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INTRO

Tell the children about a time when you experienced favoritism. Explain what it was like and 
how it felt to you as you witnessed it or were on the receiving end of it. 

SCRIPTURE READING 

James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• What are some of the reasons people become favorites in our classrooms, in our 
families, in our communities? 

• Perhaps you’ve experienced favoritism. What was it like when someone was a favorite, 
and you weren’t? 

• I wonder what God may have to say about playing favorites. Can you imagine how 
God’s love might be different than favoritism? 

WRAP-UP

Tell the children that in this morning’s scripture, taken from the book of James, the author 
writes to a church that has been playing favorites within their congregation.  Explain that in 
that community the more wealthy people were being treated better than the poor people. 
Describe how that is different than God’s ways in the world. Tell the children that the Bible 
teaches us a really simple way to avoid playing favorites. Show the children this morning’s 
illustration and tell them that the Bible tells us to love our neighbor as ourselves. Wonder with 
them what it is like to do that and how we treat others when that’s what we do. Explain that in 
God’s eyes no one is better or worse than another person and that all are loved the same 
amount. Ask the children how this would look in their life and give them some ideas as you 
close. Ask them what it might feel like to never see favoritism again and what they can do to 
stop it from continuing. Invite them to pray with you. 

PRAYER 
Dear God, thank you for this morning’s scripture and teaching us the way to love as you do 
without playing favorites. Help us love others as much as we love ourselves, so there aren’t 
any favorites, and no one is left out. Amen. 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