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1 Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and

it is a safeguard for you. 2 Watch out for those dogs, those evildoers, those mutilators of the flesh. 3 For it is we who

are the circumcision, we who serve God by his Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the

flesh— 4 though I myself have reasons for such confidence.

If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day,

of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal,

persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless.

7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a

loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I

consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that

comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of

faith. 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming

like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.
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Paul, still imprisoned, writes to encourage the church of Philippi. He begins by reminding them to look out for people
who do wicked things. For the remainder of this passage, he focuses more on what we ought to be looking into. This
is the goal in life, if you will.

Paul shares in verses 4-10 all of the reasons he has to boast in the flesh. He points out the pride in his life. I sometimes
wonder how many times, as a Christian, that I’ve had the mindset of “oh look at me, I’m so perfect in God's eyes.” Paul
takes all of this into account and instead of rejoicing in all his “perfectness,” he chooses to show that his walk with
Jesus has shown to be the most valuable thing in his life. At this point, he believes firmly that everything else, all his
achievements, is rubbish. Furthermore, Paul is not a person who goes to church on Sunday and says, “Hi God, bye
God, see you next weekend.” This is a man who, amongst a lot of Christ followers, is the one we look to on how to
essentially “do life” in Christ. Paul even goes so far as to say “imitate me, as I imitate Jesus” (1 Corinthians 11:1).

In these few verses, it seems that the most important thing we'll ever have as human beings is a relationship with
Jesus Christ. This is a solid reminder that everything else we do here in this world, though it may be great and look
beautiful, is nothing compared to knowing God. Paul states in verse 8 what the true meaning in life is for him. “I
consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” While our worth in the
world may come from knowing how to do things or maybe even knowing the right people, Paul calls us to make sure
our true worth in life, above all else, is knowing Christ. The biggest question from this passage to me is this: Are we
focused more on looking great and perfect in front of the world and letting pride get the best of us? Hopefully, we
are striving to know that the “perfection” in our life strictly comes from having a relationship with Jesus Christ. Let us
remember friends, it's not what we do but what Jesus has done for us.

Questions:

1. What does perfection look like to you?

2. Is what you do more important to you than what God has done for you?

3. Do you tend to forget what the most important thing is?


