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1. A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son is a

sorrow to his mother.

2 Treasures gained by wickedness do not profit, but

righteousness delivers from death.

3 The Lord does not let the righteous go hungry, but

he thwarts the craving of the wicked.

4 A slack hand causes poverty, but the hand of the

diligent makes rich.

5 He who gathers in summer is a prudent son, but he

who sleeps in harvest is a son who brings shame.

6 Blessings are on the head of the righteous, but the

mouth of the wicked conceals violence.

7 The memory of the righteous is a blessing, but the

name of the wicked will rot.

8 The wise of heart will receive commandments, but a

babbling fool will come to ruin.

9 Whoever walks in integrity walks securely, but he

who makes his ways crooked will be found out.

10 Whoever winks the eye causes trouble, and a

babbling fool will come to ruin.

11 The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, but

the mouth of the wicked conceals violence.

12 Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all offenses.

13 On the lips of him who has understanding, wisdom

is found, but a rod is for the back of him who lacks

sense.

14 The wise lay up knowledge, but the mouth of a fool

brings ruin near.

15 A rich man's wealth is his strong city; the poverty of

the poor is their ruin.

16 The wage of the righteous leads to life, the gain of

the wicked to sin.
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“A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.”
“Two heads are better than one.”
“Look before you leap.”

Words of wisdom have been passed down through the millennia by parents and caregivers and have become part of
our everyday speech. Through the verses in this passage, we see “compare and contrast” statements of the wise and
the foolish.

We can see through the contrasting statements of this section that it is not wisdom or righteousness that brings
about good, but wisdom AND righteousness. We learned in Proverbs 1:7 that, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge.” Proverbs 2:6 said, “For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding …” So
to gain wisdom, we must turn to God for it.

As to righteousness, Paul, quoting from the Psalms, tells us, “For we have already charged that all, both Jews and
Greeks, are under sin, as it is written:

“None is righteous, no, not one;
no one understands;
no one seeks for God.

All have turned aside; together they have become worthless;
no one does good,
not even one.” (Romans 3:10-12)

So, if the only way to gain wisdom is to turn to God, yet no one is righteous and no one seeks for God, then what hope
do we have? The answer to that is found in Jesus Christ, our righteousness (1 Corinthians 1:30). Jesus tells us in John
6:37, “All that the Father gives me will come to me,” and verse 44 says, “No one can come to me unless the Father
who sent me draws him.” It is quite a paradox that the only way to get wisdom and righteousness is from God, who
must first call a person to himself to get these things (John 6:44). Through the Holy Spirit, the Lord prods us to follow
His calling, and through sanctification (big theological word for making or declaring something holy) we are made
righteous.



So, it is only through God that the good things we read in Proverbs are possible: making our parents proud (verse 1),
being delivered from death (verse 2), filling of our spirit with satisfaction (verse 3), strength to be diligent in the work of
the Lord (verse 4), being fondly remembered (verse 7), being teachable (verse 8), living at peace (verse 9), and being
an encouragement to others (verse 11).

Finally, though, in verse 16, we receive the ultimate blessing of God: Life. Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” This tells us that what we earn when we sin is
death, however, the Lord showed me in verse 16 that what we earn when we are righteous is life: but this is only
made possible because of the blood of Jesus. We are only made righteous when we accept what Jesus Christ has
done on our behalf. Without our Lord, Jesus Christ, we are fools who only deserve punishment (verse 13). But praise
be to God for his free gift! Have you accepted this gift?

Questions:

1. What words of “wisdom” have been passed down to you? How have these words proven to be, or not to be,
wisdom?

2. Looking back at the second to last paragraph, which of the examples listed have you seen in your life that are
only possible because of the goodness of the Lord?

3. Have you accepted the free gift of God in exchange for your wages that lead to death? If you have not, and
would like to learn more about this free gift that’s possible through Jesus Christ, reach out to
pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com
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