talking about him when they say that!) and Joseph 
pretends to not believe them. 
 
What happens next is a series of tests, to see if his brothers really have repented.  He puts them in 
prison for a few days, then lets them out on the provision that they go home and get their youngest 
brother to prove that they are telling the truth, keeping only Simeon as hostage.  He sells them grain but 
instructs his servants to put their money back in their sacks.  They get home, and discovering the silver, 
tell Jacob that they need return it AND bring Benjamin back there to get Simeon out of jail.  Jacob says, 
“no way!”  And the action stops for a while. 
 
Not long after, the grain runs out, and the only place to get more… is Joseph.  This time, Judah steps into 
a leadership role again and offers to allow Jacob to put Judah’s sons to death if harm comes to 
Benjamin; and this convinces Jacob to let them go and to take Benjamin this time. They come back to 
Joseph and return the silver and produce Benjamin.  Joseph, seeing his long-lost true brother for the first 
time in almost 20 years, has to leave the room suddenly to weep.  He composes himself, eats a meal 
with them, and sends them home… and does the “silver in the sack” trick again, this time putting his 
special cup in Benjamin’s sack.   
 
This forces a final confrontation where Joseph claims the right to take Benjamin as a slave for “stealing” 
his special cup.  Judah intervenes again, offering to become Joseph’s personal slave in the place of his 
brother Benjamin, proving that he has really repented.   

 
Group Question: What were some points from the Biblical text or the sermon that made an 
impact or challenged you the most? What phrases, points, quotes, or illustrations resonated 
with you and why? 
 
One of the best ways for us to experience healing and wholeness in context of family brokenness is to 
track out HOW God turned evil into good; to delineate the ways that the Enemy’s efforts to destroy your 
family were thwarted by God’s goodness and grace. How does he do that? 
 

I. He Reroutes Evil Choices into Mercy Chances. 
The story of Joseph teaches us that God can “re-route” evil choices into opportunities to show mercy. 
This part of the story starts with Jacob’s sons immobilized by their lack of food.  Remember, this is a 
wealthy family – God’s blessing on Jacob was HUGE.  So for them to run out of food was a big deal.  In 
42:1, Jacob says, “Why are you guys standing around staring at each other?  Go get some food!”  Which 
raises the point that that hardship and poverty/privation can immobilize even the most resilient 
personality – and it’s been that way forever.  When people are in that state, sometimes they make bad 
choices.   
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Group Question: What do you think about the idea that poverty or scarcity leads to poor decision-
making abilities?  How does this shape your view of our culture? 

For reference: multiple studies have proven the link between these things.  See: 
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11238-021-09802-7#Sec8  
https://www.lse.ac.uk/business/consulting/assets/documents/how-poverty-affects-peoples-
decision-making-processes.pdf  

 
One of the most significant statements in chapter 45 that speaks to this is in verse 5 when Joseph is 
revealing himself to his brothers.  He says, “…do not be distressed and do not be angry with 
yourselves…”  Joseph is effectively telling his brothers, “Don’t be in anguish over this – God is using your 
bad choices and our family’s brokenness to display His mercy!” 
 

Group Question: Can you describe a bad choice made by someone in your family (in the distant 
or recent past) that God used to bring something good into the world? 
 

 atsab, “to distress, to grieve, to cause pain/sorrow.”  This word translated “distressed” in Genesis עצב

45:5 is in the intensive form (Nifal) in Hebrew, which is a really rare form for the word in the OT – it only 
appears 7 times.  Six out of seven times, it describes extreme emotional anguish.  It’s used of the nation 
of Israel’s emotional state in Nehemiah 8 when the Torah is read aloud, and they realize how deficient 
they have been in keeping it.  The only time it is used to describe physical pain (in Eccl. 10:9), it’s 
describing a quarry worker that is hurt by the stone he’s working on.  It’s the recognition that your 
actions and choices came back to hurt you.   

 
Group Question: What value is there in recalling the times when we have experienced this level 
of pain?  How can it help us experience God’s grace? 
 
Quote: “In the midst of the squalor, misery, illness, and anonymity of ancient cities, Christianity 
provided an island of mercy and security ….. It started with Jesus …. In contrast, in the pagan world, and 
especially among the philosophers, mercy was regarded as a character defect and pity as a pathological 
emotion: because mercy involves providing unearned help or relief, it is contrary to justice …. [Thus] 
humans must learn "to curb the impulse [to show mercy]"; "the cry of the undeserving for mercy" must 
go "unanswered." "[Showing mercy] was a defect of character unworthy of the wise and excusable only 
in those who have not yet grown up." This was the moral climate in which Christianity taught that … a 
merciful God requires humans to be merciful.  

Source: Rodney Stark, The Triumph of Christianity, (HarperOne, 2012), page 112 
 
One of the best ways to bring healing and wholeness into your family is to look back at times when 
people in your family made a bad choice and ask: How can we show mercy here?  What resulted from 
that choice that are areas that could be changed by showing mercy?   
 
There’s a second way that Joseph’s story shows how God heals families. 
 
 
 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11238-021-09802-7#Sec8
https://www.lse.ac.uk/business/consulting/assets/documents/how-poverty-affects-peoples-decision-making-processes.pdf
https://www.lse.ac.uk/business/consulting/assets/documents/how-poverty-affects-peoples-decision-making-processes.pdf
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II. He Transitions Selfish Motives into World-Saving Service. 
Group Question: Who is your favorite superhero?  If you’ve seen the Iron Man / Avengers movies, what 
do you think of Tony Stark / Iron Man’s story arc? 
    ~OR / Alternate Question~ 
Group Question: Who are some of the most selfish people in the Bible?  How (if He does) does God 
change them? 
 
Selfishness is all over this text.  Pastor Casey has mentioned a couple times in this series that the OT 
never outright says that Joseph sinned, but the story hints at the idea that his motives early on were not 
very mature, and he was probably pretty selfish.  Certainly, his brother’s motivations were at least partly 
selfish when they sold him – they were already rich, they didn’t need the money.  Throughout the rest of 
his story, we see people acting selfishly – Potiphar’s wife, Jacob, Pharoah’s Cupbearer.  Selfishness just 
runs the show here.  But God allows Joseph to go through a powerful transition to become a very 
selfless person.   
 
In the New Testament, this idea of God’s plan to save the world moving forward becomes a key theme 
for Stephen in his sermon in Acts 7:12, When Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent our 
forefathers on their first visit.  In Stephen’s final sermon, he makes the point that the brothers going to 
Egypt was part of God’s sovereign plan to redeem Israel.  It’s an essential part of salvation history.  
 
In his sermon, Stephen picks up on a key word in the Joseph story – “sent.”  We see it in Genesis 45:5, 7, 
and 8.  In comforting his brothers, Joseph tells them three times, “God sent me here!”   
 
Quote: Former CEO of Popeyes, Cheryl Bachelder said, “The Bible verse that's on my calendar every day 
is Philippians 2:3. Because I haven't found one that's more paramount to how I want to lead in my family 
and in my work. And that is, "Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 
more significant than yourselves." I really like the choice of words around counting others more 
significant than yourselves… I find that biblical perspective really challenging in every aspect of my day—
how I'm spending my time, the decisions that I make. To put them through a filter of whether I'm 
thinking about myself or whether I'm thinking about others… 

Adapted from Religion & Liberty, Servant Leadership in a Louisiana Kitchen (V. 26, N. 3) 
 
The call of discipleship is a call to die to yourself.  Not because God “needs” your service, but because 
that’s how Jesus lived.  He calls us into His life.  The amazing thing is, when people and families learn to 
lay down their selfish motivation, they can become servants who change the world!  (ex. James and 
John?) 
 

Group Questions: What events has God used in your life to make you less selfish?  How can 
your family embrace selflessness to be part of God’s plan to save the world? 
 
As he writes this, Moses wants you to see how God used all the heartache that Joseph’s family (and I’m 
using that term comprehensively and multi-generationally) both experienced and caused – to save the 
world – in the physical sense; and ultimately – in the spiritual sense – SAVE the world by preserving a 
remnant through which the Lord brought His Son Jesus into the world. 
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God had to preserve this family through the famine, because it was through the family of Abraham that 
He brought Jesus into the world to save us!  Big Idea: God’s mission is to redeem broken families and 
use their wholeness to save the world. 
 
Habit of Wholeness: Simplicity – What have you allowed to clutter up your life because of your 
selfishness that you could get rid of?  Maybe you could have a garage sale and give the money to 
missions, or find someone who needs the thing that’s cluttering up your garage/attic and give it away? 
Has Jesus been convicting you that there’s something you have and that someone else might need more 

than you?  What is that, and why do you still have it? 😉 
 

Next Week: A Bittersweet Legacy (Genesis 46:28 – 47:27) 
Interested in discussing the sermon as part of a group? 

Contact Adult Discipleship Pastor Jason Scott: jscott@chapelrock.org 


