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INTRO
Explain to the children that today is a special day in the church's calendar called Palm Sunday.
Show them this morning's illustration and ask them what they notice.

SCRIPTURE READING
Mark 11:1-11

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•

Palm Sunday is when we remember the day Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey.
The people were so excited to see Jesus. How might you have felt to be there with the
crowds cheering as Jesus rode down the street?

•

The people on the streets were calling Jesus a king and yelling, "Hosanna!" In Hebrew,
"Hosanna!" means to save. They wanted Jesus to save them and give them new life. I
wonder how God's love brings us new life today.

•

When Jesus rode through Jerusalem on the donkey, the crowds knew he was God's
chosen one. They watched his life carefully and wanted to follow his ways. How might
the example of Jesus' life and his love for all people help us live our lives today?

WRAP-UP
Explain that every year on Palm Sunday, when we remember Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a
donkey, we also remember why Jesus came to Earth. We remember how the people there on
the street were cheering, "Hosanna! Save us!" Tell the children that Jesus came to the world
to save all of us, to show us the way out of the things in the world that are harmful to us all.
Share that when we don't love in the ways Jesus loved, we can hurt each other, we can leave
people out in the cold on the streets, we can ignore our impact on the environment, we can
forget about those that need us most, we can just think about ourselves and protecting our
own stuff. Jesus came to teach us the ways we miss the mark and to give an example of God's
amazing love in the world. I wonder how we can show God's love to others like Jesus did
while he was alive? As we remember Jesus today and think about how God's love saves the
whole world, let's remember all those who Jesus cared for that we sometimes forget. Invite
the children, as you close, to be on the lookout for those who are lonely or those who are hurt
or in need of help and to find ways to be a loving friend to them like Jesus would be.

PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for Jesus and for his life that shows us how to love all of your creation in
the best ways. Thank you for sending Jesus to save us and for our Palm Sunday celebration
today. Help us celebrate him all year long by loving those around us. Amen.
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