
WHAT DOES BAPTISM MEAN?
Baptism literally means “to dip or immerse”. It symbolizes a burial and a resurrection.
 “Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into
 his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that,
 just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live
 a new life.”  [Romans 6:3-4]

Baptism illustrates the gospel message.
 “For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ
 died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that
 he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures...”  [1 Corinthians 15:3-4]

Baptism is a testimony to God’s gift of salvation through Christ; it’s not earned or
deserved; it is a gift of God’s grace.
 “When you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith
 in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.”  [Colossians 2:12]

WHY SHOULD I BE BAPTIZED?
Baptism is one way to follow the example Jesus set for us.
 “In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
 Jordan.”  [Mark 1:9]

Baptism was commanded by Jesus.
 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
 Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that
 I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
 [Matthew 28:19-20]

Baptism demonstrates we believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
 “By this we may be sure that we know him, if we obey his commandments.”  [1 John 2:3]

Baptism
FAQs

Baptism is not a measure of whether we are “saved” or not; it is a profound
step in our faith and relationship with God. It happens after we receive the
free gift of a relationship with God and is a celebration of our new identity
in His family. Baptism was modeled by Jesus and is a public declaration

of our faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
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WHY DO WE BAPTIZE BY IMMERSION?
Baptism literally means “to dip or immerse”. It symbolizes a burial and a resurrection.
 “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
 into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that,
 just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk
 in newness of life.”  [Romans 6:3-4]

Jesus was baptized that way.
 “And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the
 heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
 alighting on him.”  [Matthew 3:16]
 
Every Biblical example was by immersion.
 “He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went
 down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water...”
 [Acts 8:38-39]

WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED?
Anyone who calls themselves a follower of Jesus. Baptism is a decision one makes in
obedience to God, publicly sharing their decision to trust in Christ alone for their
salvation. Every person who believes in Jesus should be baptized.
 “For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body - Jews or Greeks, slaves or free -
 and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  [1 Corinthians 12:13]

 “So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three
 thousand persons were added.”  [Acts 2:41]

 “Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have
 received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he ordered them to be baptized in the
 name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.”  [Acts 10:47-48]

For more information on what we believe about baptism, click HERE.

https://2017.manual.nazarene.org/section/baptism/

