
	  

CORE DISCUSSION GUIDE 3.6.16 
 
GETTING STARTED: 

1. What is the larges party/celebration your family has ever thrown?  
What was the occasion? 

2. In your family who was the ‘obedient’ one?  Who was the ‘wild 
child?’ 
 

DIGGING DEEPER: 
 
Read Deuteronomy Luke 15:11-32 
 

3. Based on your perspective, what do you think caused the 
younger brother to leave home? 

4. If you were the father, how do you think you would have reacted 
to the request of the younger son? 

5. What causes the younger brother to ‘come to his senses?’ 
6. What do you think the younger son was thinking as he journeyed 

home? 
7. What does it reveal about the father that he SEES his son while 

he is far off and RUNS to him? 
8. Was the party a good idea? 
9. How do you think the older brother felt when he found out about 

the party? 
10. What does the older brother’s response in vv. 29-30 reveal about 

him? 
11. Why do you think Luke leaves this parable’s ending ‘open’ or 

unresolved? 
 

APPLYING THE LESSON 
 

12. I know we are supposed to love this parable, but how would you 
feel if you were the older brother?  Would you ‘buy’ the argument 
of the father? 

13. The father uses resurrection language to speak about the return 
of the younger son.  What do you think this language attempts to 
convey to us about the father’s love for the younger son, and 
God’s love for us? 

14. Robert Capon writes concerning this parable that “It proclaims 
clearly that grace operates only be raising the dead: those who 
think that can make their own lives the basis of their acceptance 
by God need not apply.”  Reflect on that in the case of the older 
brother and the younger brother and the ‘Scribes and Pharisees’ 
in 11:1-2. 

Notes: 
 


