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Leader Guide 
 

Sermon Series: 

 

 

Lenses: A topical series on forming a Christian Worldview. 

You’re better able to live like Jesus when you see the world like He does. 

Last Week: The Polarity Lens (Luke 9:50, 11:23; John 4:4-42)     

Today’s Sermon: 

The Race Lens 
Scripture References: Genesis 1:26-27; 12:1-3; 1 Samuel 16:7; Matthew 22:15-16; 

Galatians 3:26-29; Revelation 7:9-12; Isaiah 56:1-3, 6-8; Ephesians 2:13-20;  

How to use this leader guide  

This leader guide is to help you become more familiar with the sermon passage in preparation for your 

group discussion. I open this leader guide and follow along with the sermon which is a big help in driving the 

sermon deeper into my being. The answers below give you direction in the discussion, but not all the answers.  

We want people to engage. That’s why we created a separate participant’s handout. It would be ideal if group 

members had the participant handout before the sermon. The first part of the participant’s handout includes 

questions that follow along with the sermon. The second part focuses on group engagement: group discussion 

questions, applications, exercises, prayers, reflections, and/or a spiritual discipline to name a few. 

Big Idea:  Helping our community share God’s view on race is essential to ending the 

scourge of racism. 
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Icebreaker Question: How would you describe your own race and/or ethnicity? How did your family come to make their 

way to the US? Do you know the reasons? 

Group Question: What were some points from the sermon that made an impact or challenged you the most? What 

phrases, points, quotes or illustrations resonated with you and why? 

1: THERE’S JUST ONE RACE 
Read Genesis 1:26-27; Genesis 12:1-3. What do we come to know about God’s concept of race and His particular plan? 

The biggest problem in this issue, the biggest barrier to solving our race issues is thinking that there’s more than 

one. God’s plan of redemption through Jesus was ALWAYS about redeeming every people group on Earth.  I think Jesus 

would say that if we could all just agree that there’s just one race – the human race, Adam and Eve’s race – it would 

solve a lot of our problems. THAT VIEW of humanity is the Biblical view and, in my opinion, that’s why God saw fit to put 

Mr. Lincoln at the place and time that He did. 

Sermon Preview 

The unified witness of Scripture (remember, that’s the Master Lens) is that God created ethnicity and designed 

it into our genetic code from Creation.  The Human race was always intended to be ethnically diverse, and that 

diversity will be present in Heaven.  For that reason, it is wrong to use race as a means of dividing people.  We need to 

realize that race problems exist (and have come into being) because we don’t see/treat race like God does.  We need to 

adopt His view and help our community see it too.  Big Idea: Helping our community share God’s view on race is 

essential to ending the scourge of racism.  

So how Does God see Race?  If we were to sit down at Jesus’ feet, like Mary did, and ask, “Jesus, tell us how 

YOU understand the issue of race.”  What would he say?  Well, Jesus has a perspective that we don’t, because he’s all-

knowing.  He can offer a “full-spectrum view” on race.  When you think of the full spectrum of light waves, there’s all 

the colors of the rainbow, and then there’s light that we can’t even see!  But Jesus can.  So I think he’d give us a “full-

spectrum answer,” has 5 parts: 

1: THERE’S JUST ONE RACE 

2: AND IT’S NOT HOW I GROUP PEOPLE 

3: BECAUSE MY DESIGN IS DIVERSE 

4: AND TWISTING IT LEADS TO PAIN & SHAME 

5: BUT THE GROUND AT THE CROSS IS LEVEL 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Recommendations 

Divided By Faith by Dr. Michael Emerson and Christian Smith.  If like me, you can’t understand why the 

Church – which is better equipped than any other organization on Earth to fight racism – if you can’t understand why 

we haven’t moved redemptively in this area better, this book gives you great insight.  It’s written by two Christian 

sociologists (who are white) who have a heart for reconciliation. But at the end of the book, they don't really present a 

solution. They just lay out the problem. Also see United By Faith by Emerson for suggested solutions. 

Fault Lines by Dr. Voddie Baucham.  This is a masterful explanation and critique of Critical Theory / Critical 
Race Theory / Intersectionality / pejoratively known as “wokeism;” and their impact on America.  If you’re concerned 
about those things, you need to read this. And if you're not, you really need to read this.  Basically, Voddie shows how 
the Enemy is using these ideologies to divide the church and increase the pressure on it to sow division and discord so 
that we will be evangelistically ineffective.  
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Group Question: One way to help our community see that there is just one race would be to ask, “How many races do 

you think there are?  And what if I could give you a better way to understand that issue?”  How would you explain it in 

your own words? What kind of response do you think you would get? How could our respond to them? 

 

2: AND IT’S NOT HOW I GROUP PEOPLE 
Read 1 Samuel 16:7; Matthew 22:15-16. On what basis are people miscategorized? How does God group people? 

The second part of the spectrum is that skin color is not how God groups people.  When God was looking for a 

new king to replace Saul in ancient Israel, He sent the prophet Samuel to find one.  He goes to Jesse’s family and sees his 

firstborn Eliab.  He’s tall, he’s good looking… he looks the part.  So Samuel is shocked as we read 1 Samuel 16:7. The 

focus is not on the outward appearance, but inward. 

In the final week of his life, Jesus was under intense scrutiny.  The religious leaders are trying to take him down 
in Matthew 22:15–16. “Pay no attention to who they are” is literally, “to see into the face” – that was a first-century 
Greek figure of speech that meant to judge based on external appearances.  Jesus doesn’t make distinctions based on 
externals. 

 

Pastor Casey made reference to Charles Darwin’s original title of his book On the Origin of Species by Means of 

Natural Selection, or the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life. What point was Casey trying to 

make? 

Viewing “race” as an expression of biology is historically what we’ve done, which has now changed, and that’s 

good!  Because it doesn’t square with Scripture.  This is what CRT gets right – race is a social construct. For that reason, 

any attempt to justify treating people differently on the grounds of their appearance falls foul of biblical teaching. 

 

Group Question: What was your reaction upon hearing the original title to Darwin’s book, On the Origin of Species by 

Means of Natural Selection, or the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life. Based on the title, what is 

Darwin arguing for? How does this run counter to God’s view of people? 

3: BECAUSE MY DESIGN IS DIVERSE 
How do we know God’s original design for the human race was to be diverse? 

The third part of the spectrum is that we were designed to be diverse from the beginning to the end.  In the 

Table of Nations in Genesis 10, NOTHING is said about appearance. As human kind filled the planet after the Flood, we 

see Culture, Language, Trades, and Geography are all mentioned… but not Race.  God intended his ONE human race to 

be diverse, and when sin interfered and threw it off track, God wanted to make sure that part of His redemptive work 

means getting our perspective on this correct.   

 

Read Galatians 3:26-29. How does this passage address the corrupt version of race many people have today? 

Fellowship in Christ destroys the corrupt version of “race” that many people have!  Scripture prevents us from seeing 

race the way the world does, and being members of Christ’s body destroys that. 

 

Read Revelation 7:9-12. How do you see diversity represented in this passage? 

God’s design for humankind, from the beginning of time until time turns into eternity is that it should be diverse. 

There’s so much discussion about diversity in our culture.  Does anyone else get the feeling like we’re supposed to value 

diversity, but nobody knows why?   

 

Group Question: What is the purpose of diversity from a Christian worldview? How might someone without a Christian 

worldview respond? 
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4: AND TWISTING IT LEADS TO PAIN & SHAME 
Group Question: How have you experienced pain/shame based on your outward appearance? Based on your race? 

Read Isaiah 56:1-3, 6-8. How does God view worship in terms of race? 

God’s design for Israel’s worship was NEVER that it be racially exclusionary!  There was always the intent to 

invite non-Jews (who were willing to commit to the exclusive worship of Israel’s God) to be fully participating members 

of the covenant community.   

  

Why did Jesus clear the temple with such force in Matthew 21:12-13? 

In Matthew 21:13, one of the only times Jesus uses force as he cleanses the Temple, he quotes this Isaiah 56:7!  Why?  

Because he saw the pain and shame that Gentiles who wanted to worship God had to go through.  When we twist God’s 

view of race, it leads to pain and shame. 

 
Application: No distinction on an ethnic/racial level should ever be used to shame someone different than you.  The 
moment you do that, even for the cause of (and especially in the name of) “justice,” you have left the path of 
righteousness and are corrupting something God created for His glory.  The Bible calls that sin. 
 

the roots of racism are found in the abuse of social power and location of the dominant group as, 

consciously and unconsciously, defining the value of certain human groups, categorized by race, by 

comparing them to the dominant group as the norm. In this way all other groups are judged based on 

the dominant group’s norm; thus, groups that do not fit the norm imposed by the dominant group are 

deemed inferior. Interpretations of history and current practices show that some groups have had, 

and still have, unequal power in the decision-making process. For this reason, every decision made by 

the dominant group enhances, legitimizes, and reinforces their own norm, and in this case their 

categorical distribution of human groups by race disenfranchises, minimizes, and devaluates groups 

that do not fit the norm and/or are not part of the dominant group. Furthermore, the assumptions of 

the dominant group are not only false and morally pernicious; in a devastating way its evil 

manifestations also affect the identity and self-understanding of those who are considered inferior. 

Kevin J. Vanhoozer et al., eds., Dictionary for Theological Interpretation of the Bible 

 

Group Question: In what ways might you be tempted to view others from a different race as inferior? Why? What has 

been helpful to you in shattering unfair stereotypes? How does inferiority affects a persons understanding of 

themselves? 

 
Challenge for this week: We need to be asking our community, “What would be different if there was no racism?” and 
then we need to listen.  Because without even realizing it, in answering that question, they will tell you about their pain.  
They will tell you about their shame. 
 

5: BUT THE GROUND AT THE CROSS IS LEVEL 
Read Ephesians 2:13-20. What was Paul point in this passage in describing the difference between the Gentiles and 

Jews?  

We are all on equal footing when it comes to our need for redemption.  This is what Paul was saying in Eph. 2 in 
describing the difference between the Gentiles and the Jews. That is the gospel!  I’ve said before, and to this I hold: The 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, rightly understood and applied, will destroy racism.  The ground at the Cross is level!  The Lord’s 
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basis for grouping people is totally focused on their covenant relationship to Him, and has absolutely nothing to do with 
the color of their skin, the place where they’re from, the language they speak, the amount of money in their pocket, or 
the history that they have. 

So if any one of those things affects the view you have of the people in our community, you are looking through 
the wrong lens. 

 
What are we to do when we see people being treated unfairly? What are some questions we can ask? 

So when you see a governmental or social system treating people unfairly because of one of these things, it’s ON 
YOU to say and do something about it, because you see through the right lens, and they don’t.  It’s not enough to just 
“be nice.”  That won’t fix it.  You may have to ask some leveling questions.   
 

 “How can we make this right? And what if I had a solution that didn’t depend on compounding injustice?”  The justice of 

God has been accomplished on the Cross.  It’s up to us to live like it.  

 

Next Week January 23 

Sermon Title: The Family Lens  
Read ahead: Matthew 12:46-50; Luke 14:25-27 

 
Interested in discussing the sermon as part of a group? 

Contact Adult Discipleship Pastor Jason Scott: jscott@chapelrock.org. 
 

mailto:jscott@chapelrock.org?subject=Sermon%20Discussion%20Group

