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LEAD LINES 
The tour guide brought us through the narrow, winding passage into a wide-open room.  Suddenly, the ceiling 
leapt away, up and off into the subterranean darkness.  Our eyes, having grown accustomed to the soft, 
incandescent glow of the guide-lights could make out two very significant features in this room.  First, we 
couldn’t help but notice the rails.  Bolted into the living rock of the floor, were rows of painted steel bars, waist
-high, in rank after rank.  Second, off in the gloomy distance, was a GIANT crack where the floor completely 
disappeared into utter blackness.  It may have been my imagination, but I fancied that I could see a faint smile 
twitching at the corner of the guide’s lips as he anticipated what was coming. 

We were on a family vacation at the Cave of the Winds in Manitou Springs, Colorado.  I was 13-years-old, and 
I’ll never forget what happened next.  The guide instructed all of us on the tour to move between the rails and 
find a spot to hang on.  While we were doing that, he told us that we needed to be careful to stay away from 
the far edge of the room, where there was a “bottomless pit.”  Now, I’m sure it had a bottom, but the guide told 
us that they’ve thrown strong flashlights and lanterns down there and the light faded out completely and the 
sound of a “crash” never came back up.  We were now holding the rails, and he said, “Okay, I’m going to turn 
out the lights.  It is absolutely imperative that you do not move from your position.  If you try to walk in this 
complete darkness, it is almost certain that you will fall and possibly. . .never stop falling.” 

He turned out the lights, and as far as I could tell, the world ceased to exist!  Everything was gone.  The 
darkness was utter and total.  I can tell you, I had no desire to walk anywhere.  And the moment that the tour 
guide “flicked his Bic,” all hope and sanity came back in a moment.  One tiny bit of light changed our whole 
outlook and renewed our hope of escaping the darkness. 

Our faith is like that.  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12).  Sadly, there are many in this world who are walking in 
darkness.  We’re going to spend the month of October trying to underscore just how important it is that we 
share the light of Jesus with the world around us as we look at the Seven Deadly Sins in a message series 
called, “The Dark Walk.”  The imagery will be grim, but it will lead us to have a serious conversation about sin 
and what it does in us.  If you have friends who enjoy weighty discussions about important issues, you should 
definitely invite them!  Until then, walk in the light, not the darkness!   Leading as I follow,  Casey 

SHARING HOPE IN CRISIS SEMINAR
Are you ready to share your faith in Jesus?  When tragedy strikes, are you prepared to share God’s hope?  In 
these days of uncertainty and suffering, the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association invites you to attend a live 
seminar to help equip and encourage you to share the hope of Jesus Christ with friends, neighbors and co-
workers who are going through difficult times.  

You will learn the biblical view of suffering, the effects of trauma and process of grief, how to provide 
emotional and spiritual care, and what to say, and what not to say, when people grieve. On Saturday, 
November 18, from 8:30 AM to 4:15 PM, the BGEA’s Jack Munday will present “Sharing Hope in Crisis” in 
the Worship Center.  See Debbie McLoed at a kiosk this Sunday to register or to volunteer.  Preview at: 
https://billygraham.org/video/sharing-hope-in-crisis-live.   

CHAPEL ROCK FALL GOLF OUTING
We have only a couple of weeks remaining to sign up for the fall Chapel Rock Golf Outing.  This fall’s Golf 
Outing will be at Quail Creek Golf Course in Pittsboro on Saturday, October 14, beginning at 1 PM.  Please sign 
up early at the Information Center or by calling Buddy Bernhardt at 317.652.6591.  The fee is $35.00 for 18 
holes of golf and a fried chicken dinner.  Guests are welcome! 

The Chapel Rocket’s, Chapel Rock’s group for retired men or women of all ages, will meet in the Parlor on 
Thursday, October 5.  Please enter at door #3 which is located on the south side of the building.  The pitch-in 
luncheon begins at 11:30 AM.  After the luncheon, our group will be joined by the City of Speedway Fire 
Chief, Bob Fishburn, who will speak on home fire safety.  Chief Fishburn has agreed to stay to answer any 
questions you may have.  Please mark your calendars and plan to attend for good fellowship, delicious food, 
and an interesting and informative program.  For further information, you may contact Kay Hinshaw, 
Rocket’s president, at 317.271.7179. 

CHAPEL ROCKETS OCTOBER LUNCH MEETING

https://billygraham.org/video/sharing-hope-in-crisis-live
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Chapel Rock’s Food Pantry ministry assists many households in their time of need on the first and third 
Thursdays of each month, from 5:30 – 7 PM.  To supplement the food items received from Gleaner’s Food 
Bank, Chapel Rock is asked to donate specific items each month.  For October, the requested items are canned 
goods.  You may bring your donations to the DropZone in the Foyer and place them in the Food Pantry 
container.  Are you looking for an area of ministry to donate your time?  If you would like to serve in this 
ministry, please contact Kim Harris at 317.698.7271. 

OCTOBER FOOD PANTRY request 

WELCOME TO THE ROCK!  
Are you interested in learning more about Chapel Rock?  Are you looking for opportunities to get plugged-in 
relationally and find a place to serve?  Then you should take the next step and attend the “Welcome to the 
Rock” lunch on Sunday, October 29, at 12:30 PM in Fellowship Hall.  The class continues the following Sunday, 
November 5, (location to be determined) at 9:15 AM. Register online at www.chapelrock.org and click on 
“Connect.” 

The Dynamic Marriage class is a 9-week interactive and fun class, which will help couples identify behaviors 
that may be damaging their marriage.  It will also help to develop healthy ways to deal with marital conflict 
and offer concrete steps to strengthen communication.  Biblically based, Dynamic Marriage will meet from 
5:30 – 8 PM on Sundays, October 22, through – December 17. Call 317.696.5665 for registration and further 
details. 

DYNAMIC MARRIAGE CLASS 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD YEAR-ROUND 
On September 13, Lead Pastor Casey Scott challenged us to pack one shoebox for every member in our 
households!  Why?  Because every shoebox carries the Gospel of Jesus Christ to a child and their family!  
Looking forward, our kick-off is on Sunday, October 22, with our packing party on Sunday, November 5.  
Chapel Rock’s collection of shoeboxes begins Sunday, November 12, with the shoebox parade.  If you can pray 
for our ministry one time a week, then consider joining our prayer support team.  If you like to make snacks 
for our Collection Center volunteers, then join our hospitality team.  If you want to help fill cartons with 
shoebox gifts, then join our Collection Center team.  You can also donate money to cover the cost of shipping 
costs of shoeboxes.  Please contact Judy Heuss at judyheuss@gmail.com to volunteer today!  Thank you for 
being a vibrant part of this ministry. 

Beth Moore describes her new Bible study, “The Quest,” as a six-week excursion with Jesus.  We will join her 
on this excursion beginning Thursday, October 12, and continuing through November 16.  Please join us as we 
“learn to dig into the Word, to respond to the questions of God, and to bring your questions before Him” (Beth’s 
words).  You can sign up on Sundays, September 24, October 1, or 8.  Workbooks are available for $15.00 each.  
If you have questions about the study please call Carolyn Dobbs at 317.840.4380. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY COMING SOON! 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL DINNER AND MEETING  
Make plans now to attend our annual congregational dinner and meeting on Sunday, November 5.  Our 
theme for the evening will be, “We’re All in This Together!”  We’ll be serving a ‘home-style’ meal with chicken 
and noodles, mashed potatoes and all the fixin’s.  The meal begins at 6 PM with the meeting beginning at 6:45 
PM.  The meal and meeting will take place in Fellowship Hall. 
 
The annual meeting will have two items on the agenda: (1) approve the 2018 spending plan and (2) approve 
the elder candidates.  In preparation for the congregational meeting the stewardship ministry team will hold 
two informational meetings. The first meeting will be Wednesday, October 25, at 6:30 PM with the second 
meeting on Sunday, October 30, at 10:30 AM. Both meetings will be held in room WC 113. 



Financial Report ending August 31, 2017 
 EXCEL One-Fund Offerings — YTD .......................................................... $1,555,535 
 

Financial Highlights 
 Missions Funding — YTD (distributed to several ministries) ......... $154,956 
 Budgeted & paid to reduce long-term debt — YTD ............................ $221,800 (mortgage balance is $2,446,396) 

FACTS AND FIGURES 
 8/20 8/27 9/3 9/10   Average Attendance — 2017 .......... 1,050 

Worship Services — campus 862 814 831 895   Baptisms — 2017 ......................................... 38 

Worship Services — live streaming 101 135 125 141   Transfers — 2017 ........................................ 22 

Sunday Morning Life Groups 300 294 262 264  

Children, Middle School &  
High School Attendance 123 115 44 129  
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MEN’S MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES  
P A S T O R ’ S  B I B L E  S T U D Y :   The men’s monthly breakfast along with Pastor Fred Rodkey’s encouraging 
and challenging message is scheduled for Saturday, October 7.  Coffee and fellowship begins at 7 AM.  
Breakfast will be served at 7:30 AM in the Parlor.  Pastor Fred will then give his devotion following breakfast, 
so be sure to bring a buddy with you.  Please enter at door #12. 
 
C D C M F  P R O G R A M  F O R  O C T O BE R :   The monthly meeting of the Capitol District Christian Men’s 
Fellowship will take place at Fair Haven Christian Church on Monday, October 16.  Hair Haven is located at 
1476 W  300 S, Franklin, IN 46131.  This monthly fellowship supports Camp Allendale.  Chapel Rock will 
provide transportation to this event, so plan to be at the main entrance of our building at 5 PM.  The dinner 
begins at 6 PM with praise and worship following at 7 PM.  If you have questions about this event, please 
contact Ron Emry at 317.875.6006. 

FAMILY MINISTRY UPCOMING EVENTS 
P A R E N T S  v s .  S T U D E N T S  D O D G E BA L L  N I G H T :   Join us on Sunday, October 1, from 5 – 7 PM for 
“Parents vs. Students Dodgeball” night in the Family Life Center (door #6).  This event is for 5th thru 8th grade 
students and their families.  Pizza will be provided.  Please bring a dessert to share.  This is a great event to 
invite families to.  If you have questions, please contact Chad Dillon at cdillon@chapelrock.org. 
 
F A L L  H A Y R I D E :   Our annual hayride for high school students is Sunday, October 1. The bus will leave 
Chapel Rock at 4 PM and return at 8:30 PM.  Girls are to bring cookies/sweets; guys are to bring chips. The 
event location is 4019 W Co. Rd. 900 S., Stilesville, IN 46180. 
 
F A M I L Y  F A L L  F E S T I V A L :   Join us on Sunday, October 8, from 12:30 - 3:30 PM for our 2017 Fall 
Festival!  This event is for families with children ages 12 and under.  Enjoy carnival-style games, free food, and 
a hayride!  Please register at chapelrock.org/events. No drop offs please. 
 
R E N E W  F A L L  R E T R E A T :   Our fall retreat, RENEW, for middle school and high school students is 
scheduled for Friday through Sunday, November 3 – 5.  We’re gearing up for adventure this fall as we head to 
McCormick’s Creek State Park for two simultaneous retreats in one location.  The middle and high school 
students will eat together, but have separate dorms, programming, and activities. The cost is only $30.  
Register at chapelrock.org/events. 


