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INTRO

Tell the children of a time when you were given a generous gift. Explain to them what it was 
and from whom, what it was like to receive it and how you felt. 

SCRIPTURE READING 

James 1:17-27 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• How many of you have heard the word “generous“ before? How might you explain 
that word to someone who hasn’t ever heard it before? 

• There are many different ways we can be generous with others, from sharing our 
possessions to offering forgiveness to people who hurt us. What ways are you 
generous with those around you? 

• How might God be generous with us? In what ways can we live generously? 

WRAP-UP

Explain to the children that in this morning’s scripture read from the book of James, we learn 
a bit about being generous. Show the children this morning’s illustration and tell them that 
the author of our scripture writes that “Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is 
from above.“ Explain that God is very generous and that we’re invited to live in the ways God 
shows us. Explain that a generous life is one that makes space for all people. Tell them that 
every time we respond by being slow to anger and listening more, we are being generous. 
When we encourage others to be free to be themselves, we are being generous. When we 
share our resources with each other, we are being generous. As you close, wonder with the 
children about how they might encourage others to be the people they are. Give them some 
ideas, e.g., tell a friend who wears clothes that are “different“ that you like their unique style, 
be quick to listen to someone when they are speaking, forgive your little sister for throwing 
her tantrum, etc. Invite the children to pray with you or take a stand against the separation of 
families by the government by donating to reunite them. 

PRAYER 
Dear God, thank you for this morning’s scripture and for teaching us that generosity comes in 
all shapes and sizes. Help us to live a generous life, creating ways for others to live free to be 
themselves. Help us to model this by being generous with love for ourselves as a start. Amen. 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