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12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus

has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what

lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of

God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God will

reveal that also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to what we have attained.

17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us. 18

For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19

Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 20 But

our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body

to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.

4 Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved.
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The apostle Paul is making a very powerful case here. He is showing us what it looks like to be called from something
to something. Imagine doing an about-face, a 180-degree turn. Paul’s life looked totally different prior to his knowing
Christ. Paul’s righteousness was based on what he had done and not what Christ had done. So our lives should look
different as well. For many of us, if we are not careful, we can easily label ourselves due to our pasts, to either make it
all about us or to make it all about Jesus. We can sometimes get caught up in our past mistakes and sins, and catch
ourselves looking back over our shoulders, or get caught up in all the self-righteous things that we boast about. But
God has called us to be a part of something greater than ourselves. He has called us out of darkness into His
marvelous light so we can look forward toward him (1 Peter 2:9). We were bought with a price. We are not our own.
May we press forward and not be concerned or consumed with what’s in the past, and know our sins have been
forgiven and paid for in full by the blood of Jesus (1 John 2:1-2). Amen and amen.

I love verses 12-14. Paul recognizes that this life he lives is no longer his, nor does it belong to him. It’s all for Christ
Jesus. And he recognizes that he cannot look back on things of the life he once lived. He knows he has to press on
forward to run toward Christ and his righteousness. This text reminds me of a story in the Old Testament in 1 Kings
19:19-21, when Elijah anoints Elisha. Elisha was plowing behind twelve oxen, and Elijah the prophet walked up and
anointed him to follow him and serve God. Elisha wanted to go back to kiss his mother and father goodbye. Elijah
basically said, “Go ahead, but don’t forget what God just did here.” Elisha was to never look back to his old life but to
look forward to serving God.

The Lord in this passage has reminded me where he brought me from and has brought me to. I’ve been called out of
darkness! I've been called to live in the light as He is in the light (1 John 1:7). The life I have is now found in Christ
Jesus. And I am called to press on toward the goal and prize of Jesus Christ, not looking back, but looking forward. In
verse 17, Paul says to keep your eyes on those who live as we do. If you keep reading the passage, you will see an
example of what it looks like to live not according to Christ but to be in the dark. Friends, my prayer is that I will
continue to live in the light of Christ, keep my eyes on those who walk in a manner worthy of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, and that you will, too. I want to live this life to serve and please God, not man or my fleshly desires (Colossians
3:17, 23). Let's not get caught up in the past and look back over our shoulders and forget what God has called us to.
Let’s keep our eyes on the prize of Christ and his purposes in our life.



Questions:

1. What have you struggled to leave behind that God has called you from? Are you looking over your shoulder?
Please share with your Journey Group or biblical community.

2. Paul encourages us to keep our eyes on those who live to honor the Lord. Who do you have in your life to
look to who would be that person? If no one, reach out to pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com.

3. In Chapter 4:1, Paul mentions to his church family that they are his joy and crown and that he loves them. We
love you, church; may you be rooted in Christ in all you do. May you be a joy wherever you go.
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