
BIBLE TEXT | PHILIPPIANS 1:19-30
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

19 for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance,

20 as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always

Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I

am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed

between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in the flesh is more

necessary on your account. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress

and joy in the faith, 26 so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you

again. 27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am

absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the

gospel, 28 and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of

your salvation, and that from God. 29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only

believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30 engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still

have.
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I love life. I love spontaneous laughter, worshiping through song, and the beauty of a sunrise, to name a few things,
but I also know pain, betrayal, and plain old hurt. Life is hard. This is the stuff that makes it up. These extremes can
make the newest Christ-follower long for heaven. Paul, the writer of Philippians, looks at the quandary of wanting to
serve Christ by sharing the Gospel here on earth and the craving to leave life’s troubles and be with Him in eternity.

As much as I may wonder why my heavenly Father takes certain people, and others remain to face difficulties, I also
don’t want to waste any opportunity to maximize God’s glory and share the Good News. So these opposites live side
by side in a Christian’s life. While I am homesick for heaven, I also want to take as many people with me as possible.
Remembering that I am in the world, not of it (John 17:16).

In verse 27, Paul is referring to himself being physically away from followers, but I think we can correlate the desire to
be with Jesus, too. While researching for this devotional, I came across a quote I wrote in my Bible from Brandon
Bachtel, and it sums it up perfectly; “Obstacles are the birthplace of opportunity.” How I handle these things can be a
wonderful testimony.  We are called to be peculiar people, after all (1 Peter 2:9).

No matter what, keep your eyes on Christ and live for Him until He calls you home. As Galatians 6:9 says, “And let us
not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.”

Questions:

1. How do you acknowledge your obstacles?

2. How can you glorify God in less than perfect circumstances?

3. Are the things you're living for worth dying for?


