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LEAD LINES 
Jenny and Irene (not their real names) were NOT good singers.  Any singer or musician would tell you: they 
were bad.  Real bad.  One was almost totally tone-deaf and the other COULD carry a pitch, but had a horse, 
croaking kind of voice that was not terribly pleasant to the ear.  But every Christmas, they would round up 
the folks at church so they could all go Christmas caroling together!  Their preacher could just about 
predict the day on the December calendar that they would come into his office and say, “Preacher, don’t 
you think it’s time to tell everyone when we want to go Christmas Caroling?  We think we should do it this 
Sunday night.  It should be about 30 degrees, and it’s supposed to snow, and that’s just the best!  We’ll 
bring the hot chocolate.” 
 
He would sigh and say, “All right, you get it organized, and I’ll announce it and we’ll go.”  That Sunday night 
rolled around, and it was COLD.  Big, fluffy, white flakes were falling.  The church raided the pews for some 
hymnals and turned to the Christmas section.  Out they went, into the snow, flashlights at the ready.  First 
up was the local Senior Living complex.  These two saintly old ladies led the way, voices lifted in song.  Carol 
after carol went by, but their singing continued unabated.  After all the seniors had heard a carol or two, the 
church made their way to a couple other members’ houses who had been shut-ins for years.  For another 
hour, they stood and stamped in the cold, they shared hymnals and sang songs that everyone knew and 
loved.  Finally, with dripping noses, frozen ears, and ice-cold fingers, everyone went back to the fellowship 
hall in the church for hot chocolate and cookies, as the stories of caroling nights past were shared (and not 
for the first time!). 
 
The preacher sat there, nursing his frozen face back to life with a hot chocolate, and marveled at these two 
women – they were old, they weren’t good singers, and they slipped and slid unsteadily through the slick 
and marginally dangerous streets; but he knew in that moment that – like the postman – nothing would 
keep them from their appointed rounds!   He realized: it wasn’t the experience they loved, it was the story 
that they sang that pushed them out into the cold and frosty night!  It was those old carols about a God 
who loved us so much that He sent his one and only Son as a baby. 
 
I want to invite you to join us in December (and bring a friend or two) as we revisit those old carols in our 
Christmas series, “A Christmas Carol.”  Each week, we’ll tell the story of these old songs and the song itself 
will be our “text” for the day.  I hope you make plans to spend the Christmas season with Chapel Rock! 
 
Leading as I follow,  
Casey 

SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS 
GriefShare is Chapel Rock’s support ministry for persons who have lost relatives or friends.  As part of that 
ministry, we’ll be offering identical, special seminars, “Surviving the Holidays.”  The seminar will cover topics 
such as:  how to deal with the many emotions you’ll face during the holidays and what to do about 
traditions and other coming changes.  The two-hour seminar will be offered on Mondays, December 12 and 
17.  Each Monday, you’ll have the opportunity to choose from a morning or evening time.  Seminars will be 
from 10 AM – 12 PM and 6 – 8 PM in room WC 112. The video and discussion will be the same at all seminars.  
There will be a nominal $5 fee for the workbook.  You have three ways to register:  1) go to chapelrock.org/
care/counseling; 2) call the Chapel Rock office at 317-247-9739; or 3) sign up at a kiosk in the Foyer.  For 
additional information, please contact Jane Rogers at 317-989-8547 or Debbie McLoed at 317-858-1244. 

A few tickets are still available for the annual Women’s Ministry Christmas Tea to be held on Wednesday, 
December 12, beginning at 7 PM.  The entertainment this year will be presented by Autumn's Dawn.  
Tickets are $8 per person and will be sold between services in the Foyer on Sunday, November 25, and 
December 2, if any remain. 

CHRISTMAS TEA TICKETS 

https://www.griefshare.org/
https://www.griefshare.org/holidays
https://chapelrock.org/care/counseling
https://chapelrock.org/care/counseling
https://www.autumnsdawn.com/
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Passion 2019 is a gathering for the collegiate generation and is open to anyone who is 18 - 25 years old.  A 
$100 deposit is required to register, and the balance of your registration is due in full by December 1.  Your 
$275 registration fee includes transportation via bus to and from Washington D.C., three nights lodging at 
the Holiday Inn Capitol and your conference ticket to Passion 2019.  For additional information or to have 
your questions answered, please contact Nick Wilkes at 317-247-9739.  To register, go to chapelrock.org/
events. 

PASSION CONFERENCE 2019 

ANGEL BREAKFAST FOR PRESCHOOLERS 
Christmas is about CHRIST.  Help the preschoolers in your life know that Jesus’ birth is the reason for 
Christmas.  Angel Breakfast is a time of celebrating the birth of Christ with fun games, crafts, food, and a 
story on Saturday, December 1, from 9 – 11 AM in Fellowship Hall.  You can buy your tickets anytime at the 
Discovery Days office or after services on November 25.  Tickets are $5 per child or $8 for two or more 
children.  This event is intended for preschoolers but siblings are welcome to join in the fun with the family.  
For more information, contact Early Childhood Director, Sherry Schwab, 317-247-9739 or Discovery Days 
Director, Carolyn Milkie at 317-240-2065. 

Baby Dedication is a time for families to publicly commit to raise their children to have a relationship with 
Christ.  Sunday, January 27, will be the ceremony and brunch.  If you are interested in participating, please 
contact Sherry Schwab in the office at 317-247-9739. 

BABY DEDICATION SUNDAY 

APRIL 2019 SOJOURNER TRIP 
Our fun travel bunch, the Chapel Rock Sojourners, will enjoy a 5-day / 4-night motor coach excursion April 
15-19, 2019.  We will tour the Gettysburg battlefields, the Hershey chocolate factory, and the Amish 
countryside.  We’ll also see “Jesus” at the Sight and Sound Theater and more!  Itineraries are available at the 
Welcome Center.  An informational meeting will be held in the Parlor at 12:30 PM on Sunday, December 9. 
$100 holds a place for you!       

If you and your family are looking for a short-term mission opportunity to share the gospel with those 
eager to hear, then this is the trip for you!  English Language camps use the Bible to teach English to 
whole families and all you have to do is show up and share.  The camp this year is June 29 - July 6, in the 
lovely Mazury lake region northwest of Warsaw, Poland.  The plan is to fly over on the June 26 and return 
late on July 8.  The trip cost $1,550 plus airfare. The cost covers food, camp expenses, and three nights in 
Warsaw.  Airfare to Poland in June is about $1,300.  Bring extra spending money for snacks and souvenirs.  
Plan to take lots of pictures!  Contact Dan or Dorota Laskowski for more info at 317-366-2828. 

SUMMER SHORT-TERM MISSION OPPORTUNITY 

All three elder candidates: Dr. Scott Bowling, Dr. Bret Daghe, and David Miller, were each overwhelming 
elected to a two-year term.  The 2019 spending plan was also ratified. 

ANNUAL MEETING RESULTS  

Chapel Rock’s Food Pantry ministry has assisted hundreds of families over the years as it is one of our 
longest-running community outreach events.  In addition to the products received from Gleaner’s Food 
Bank, we rely on donations from Chapel Rock members. For December the requests are for breakfast items, 
dog food, and larger sizes of diapers.  You may place your donations in the DropZone in the Foyer. 

DECEMBER FOOD PANTRY REQUEST 

https://268generation.com/passion2019/
mailto:nwilkes@chapelrock.org
https://chapelrock.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/153250
https://chapelrock.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/153250
mailto:sschwab@chapelrock.org
mailto:discoverydays@chapelrock.org
mailto:sschwab@chapelrock.org
https://www.hersheys.com/chocolateworld/en_us/things-to-do/hersheys-chocolate-tour.html
https://www.sight-sound.com/ticketing/shows/title?location=lancaster
https://www.polandtrips.co.uk/lake-and-countryside-holidays/mazury-lake-region/


Financial Report ending October 31, 2018 
 General Fund Offerings — YTD ....................................................................... $1,864,746 
 Missions Funding — YTD (distributed to several ministries) ........... $178,390 
 Budgeted & paid to reduce long-term debt — YTD ............................. $277,250 (mortgage balance is $2,208,318) 

FACTS AND FIGURES 
 10/21 10/28 11/4 11/11   Ave Attendance — 2018 ............ 969 

Worship Services — campus 654 741 775 813 (includes live streaming) 

Worship Services — live streaming 314 240 260 222   Baptisms — 2018 ............................... 28 

Sunday Morning Life Groups 293 301 290 291   Transfers — 2018 ................................ 33 

Children, Middle School &  
High School Attendance 75 94 60 104  

2020 N. Girls School Road  |  Indianapolis, IN 46214  |  Office: 317 -247-9739  |  Fax: 317-247-4672 
Website:  chapelrock.org  
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MEN’S MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
DECEMBER ’S PASTOR ’S BREAKFAST & STUDY  
The men’s monthly breakfast along with Pastor Fred Rodkey’s encouraging and challenging message is 
scheduled for Saturday, December 1.  Coffee and fellowship begin at 7 AM.  Breakfast will be served at 7:30 
AM in the Parlor.  Pastor Fred will then give his devotion following breakfast, so be sure to bring a buddy 
with you.  Please enter at door #12. 
 
There is no December meeting of the CDCMF. The next gathering will be on Monday, January 21. Details will 
follow in the January newsletter. 

The Chapel Rockets’ Christmas luncheon will be on Thursday, December 6, in Fellowship Hall.  This month 
we will have a catered meal that is $5 per person.  Come and enjoy Christmas music by the Discovery Days 
Preschoolers, pianist Alan Waltz, and a trio of our own Chapel Rock Praise Team.  We request that all 
payments be given to Rhena Crane no later than Thursday, November 29.  Enter at door #3 on the south 
side. Questions? Contact Donna Brown at 317-271-2397. 

CHAPEL ROCKETS’ CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

After seven years of service on the staff of Chapel Rock, members of the pastoral staff or church 
administrator are eligible for a sabbatical leave. The purpose of a sabbatical is to give long-term 
professional pastors and the church administrator an opportunity to rest or expand their knowledge and 
experience to bring new ideas and challenges back to Chapel Rock. 
 
Earlier this year the elders approved a sabbatical for our church administrator, Mark Scudder, during 
January through March 2019.  During that time Mark’s plans are to be a member of a Samaritan’s Purse 
work team in Texas, produce a detailed, extensive operations manual for the church administrator’s 
position, and to interview pastors of small to medium-size churches in the central Indiana area. 
 
Mark’s responsibilities will be divided up among various staff members while he’s away. 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR ON SABBATICAL 


