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LEAD LINES 
There is a scene in the third Lord of the Rings movie which never fails to give me chills every time I see it. In the 
scene where Gandalf the wizard is explaining to Pippin that the final battle for Middle Earth is about to begin, he 
says, “There are things in motion which cannot be undone.” What he means is that their battle against the Dark Lord 
Sauron has now reached a point where there's no going back. They are committed, no matter what! It's kind of a 
“burn the ships” moment. Are you familiar with that story? When the Spanish conquistador Hernan Cortez landed in 
Mexico, he emptied all his equipment off of the ship, and then commanded that they be burned. He was telling his 
men, “We're not going home! There's no going back! We must succeed, or we will die here.” That might be too strong 
of an image, but the same is true for us. We have reached a point in the history of the church where whatever lies 
before us is fundamentally going to be different than what lies behind us. There is no going back. 
 

So because of that, on Sunday, June 7, we're going to reopen the church’s physical location for on-site services and 
begin a new sermon series through the book of Hebrews called “No Going Back.”  We don’t know who wrote the 
book or to whom it was written, but it seems to be a second-generation Christian writing to Jewish Christians and 
urging them not to give up on Jesus! The author is telling these people, “There’s no going back! What is before you 
is so much greater than what’s behind you.” And I think that’s a message our church needs to hear right now. 
 

The other way in which we are not going back is the nature of what church looks like over the next few months. We 
are going to have to become a “phygital” church, the union of physical and digital. You’re going to get a packet from 
us in the mail which describes all the measures that we are taking to keep you safe if you choose to come to church 
in our physical location; but we are still planning on making sure that our online service maintains the same level of 
excellence that it has had over the last couple months for those who want or need to continue to shelter in place 
and do home church. 
 

I’m so grateful for our team that has made that happen and for each one of you who has logged on faithfully each 
week to participate in home church. As we navigate these unknown waters, we’re going to need to be patient with 
some new structures and processes, but also willing to continue to experiment. Earlier this year, we had an 
Experiment Sunday. I was telling our staff today, beginning June 7, every Sunday is an experiment Sunday! I don’t 
know what our future holds, but I am certain that there’s no going back. It’s time for us to celebrate the past for 
what it was and look forward in seeing what the future will become. I feel privileged that we get to make that journey 
together. See you soon!  Leading as I follow, Casey 

As we continue to adapt the way we do ministry during this period, Chapel Rock’s Food Pantry coordinators Andy 
and Kim Harris and their dedicated group of volunteers have done a remarkable job to modify our pantry into a ‘drive 
through’ pantry. We are still able to provide a much-needed service to the westside community. The Food Pantry 
remains open on the first and third Thursday each month, from 3 – 7 p.m. As we prepare to open on Sunday, June 7, 
you will be able to bring food donations to the DropZone. If you are not able to be in attendance on June 7, your 
donations are still vitally important and can be arranged by calling or texting Andy at 317-313-9450 or Kim at 317-
698-7271. 

JUNE FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 

CLASS OF 2020 SENIOR TRIP 
Join us July 30 - August 10, for an unforgettable journey across the country marked by discipleship, relationships, 
adventure, and challenge. 2020 marks the 15th Senior Trip experience, during which we as a church, walk with 
students through the transition between high school and what's next in a very unique way. Throughout the journey 
we'll adventure through six National Parks and Monuments, where we'll behold the beauty of God's creation in ways 
that many have never experienced before. As we do, we'll tackle some tough topics, wrestle with what it means to 
stay in a continually growing relationship with Christ, share in deep conversation, pray, read scripture, worship, and 
just be still. The $300 registration cost for the trip includes all meals, transportation, and entrance and activity fees 
for the entire 12-day excursion. There are some modest outdoor gear requirements needed, like a sleeping bag, 
hiking boots, etc. . .but most necessary technical gear will be provided (tents, backpacks, bear spray, etc.).  For 
more information contact Nick Wilkes at 317-247-9739. 

mailto:cscott@chapelrock.org
mailto:nwilkes@chapelrock.org
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DONATIONS FOR OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
As for OCC, we will need of donations as we fill shoeboxes. Children will need MORE THAN EVER school supplies, 
basic hygiene items and toys to brighten their Christmas. Please do not shop in stores if you aren’t comfortable with 
that – but online shopping is available! When you purchase items online from Walmart, Meijer, etc., please think 
about what you could order to help fill shoeboxes! As we prepare to re-open on Sunday, June 7, should you have any 
donations for Operation Christmas Child, you will be able to place those collected items in the OCC container at the 
DropZone in the Foyer.  

DISCOVERY DAYS ENROLLING FOR 2020-21 YEAR 
Discovery Days Preschool, a ministry of Chapel Rock, continues to enroll students for the upcoming school year. It 
was just announced that due to the pandemic the 2020-21 school year will begin on Tuesday, September 8. As a 
Christ-centered preschool, they are focused on the academic, social, physical, and spiritual needs of each student. 
If you have a son/daughter or grandchild that is 18 months old (by September 1) through Pre-Kindergarten, 
Discovery Days may be the place for them! Classes are held Monday through Thursday, from 9 a.m. — 1 p.m., 
through May. For further information contact Director Carolyn Milkie, at discoverydays@chapelrock.org or call  317-
240-2065. 

ANNOUNCING STAFF TRANSITIONS 
Chapel Rock is saying hello (kind of) and goodbye (sort of)!  We’re saying “hello” to Zach Camp as he transitions 
from part-time to serving in a full-time capacity on staff as our Media Engagement Director.  Zach will have 
oversight over all the different ways that Chapel Rock uses media to tell the story of Jesus making people whole.  
He’ll continue to oversee our live streaming ministry, as well as how we use media in our publications, our website, 
and the signs/info you see around the building.   
 

And we are saying “goodbye” to Al Michael as our Discipleship Pastor.  Don’t worry, Al and Katrina aren’t moving 
away, Al is retiring after 15 years of service to Chapel Rock. The Elders of the church are so grateful to Al for his 
years of service and hope that he thoroughly enjoys his retirement.  Be sure to congratulate Al when next you see 
him.  A time of celebration will be scheduled at a later date. Well done, good and faithful servant! 
 

Additionally, Chapel Rock is sad to announce that our Elementary Pastor, Mike Belcher, will be leaving our staff 
soon. We are grateful for the 3½ years Mike has spent as a pastor to our elementary-aged kids. As many of you 
know, Mike and his wife Carey had to endure the tragic loss of their daughter Vivian hours after she was born in 
September. Nobody is ever the same after something like that, and Mike’s resulting decline in emotional health and 
his increase in anxiety due to grief accelerated some of the struggles he was already having with his work 
performance. He made the choice to focus on being a good husband to Carey and father to Audrey (which Chapel 
Rock’s leadership supports), but there was a cost for that to our Children’s Ministry. 
 

Both Mike and Casey have acknowledged that better communication should have taken place by both of them 
through this process, and Mike was already thinking about resigning even as Casey and the Elders added to his job 
description (after Chad left to work with TCM). Casey ultimately asked for Mike’s resignation with an end date for 
full-time employment of May 31. That process could have been much better/healthier, and it caused hurt due to the 
lack of a longer transitional time that Mike believed that would have benefited the kids and the church body. Frankly, 
Chapel Rock’s leadership learned some things about caring for the emotional health of staff, and better 
communication during a resignation, which could have been handled better.  
 

The Elders want the whole church body to know that Mike’s integrity regarding his behavior with the children is 
flawless. Casey said, “I would trust any of my own children to Mike’s personal care without a moment’s 
hesitation.” We ask the church to pray for Mike and his family, and for us as we begin a search process to fill this 
newly expanded role on our team. If you have any questions, please direct them to Paul Vink, the chairman of our 
Elders. Please know that Mike has previewed this announcement, and has given his consent to it.  

http://www.discovery-days.org/
mailto:discoverydays@chapelrock.org


Financial Report ending April 30, 2020 
 General Fund Offerings — YTD ................................................................ $774,850 
 Missions Funding — YTD (distributed to several ministries) ................... $70,644 
 Budgeted & paid to reduce long-term debt — YTD ................................. $110,900  (mortgage balance is $1,834,419) 

FACTS AND FIGURES 
 4/19 4/26 5/3 5/10   Ave Attendance — 2020 .............. 750 

Worship Services — campus 0 0 0 0 
(includes live streaming) 

Worship Services — live streaming 478 352 406 397   Baptisms — 2020.............................. 8 

Sunday Morning Virtual Groups 154 142 140 121   Transfers — 2020 ............................. 7 

Youth Virtual Groups 30 30 30 30  

2020 N. Girls School Road  |  Indianapolis, IN 46214  |  Office: 317-247-9739  |  Fax: 317 -247-4672  
Website:  chapelrock.org  

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES:   9:15 a.m. & 11 a.m.  
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JR. GOLF CAMP AND SUMMER CAMP 
The Indianapolis Junior Golf Foundation will be offering a free golf clinic for boys and girls, ages 8 – 12, at Thatcher Golf 
Course on June 20 & 27. The time will be 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. This is an activity-based program and is a preview of their 
Summer Camp. The Summer Camp will take place on these dates: June 15, 17, 22, 24, 29, and July 1, from 10 a.m.–12 
p.m. For details about either of these special activities, please contact Gene Robertson at 317-417-8001 or  
generobertson80@comcast.net. You may also register online at christian-endeavors.com; then click the Indy Jr Golf 
button.  

MISSION INDY - IMPACT FAIRFAX 
Be a part of serving our extended community July 5 — 11, as Mission Indy leads us to help impact the Fairfax community 
this summer. But the Fairfax community won't be the only thing impacted. Mission Indy's mission is to equip Christians to 
serve others, and participants will certainly walk away from this experience equipped. You will be equipped to love and 
serve your neighbors in your own neighborhood and community in deeper ways than you ever have before. Spots are 
limited. Register today. The original cost was $150 per person, but fees have been covered in full by the generosity of the 
congregation! Registration includes: meals, lodging, materials, outreach supplies, band, speaker, Mission Indy t-shirt, and 
much more. For more information contact Nick Wilkes at 317-247-9739. 

A ‘modified’ Chapel Rockets program is scheduled for Thursday, June 11. Please note that due to the pandemic, we will be 
maintaining the recommended 6’ social distancing. Another major modification is the pitch-in luncheon has been 
canceled and the start time has been pushed back to 12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, entering at door #3. The program for 
June 11, is musician Steve Jeffris. Steve is returning for a second time to entertain the Chapel Rockets. Should you need 
additional information on any Chapel Rockets events or to have your questions answered, please call Buddy or Ann 
Bernhardt at 317-238-0127. 

STEVE JEFFRIS TO ENTERTAIN CHAPEL ROCKETS 

CHANGE OF SITES FOR PRIMARY VOTING 
The Marion County Election Board announced plans to reduce polling sites for the June 2, Primary Election. Chapel Rock 
will NOT be one of the 22 polling locations. The four locations closest to Chapel Rock are:  North Wayne Elementary 
School, 6950 W 34th Street, Krannert Park Community Center, 605 S High School Road, IPS Ernie Pyle School #90, 3351 W 
18th Street, and Decatur Township Blue/Gold Academy, 5650 Mann Road. Should you have any questions concerning the 
primary election on June 2, go to www.indy.gov/topic/voting-marion-county. 

mailto:generobertson80@comcast.net
http://christian-endeavors.com
mailto:nwilkes@chapelrock.org
mailto:annbernhardt@comcast.net
mailto:annbernhardt@comcast.net
https://www.indy.gov/topic/voting-marion-county

