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19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I too may be cheered by news of you. 20 For I have

no one like him, who will be genuinely concerned for your welfare. 21 For they all seek their own interests, not those

of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know Timothy's proven worth, how as a son with a father he has served with me in the

gospel. 23 I hope therefore to send him just as soon as I see how it will go with me, 24 and I trust in the Lord that

shortly I myself will come also. 25 I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus my brother and fellow

worker and fellow soldier, and your messenger and minister to my need, 26 for he has been longing for you all and

has been distressed because you heard that he was ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, near to death. But God had mercy on

him, and not only on him but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. 28 I am the more eager to send him,

therefore, that you may rejoice at seeing him again, and that I may be less anxious. 29 So receive him in the Lord with

all joy, and honor such men, 30 for he nearly died for the work of Christ, risking his life to complete what was lacking

in your service to me.
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Second Timothy 3:16 tells us that “all Scripture is breathed out by God and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness.” So why would the God of the universe include in this letter from Paul
about the seemingly mundane travel plans of Timothy and Epaphroditus in His Holy Word? Let’s unpack these verses
and see what we can find.



In verses 19-24, Paul tells us about Timothy. Timothy was like Paul’s own son. There was no one else like him that
served with a genuine, others-oriented heart. Paul then tells us about Epaphroditus. He almost died for the sake of
bringing money from the Philippian church to help Paul while he was in prison in Rome. This situation shows us that
he also lived in a way where others are counted as more significant. These are the kind of people God wants us to
imitate as we seek to serve Him. Epaphroditus is mentioned only in Philippians.

Are you traveling outside of your people group to serve others like Paul, Timothy and Epaphroditus did? Many
people think of missions as going across the world to serve others and spread the gospel to unreached people. After
all, Jesus commissioned us to “go therefore and make disciples of all nations'' (Matthew 28:19). Missions can also
happen right here, in our own backyard. The Lord has blessed me with the opportunity to experience both. Serving
our church and communities here in Van Zandt County is a blessing. I also was able to serve. alongside my brothers
and sisters in Christ at MITC in Mexico. It was a life changing experience because I saw this scripture in action: “And
day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and
generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day
those who were being saved” (Acts 2:46-47). Don’t let your schedule and concerns crowd out your Christian service to
and love for others.

Questions:

1. How are you serving Christ by serving others?

2. Must every Christian be willing to be sent anywhere? Is the missionary calling something you have ever
considered?

3. Who do you look to as an example of the kind of person God wants you to be?


