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LEAD LINES 
I know you have wished this. I know that. . .because I have wished this! I think every Christian who has ever lived 
since the 1st century AD has wished this. All of us have wished to be a fly on the wall (or sheep in the stall) on the 
night that Jesus was born. All of us have wished to be there in the moment when the Eternal entered Time and 
Space; that moment when the Omnipotent One laid all His power aside and took on flesh as a human baby – the 
most vulnerable being on Earth. If you were there that night, what would have commanded your attention? 
 
Maybe it would have been Joseph? As a good Jewish man, he would have been very pleased to have a healthy baby 
boy as a firstborn; but he would also likely have been working hard to wrap his head around the events that lead to 
this momentous time. Maybe it would have been Mary? As anyone who’s ever been in a delivery room can tell you, 
no matter how rough the labor is (and she would have done it without all our modern conveniences and medicines!), 
when a new mother holds her firstborn for the first time, there is a joy and peace that just radiates from her. Maybe 
it would be the sky? Maybe you would find a way to look away from the birth and see an extraordinarily bright star 
that seemed to point right at where you were standing. 
 
But I think most of us – had we known what was happening – would have our gaze transfixed on the baby Jesus. 
But here’s the great irony of Christmas: the most significant aspect of it happened unseen by any human eye. 
Maybe the angels got to see, but we don’t know for sure. The most significant aspect of Christmas was God 
Himself, in the second person of the Triune Godhead, God the Son, EMPTYING HIMSELF of all his divine power and 
privilege and becoming one of us. He descended from on high to Earth to live as a human being. In our December 
sermon series called “The Descent,” we’re going to attempt to plumb the depths of this great and powerful truth that 
Paul lays out in Philippians 2:1-11. An unusual Christmas text, for sure, but it contains the very essence of what 
Christmas is all about: If you want to have the best Christmas ever, you need to empty yourself, not your wallet. I’m 
looking forward to leading you through this, and I hope you’ll plan to join us. 
 
Leading as I follow, Casey 

FAMILY MINISTRY UPCOMING EVENTS 
ANGEL BREAKFAST FOR PRESCHOOLERS 
Celebrate the CHRIST in Christmas with your preschooler at our annual Angel Breakfast on Saturday, December 11, 
from 9 - 11 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Tickets are $5 for one child or $8 for two or more and can be purchased by 
registering at chapelrock.org/events. This event is geared towards preschoolers, but siblings are welcome. Invite 
your friends because it’s open to the community as well. 
 
SCHEDULE CHANGE FOR DECEMBER 26 
The Family Ministry Team has announced a schedule change for Sunday, December 26. All classes for grades 1 – 
12, will be suspended that morning so students may attend worship service with their parents. The Early Childhood 
ministry provides parents two options: 1) attend worship with their parents or 2) kindergarten students and younger 
may attend a combined class. 
 
CHILD DEDICATION 
Every year Chapel Rock sets aside time for parents to dedicate their children to the Lord. Our annual Child 
Dedication event will be held on Sunday, January 23. If you or someone you know would like to take part in the 
event, please contact Sherry Schwab, Early Childhood Director, at 317-247-9739. 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 
Between December 23 — 31, the Chapel Rock office hours will be modified. Regular office hours will resume on 
Monday, January 3. With office hours being shortened, should you or a member of your family have an emergency 
(defined as a serious illness, injury, or death in the family) you can receive immediate attention by calling the Chapel 
Rock office, 317-247-9739, and listen to the directions on the outgoing message to reach our Pastor on Call. 

Thursday ....... December 23 ...... Closed 
Friday ............. December 24 ...... Closed 
Saturday ........ December 25 ...... Closed 
Sunday ........... December 26 ...... Closed 
Monday ......... December 27 ...... 9 AM – 3 PM 
Tuesday ......... December 28 ...... 9 AM – 3 PM 

Wednesday .... December 29 ...... 9 AM – 3 PM 
Thursday ........ December 30 ...... 9 AM – 12 PM 
Friday ............. December 31 ...... Closed 
Saturday ......... January 1 ............ Closed 
Sunday ........... January 2 ............ Closed 

mailto:cscott@chapelrock.org
https://chapelrock.org/events/events-calendar
mailto:sschwab@chapelrock.org
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SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS 
Chapel Rock invites you to register for GriefShare’s Surviving the Holidays seminar to help you get through this grief 
journey. It is a long, hard road to travel but you are not alone. The event dates are Sunday, December 5, at 11 a.m., or 
December 6, at 10 a.m. or 6 p.m. All three sessions will be held in room WC 112. Workbooks are $5. Register by 
visiting the GriefShare website and choose which date/time works best for you. You can also call Jane Rogers at 
317-852-2846. We think you will find helpful ideas on how to honor your loved one this holiday season. 

CHRISTMAS TEA 
Chapel Rock’s Women’s Ministry will host their annual Christmas Tea on Wednesday, December 8. The evening’s 
activities begin at 7 p.m. Cami Shrock, a musician/songwriter from Greentown, Indiana will provide the  
entertainment. Her number one goal is to encourage the believer and to see unbelievers come to know Jesus Christ 
as their personal savior. The cost of the event will be $10 per person with the final day of ticket sales on Sunday, 
December 5, at a kiosk in the Foyer. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE THROUGH LEGACY GIVING 
The church is a legacy of the faithfulness of its members — from one generation to the next. What will our legacy 
be? Have you considered how you can make a difference through the charitable act of legacy giving to the church? 
 
One of the ways Chapel Rock wants to help you pass on the mantle of effective ministry so we can shore up the 
next generation — is through legacy giving. The Chapel Rock Christian Church Single-Charity Fund has been 
established with the National Christian Foundation (NCF) to facilitate legacy giving and is ready for contributions. 
This is a strategic and simple way to help future generations of church members carry on the mantle of ministry 
beyond our lifetimes. 
 
Just like we pass on financial legacies to our children or family members, you can pass on the legacy of faithful 
ministry through legacy giving. You can make all kinds of gifts into the fund – not just cash, checks, insurance 
policies, pensions and retirement plans, but also appreciated non-cash assets like stocks, real estate, business 
interests, and more. 
 
Chapel Rock member-advisors will be available on Sunday, December 12, in room FH 15, at 10:45 a.m. and 12:15 
p.m. to provide information on the value and role of legacy giving in estate planning and wills. They intend to make 
it as simple as possible for you to understand and participate. 

CHRISTMAS EVE AT CHAPEL ROCK 
Join us this Christmas Eve at Chapel Rock. It will be an evening of carols, storytelling, and a message of hope for 
every season. There are four different times, but one great experience. Our in-person services are scheduled for 5:30 
and 7 p.m. Both services are considered ‘family services’ as children will attend with their parents. Online services 
are 5:30, 7, 9, and 11 p.m. 

END OF YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS 
Planning to make an end-of-year contribution to Chapel Rock? The general rule is that a contribution is effective 
when delivered. Please refer to the following deadlines: 

Online contributions are considered delivered on the date the financial institution pays the amount. To ensure your 
gift is credited to 2021, your final online donation should be made no later than Tuesday, December 28. 

All gifts mailed through the USPS must be postmarked on or before December 31. Envelopes arriving with a 
postmark of January 1, or later will be credited to 2022. 

Should you opt to hand-deliver your gift to the office, you must arrive by 12 PM on December 30. 
 
To deduct any charitable donation of money on your tax return, regardless of amount, the IRS requires that a donor 
have either a bank record or written communication from Chapel Rock. Chapel Rock will provide those who have 
donated to the church during 2021 a mailed contribution statement in January 2022. 

https://www.griefshare.org/holidays
https://chapelrock.org/events/2021/12/08/women-s-christmas-tea


Financial Report ending October 31, 2021 

General Fund Offerings — YTD ............... $1,786,949 

Missions Funding — YTD ........................... $160,111 

BY THE NUMBERS 
 10/17 10/24 10/31 11/7  2021 Average Attendance ................ 541 11/14 

Worship Services — campus 432 408 478 513 (includes live streaming) 448 

Worship Services — live streaming 98 88 69 85   Baptisms ......... 23 81 

In-person & Virtual Small Groups 231 230 246 218   Transfers ......... 20 231 

Children/Middle School/High School 138 131 142 152  127 

2020 N. Girls School Road  |  Indianapolis, IN 46214  |  Office: 317-247-9739  |  Fax: 317 -247-4672  
Website:  chapelrock.org  

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES:   9:15 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.  

4 

MEN’S BREAKFAST AND STUDY FOR DECEMBER 
The men’s monthly breakfast and devotion by Pastor Fred Rodkey, will meet on Saturday, December 4. The coffee 
and fellowship time will begin at 7 a.m. with the breakfast being served at 7:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Please enter 
at doors #3 or #12. Pastor Fred will bring the devotion immediately after breakfast.  

FOOD PANTRY REQUEST FOR DECEMBER  
The Chapel Rock Food Pantry is available on the first and third Thursday each month, from 3 – 6 p.m. as a drive-thru 
Food Pantry. Dates for December will be 2 and 16. For December, the Food Pantry has requested breakfast and 
snack items, easy to prepare food like mac and cheese, personal hygiene, diapers, and pet food. You may bring your 
donations to the DropZone, just inside the main entrance on Sunday mornings or during regular office hours 
throughout the week. 

CHAPEL ROCKETS DECEMBER ACTIVITIES 
The Chapel Rockets annual Christmas luncheon will be held on December 2, at the Country Club of Indianapolis 
beginning at 11:30 a.m. Reservations had to be prepaid well in advance, so it is too late to sign up at this time. For 
those attending, there will be a free will offering collected going toward the entertainer. December’s Movie Day is 
scheduled for December 9, in the Family Room at 1 p.m. Please enter at door #3.  

WELCOME TO THE ROCK LUNCHEON 
If you’re new to Chapel Rock, please consider joining us for Welcome to the Rock which is a lunch and conversation 
time for those interested in finding out more about us. This is a chance to meet Lead Pastor Casey Scott and listen 
as he shares the vision for our church and community on December 5, at 12:30 p.m. in FH 14. Register online at 
chapelrock.org/events or call the Chapel Rock office 317-247-9739 and we will be happy to get you registered. 

Paid to reduce debt — YTD .................. $292,250 

Mortgage Balance ........................... $1,328,5146 

CHAPEL ROCK ADVENTURE TEAM 
Our second Adventure Team hike is planned for December 4, as we explore Shades State Park. The itinerary will be 
to meet at Chapel Rock at 8:15 a.m., leaving by 8:30 a.m. We will leave the park around 2 p.m. There are numerous 
trails with different levels of difficulty, so anyone of any age can enjoy the trip. We’ll reserve a shelter house to have a 
fire pit to help you warm-up if needed. For lunch, we’ll provide hotdogs, water, and hot chocolate packs. If the 
weather is threatening, a decision about cancelling will be made on December 3. If you choose to drive directly to the 
park, please indicate that when you sign-up. Be sure to dress warm, be prepared for mud, and bring food and snacks. 
To sign up, go to chapelrock.org/events or contact Rick Belcher at 317-850-7936. 

mailto:frodkey@chapelrock.org
https://chapelrock.org/care/food-pantry
https://chapelrock.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1028777
https://chapelrock.org/hike

