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Sermon Series: 

Die Like A King 
How to “die well” and leave a legacy. 

If you die well, you’re never really gone; and the impact of your life can change eternity. 
 

Last Week: A Legacy of Faith (1 Chronicles 22:6-19) 
 

Today’s Sermon: 

A Remembrance of Joy 
Key Passage: 1 Chronicles 23:1-5 
 

Big Idea: Dying like a king means that people will smile when they remember 
the impact you made for the Kingdom. 

 
Purpose of this guide  
The purpose is to help you become more familiar with the sermon passage in preparation for 
your group discussion. The answers give you direction in the discussion, but not all the answers. 
Some of these questions are good training for inductive bible study. Others are more reflective 
and contemplative. You may find some group exercises to drive the group further into the 
sermon, or even to engage in a spiritual discipline. I also include sensitive questions at times to 
give people the opportunity to be real and authentic with themselves and others. I may even 
include prayers, or challenges to serve. Simply, I am aiming for the head, heart, and hands as 
we drive deeper into the sermon. 

   
 
Opening Question: Who from your past has made such a memorable impression upon you, but 
were unable to tell them so? What would you say to him/her? 
 
Sermon Series Recap: We’ve talked about how it’s important to make preparations for your 
death that match the scale of your life, we talked about how you should only do for your family 
what they can’t do for themselves and how you need to have a vision for your family after 
you’re gone.  We talked about how what you leave behind will make a statement about what 
was important to you and that the most important statement it should make is how much you 
valued the Lord. 
Today, I want to wrap this by encouraging you to make decisions now that will cause people to 
remember you with joy. 
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Read 1 Chronicles 23:1-5 
 
The Question this sermon will answer: What two ideas about being remembered with joy can 
we learn and imitate from the life of King David? 

1. Disciple People Your Whole Life 
2. Direct Resources For Proactive Change 

 

I. DISCIPLE PEOPLE YOUR WHOLE LIFE 
 
Q: In reading 1 Chronicles 23:1, King David has yet to pass away, and yet Solomon is made king 
over Israel. Who is king? 
A: In this passage, Solomon is made co-regent – David is still king, and so is Solomon.  This is 
what historians call a coregency.  A coregency is the situation where a monarchical position 
(such as a king or queen, emperor, or empress, etc.), which is normally held by only a single 
person, is held by two or more.  This arrangement was well-documented in the ancient world 
and ensured a smooth transfer of power (not unlike our having a President and President Elect 
every 4-8 years).  It also explains the long reigns of the kings of Israel and Judah that are listed 
in Kings and Chronicles lining up with the more limited time frame in which they occurred. 
 
Q: To be made king seemed like a simple process in reading this passage. For further 
background study, read 1 Kings 1 and 2 for more details of this succession. Was this as simple as 
we thought? 
A: The word translated “made… king” is the normal OT word that appears throughout the 
books of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles that generally describes a coronation.  The Chronicler 
notes this in a single verse, though Kings tells us that this was a pretty messy process.  It 
eventually got ironed out, and Solomon ascended to the throne. 
 
Discussion: What are the advantages of such an overlap in rule between David and Solomon? 
(Even at the very end of his life, David is still discipling and training his son.  As I said earlier in 
the series, we don’t know how old Solomon was when he became king, but we do know that 
David had been training him his whole life for this.) 
 
Application: Specifically, to those of you here who are retired or over 65… Listen, you may be 
done with your work, but God is not done with you! If you want to die like a King, you need to 
keep training people even in your old age! The church needs your wisdom! In what ways can 
you train others with the wisdom God has given you? 
 

If you are successful, it becomes possible for you to leave an inheritance for 
others. But if you desire to create a legacy, then you need to leave something 

in others. When you think unselfishly and invest in others, you gain the 
opportunity to create a legacy that will outlive you.” -John Maxwell 
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Dying like a king means that we should make sure that our final years are spent pouring into 
those we will leave behind.  And this is so important: that’s something that EVERY single one of 
you can do!  It’s important because this series is not just for old people, or rich people, or old 
rich people – it’s for all of you!   
 
Application: What opportunities may God be giving you now to invest in others? What may be 
stopping you? How can you work with others to make it happen? Who can be your prayer 
partner in this process, and what will you need to be praying about? 
 

II. DIRECT RESOURCES FOR PROACTIVE CHANGE 
 
Q: What changes did David make to be proactive? 
A: He directed his resources to make future-focused proactive change in Israel. He changed the 
duties of the Levites. 
 
Q: What were the duties of the Levites? 
A: the tribe of Levi didn’t get a land-grant / inheritance like the other 11 tribes.  Their 
inheritance coming out of slavery in Egypt was to transport the Tabernacle / Tent of Meeting 
and all the hardware used in the worship of God in the desert.  All Israel’s priests came out of 
that tribe.  Their inheritance was to be in much closer proximity to God.  But once Israel got 
settled in the land, that changed. 
 
Q: Why did it change? 
A: David knew that building the Temple would mean a change for the Levites, so he proactively 
funded it and directed resources to deal with that anticipated change.   
 
Q: What would be the result of such changes among the people? 
A: Every time the people of Israel went up to the Temple, for hundreds of years, and saw the 
Levites performing their new duties, and heard the music, they would have experienced joy 
because of David’s vision / legacy. 
 
Q: Why would God be okay with the changes? 
A: The reason God is okay with this, is that David is fulfilling an old prophecy in what he’s doing.  
Look at what Moses told Israel nearly 400 years earlier: 

10 But you will cross the Jordan and settle in the land the LORD your God is 
giving you as an inheritance, and he will give you rest from all your enemies 

around you so that you will live in safety. 11 Then to the place the LORD your 
God will choose as a dwelling for his Name—there you are to bring everything 

I command you: your burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tithes and special 
gifts, and all the choice possessions you have vowed to the LORD. 12 And 

there rejoice before the LORD your God—you, your sons and daughters, your 
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male and female servants, and the Levites from your towns who have no 
allotment or inheritance of their own. Deuteronomy 12:10–12 

On some level, there is good news in the idea that while on the surface, it looks like David was 
changing Israel’s form of worship, God had planned this LONG before David came along. So we 
can rejoice knowing that once again, God drew the circle of His covenant wider through Jesus’ 
sacrifice, and invited us Gentiles to become part of it by grace through faith.   
 
David knew that things were going to change in the future, so he proactively anticipated that 
and pointed resources in that direction.  
 
Application: Nick Wilkes was able to share about the life and impact of Rob Frey. What were 
some observations or thoughts you had about Rob? What was it about his story that resonated 
with you? What ways were you challenged? 
 
Casey shared the following story in his sermon entitled: Man's Own Hilarious Obituary Points 
to Christ.  A man named Ken Fuson from Des Moines, IA actually wrote his own obituary before 
he died. 
 

Ken Fuson, born June 23, 1956, died Jan. 3, 2020 in at Nebraska Medical Center, of liver 
cirrhosis, and is stunned to learn that the world is somehow able to go on without him. Ken 
attended the University of Missouri-Columbia’s famous School of Journalism, which is a clever 
way of saying, "almost graduated but didn't." Facing a choice between covering a story for the 
newspaper or taking his final exams, Ken went for the story. He never claimed to be smart, just 
committed. 

In 1981, Ken landed his dream job, working as a reporter for The Des Moines Register. 
Ken won several national feature-writing awards. No, he didn't win a Pulitzer Prize, but he's 
dead now, so get off his back. 

In 2011, Ken accepted a job in the marketing department at Simpson College, where he 
remained until 2018. He was diagnosed with liver disease at the beginning of 2019, which is 
pretty ironic given how little he drank. He is survived by his sons who all brought Ken 
unsurpassed joy. He hopes they will forgive him for not making the point more often. He loved 
his boys and was (and is) extraordinarily proud to be their father. 

Ken had many character flaws - if he still owes you money, he's sorry, sincerely. Though 
he prided himself on letting other drivers cut in line.  

For most of his life, Ken suffered from a compulsive gambling addiction that nearly 
destroyed him. But his church friends never gave up on him. Ken last placed a bet on Sept. 5, 
2009. He died clean. He hopes that anyone who needs help will seek it. Miracles abound. 

Ken's pastor says God can work miracles for you and through you. Skepticism may be 
cool, and for too many years Ken embraced it, but it was faith in Jesus Christ that transformed 
his life. That was the one thing he never regretted. It changed everything. God is good. Embrace 
every moment, even the bad ones. See you in heaven. Ken promises to let you cut in line. 
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Big Idea: Dying like a king means that people will smile when they remember 
the impact you made for the Kingdom. 

 
How will you be remembered?  
 
Reflection Exercise: Write down what your obituary might look like. Pray about what changes 
you would like to see in yourself. What changes will you need to make to be remembered with 
joy? At what parts of your life story did you see God working that might be an encouragement 
to others? 
 
Next Week 
New Series: Bethlehem’s Bakery 
Gingerbread Man: Jesus is the Son of Man and Bread of Life 
Scriptures: Matthew 2:1-6; John 1:1-18; John 6:25-59 

 
David’s Prayer 1 Chronicles 29:1-13 
“Praise be to you, LORD, the God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. Yours, 
LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for 
everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head 
over all. Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are 
strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. Now, our God, we give you thanks, and 
praise your glorious name.” 
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