
BIBLE TEXT | PHILIPPIANS 1:1-11
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers

and deacons: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with

joy, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he who

began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to feel this way

about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment

and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection

of Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all

discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11

filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.
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One thing that really strikes me about this passage is Paul says, “I thank my God.” In four simple words, he underlines
how God is not some remote Creator and Ruler, but someone who has interest in and authority over Paul’s life. And
He is not just Paul’s personal God; He wants to be your personal God. He has interest in us as individuals, and He
loves each one of us as if we were the only one. Think about what that means!



He is not some far-away, rule-giver and judge; He is a loving parent who is intensely interested in each one of us. Paul
underlines this in verse 6 by saying, “He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus
Christ.” The Lord does not just say, “OK, I have saved you,” give you a pat on the head and send you on your way. He
wants us to be “filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ (verse 11),” so that we may be
with Him for eternity.

As His children, we also have His ear. When we pray, we are not shouting across a void to Him. Remember when you,
as a small child, wanted to tell your parents something? Your parents would bend down so you could speak into his
or her ear. In this same way, we can whisper, and He will hear.

He does not want His children to be isolated in this life or the next; Christians are to be brothers and sisters to each
other, to hold each other in our hearts and help each other. We are to love each other and take action by praying for
our kin in Christ, and not just for the usual things we as humans hope for, such as work and health, but for our love
and knowledge of God and His word to increase. This will allow us to discern what is and is not pleasing to Him in an
increasingly complicated world. He is our Father, and we are His children. He wants what is best for us!

Questions:

1. Do you ever feel alone or lonely in this life? Seek God in the Bible and with other Christians. Consider joining a
Journey Group, a group of Christians who gather to support each other in leading a godly life. To explore this
further, sign up for Grouplink on February 20th at stonepointchurch.com/events.

2. Do you feel as if your sins have separated from God in a way that He might not want you as His child? You are
wrong. Check out the re:generation ministry on Monday nights at 7pm to learn ways you can get help
overcoming sin and allow Him to love you as He wants to do.

3. Do you wonder which steps you should take next in your walk with Christ? Ask your Journey Group or reach
out to pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com.
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