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Leader Guide 
Sermon Series: 

 

Key Passage: Luke 10:25-37 

How to use this leader guide  
This leader guide is to help you become more familiar with the sermon passage in preparation for your 

group discussion. I open this leader guide and follow along with the sermon which is a big help in driving the 
sermon deeper into my being. The answers below give you direction in the discussion, but not all the answers. 
We want people to engage. That’s why we created a separate participant’s handout. It would be ideal if group 
members had the participant handout before the sermon. The first part of the participant’s handout includes 
questions that follow along with the sermon. The second part focuses on group engagement: group discussion 
questions, applications, exercises, prayers, reflections, and/or a spiritual discipline to name a few. 

Icebreaker: Has a stranger every helped you in a way that you did not expect? Share your story! 
 
Group Question: What were some points from the sermon that made an impact or challenged you the most? 
What phrases, points, quotes or illustrations resonated with you and why? 

Big Idea:  Your life is the place where God’s mercy and mankind’s need come together.   



Parallel Worlds, Luke 10:25-37                                                                                            Chapel Rock Christian Church, 08/14/2022 

The Nexus of Eleos 

2 
 

Read Luke 10:25-37. 

STEP 1: LAY ASIDE PREJUDICE 
How do we see prejudice in this parable?  

In the parable, Jesus picks a Samaritan as the hero of the story because Jews hated Samaritans, and 
they returned the favor.  Jesus’ point is that for those who want to inherit eternal life, and to please God; to 
be real disciples of Jesus, we must realize that an early waypoint in that journey is to lay aside prejudice.  We 
must do this. 

The Samaritan had every right to let this hapless Jew lay there and die, decides to lay aside prejudice 
and help him. 
 
How does the story of Gandhi and the usher reinforce the point? 

In his autobiography, Mahatma Gandhi wrote that during his student days he read the Gospels 
seriously and considered converting to Christianity. He believed that in the teachings of Jesus he could find the 
solution to the caste system that was dividing the people of India. 

So one Sunday he decided to attend services at a nearby church and talk to the minister about 
becoming a Christian. When he entered the sanctuary, however, the usher refused to give him a seat and 
suggested that he go worship with his own people. Gandhi left the church and never returned. "If Christians 
have caste differences also," he said, "I might as well remain a Hindu." That usher's prejudice not only 
betrayed Jesus but also turned a person away from trusting Him as Savior. 
Can you imagine the impact Gandhi could have made for Christ had the usher been able to lay aside his 
prejudice?   
 

Sermon Preview 
For the last couple of months, we’ve been looking at Jesus’ parables in Luke’s gospel and how 

they function as a window into reality as God defines it.  These are subversive stories, and plot usually 
has a pretty big twist.  Sometimes that twist gets lost when we become familiar with the story.  

The Parable of the Good Samaritan is one of those stories that we all know. But what does it have 
to do with “The Nexus of Eleos?” Well, a “nexus” is a place where two things meet and are bound to one 
another.  “Eleos” is the primary Greek word for mercy.  So the “nexus of eleos” is the place where mercy 
meets need. 

You see the message of the parable of the Good Samaritan is not, “Be Nice” or even “Be kind to 
people not like you.”  It’s way bigger than that.  The essential message of this parable is this: BIG IDEA: 
Your life is the place where God’s mercy and mankind’s need come together.  Your life is the Nexus of 
Eleos. 

In reading Luke 10:25-37, we are supposed to identify with the Samaritan; he serves as an 
example for us.  So here’s what I want to do today: I want to offer 4 practical ways to live this out.   
So how we do this?  How do we become the “Nexus of Eleos” as found in this parable? There are 4 Steps 
outlined in this passage: 
 
STEP 1: LAY ASIDE PREJUDICE: 
STEP 2: RESPOND TO INJUSTICE: 
STEP 3: INVEST IN THE HELPLESS: 
STEP 4: TAKE A PUBLIC STAND 
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Group Discussion: What types of prejudice have you observed in your own community? What steps can be 
taken to overcome these prejudices? What can you do personally? 
 
Self-reflection: Are you prejudiced?  Would you shy away from helping someone because they had a different 
skin color?  Or they smelled different than you?  Or they had a distinctive headdress?  Or vote different? If you 
feel comfortable, share with the group. This takes a tremendous amount of vulnerability and transparency, so 
be sensitive and not pressure for a response. 

STEP 2: RESPOND TO INJUSTICE 
What did the Samaritan do that made him a hero?  

Part of what makes the Samaritan the hero here is that he responds to injustice.  I’m sure the Priest 
and the Levite had all sorts of justifications about why they couldn’t help the guy, but what earns the 
commendation of the Lord is the Samaritan’s willingness to get involved in the situation.   

He sees the injustice done to this guy, and can’t help but get involved! 
 
Elijah Lovejoy responded to injustice. How did his actions exemplify this, and how did it affect others? 

I want to tell you of a great American hero, editor, schoolteacher, and clergyman named Elijah Lovejoy. 
(PIC)  The Civil War might have been averted and a peaceful emancipation of slaves achieved had there been 
more like him.  After observing one lynching, Lovejoy was committed forever to fighting uncompromisingly the 
awful sin of slavery. Mobs of angry racists came after him time after time; neither this nor many threats and 
attempts on his life deterred him. Repeated destruction of his printing presses did not stop him. His 
contemporaries urged him to compromise.  He responded, "If by compromise is meant that I should cease 
from my duty, I cannot make it. I fear God more that I fear man. Crush me if you will, but I shall die at my 
post..." And he did, four days later, at the hands of another mob.  

Not one of those thugs was prosecuted or indicted or punished in any way for this murder. (One of the 
murderers was later elected mayor of Alton, IL!)   

However, note this: One young man was around who was deeply moved by the Lovejoy martyrdom. He 
had just been elected to the Illinois legislature. His name was Abraham Lincoln. 

 

"If by compromise is meant that I should cease from my duty, I cannot make it. I fear God 
more that I fear man. Crush me if you will, but I shall die at my post..."-Elijah Lovejoy 

Group Discussion: Elijah Lovejoy fought uncompromisingly for his faith. Are there areas in your life where you 
are feeling the pressure from the surrounding culture to compromise your faith? 
 
Pastor Casey shared an illustration about the fictional part 2 sequel to the Good Samaritan. What do we 
learn from this story about responding to injustice? 

We're all familiar with the parable of the Good Samaritan. We know this story.  We know the lesson of 
it: love your neighbor, and your neighbor is anyone in need that God puts in your life. With this in mind, in his 
book Generous Justice, Tim Keller encourages us to consider a "sequel" to the parable.  

Imagine that the next day the Samaritan is traveling the road again, and comes across another person 
bleeding on the side of the road. A few weeks later, this happens again. And then again. As it turns out, every 
time he makes the trip from Jerusalem to Jericho, he comes across another person laying in the road. 
Eventually, you change your focus from helping the beat-up guy to finding and stopping the ones attacking 
them!   
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When you see one person in need, you help. When you see multitudes in need, you of course still give 
whatever direct help you can, but if you are truly to love your neighbor as yourself (which is the context prior 
to the parable), you also need to give thought to how you can address the underlying conditions that are 
causing so many people to fall into that situation in the first place. 

You have a responsibility as a disciple of Jesus Christ to respond in love to the injustices around you!  
Sometimes we sit on our hands and wait for someone to give us permission to get involved.  You don’t need 
permission because you have already been given a Mission: Go and Do Likewise! 

STEP 3: INVEST IN THE HELPLESS 
How did the Samaritan invest in the man who was attacked (vv. 33-35)? What did this man offer in return? 

One of the most shocking aspects of this parable – one of the things that really makes it feel like an 
alternate reality – is the extent of the personal investment that the Samaritan makes in the man who was 
attacked.  Look at v. 33. 

He invests his heart (“he took pity on him”), he invests his resources (oil and wine), he invests his time 
(took care of him – all night), he invests money (coins). 

One of the things that makes us most like Jesus is when we invest in those who can’t do a single thing 
for us!  Isn’t that what Jesus did for us?  This is how we live differently from the world!  This is how your life 
becomes a parallel reality!  Without some help, this Jewish man in the parable would have died – he was 
totally helpless!  The Samaritan made a significant investment of time, and money, and reputation, that could 
not possibly have had any chance of showing a return.  But he did it out of mercy! 

We have a tendency to forget this detail, but the Samaritan’s investment was bigger than we realize – 
not only did he invest his heart and his resources and his time, and his money – he invested a promise of his 
return!  Presumably, he was making a business trip to Jericho, and was going to check up on the man on his 
way home. 
 
Group Discussion: When was the last time you did something to help someone who can’t do a thing to help 
you back?  
 
Group Discussion: Why do you think people hold back from helping others who could not otherwise return 
the favor? 
 
Group Discussion: When was the last time someone helped you when you were in a helpless situation? How 
did that help affect you? 
 
Group Discussion: The Samaritan invests his heart (“he took pity on him”), he invests his resources (oil and 
wine), he invests his time (took care of him – all night), he invests money (coins). Who might you be able to 
extend this same type of mercy to? 
 

STEP 4: TAKE A PUBLIC STAND 
What danger was the Samaritan putting himself in by bringing a half-dead Jewish man into town? What 
does this say about the Samaritan’s character? 

The most surprising thing in the Parable of the Good Samaritan is that he had the guts to take this 
beaten, bloody, almost dead Jew into a Jewish town, and lodge him in a Jewish inn.  Because their culture is so 
far removed from ours, we don’t realize it, but this Samaritan was taking a very public stand for what was 
right. 
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Think about it: A Samaritan rides into a Jewish town with a nearly dead Jew draped over his donkey.  
Talk to me: What are the Jews going to assume?  They’re going to assume the Samaritan did it! (ex., Old West 
/ Indian finds wounded cowboy) 

The Samaritan takes a very public stand to show mercy to this Jewish man. 
 
 

“Ultimately your belief in God will meet resistance, which forces you to either shut up or 
speak up.” - George Foreman, in his book, God In My Corner 

Group Discussion: How have you experienced this quote by George Foreman? In what ways have you 
experienced resistance because of your beliefs? How have you been intimidated by such a resistance? Is it 
particularly hard for you to speak up? Why or why not? 
 
 

“The challenge for the church is not what we do when we call our Sunday morning huddle, 
but rather what we do when we break our huddle and head to our Monday morning 

assignment. When our Adversary, Satan, lines up against us, what difference does it make 
that we are Christians?  Christ has called us to make a public stand on his behalf, for the 

purpose of showing mercy to a community, to a culture, to a world in DESPERATE need of it.” 
-Casey Scott 

 
Group Discussion: How are you challenged, or encouraged by the above statement? How might you live this 
out this week?  
 
Group Discussion: What is one truth from today’s parable you could share this week? Who might you share it 
with?  
 
Pastor Prayer Challenge: Pray this prayer ever day this week: “God, show me where my life can display your 
mercy, and help me act on that.”   
 
Additional Bible verses: Micah 6:8; Matthew 5:7; Luke 6:36; Zechariah 7:9; James 2:12-13; 1 Peter 3:9; Jude 22 
 
 

Next Week August 21 
New Sermon Series: How to Pray 

Sermon Title: Identity 
Read Ahead: Matthew 6:9 

 
 


