
	

CORE DISCUSSION GUIDE 5.8.16 
 
GETTING STARTED: 

1. What is the thing that irritates you the most (either rationally or 
irrationally)? 

2.  Where is your preferred ‘place of prayer’?  How do you like that 
place arranged/set up?   
 

DIGGING DEEPER (Read Acts 16:16-34): 
 

3. What is the ‘confession’ the slave girl makes concerning Paul 
and Silas?  Why does this ‘confession’ so annoy Paul especially 
since it is true? 

4. Why do you think the reasons for the anger of the slave girl’s 
owners in verse 19 and verses 21-22 differ?  What does it tell us 
about the character of these men? 

5. One of the ‘charges’ leveled against Paul and Silas is that they 
are “Jews”.  How do you think racism and xenophobia are at play 
in this passage? 

6. Paul and Silas are falsely accused, severely beaten and thrown 
into a dark prison cell.  How do they react to this? Does their 
reaction surprise you? 

7. What is the jailer’s assumption concerning the prisoners after he 
experiences the earthquake and sees the cell door open? Is this 
a logical assumption?  Why or why not? 

8. What does the fact that Paul and Silas do not leave the jail tell us 
about their character and motivations? 

9. How does the jailer express his new faith in Jesus Christ?  
  
Applying the Lesson:  

10. The girl’s owners rejected the Gospel because it cost them 
financially.  What financial concerns keep some people from faith 
today?  Do you struggle with any of these? 

11. In what ways do racism and xenophobia (conscious or 
subconscious) play in how we react to others?  How can we 
avoid this? 

12. If you were falsely accused, severely beaten and thrown into a 
dark cell, how would you feel about God and God’s plan?  

13. Would you stay in the prison for the sake of the life of the jailer?  
Why or why not? 

14. If you were to be asked, “What must I do to be saved?” how 
would you answer? 

15. What does ‘freedom in Christ’ mean to you?  How is this 
demonstrated in your day-to-day life? 

Notes:  
 


