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12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my

absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to

work for his good pleasure. 14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be blameless and

innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine

as lights in the world, 16 holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in

vain or labor in vain. 17 Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am

glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.
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I have had the opportunity to do many different jobs in my life, some were good jobs, and some were not so good.
Some jobs I really enjoyed and some not so much. But for the most part, I have always been able to take the good
with the bad. I can remember way back when I was working construction; another guy and I got sent to the shop to
work for a day due to the job site being shut down. Because our boss liked us, he let us sweep and clean up the shop
instead of sending us home. This was one of those jobs that was really no fun, and my coworker was not happy about
it. He grumbled all morning and then while we were sweeping, he asked me how in the world could I seem to be
able to be content with whatever the boss gave us to do. I wish I could tell you at that point I was able to take him to
Philippians 2:12-18, but I was not. I think I told him that I was just glad to be able to work or something like that.

As I have grown in my walk with the Lord and I look back at that time and many other times of life, I can see that my
ability to do that was a gift from God. I also wish I could tell you I have never grumbled or complained about what I



was having to do or what circumstance I was going through in life. This is and can be one of the hardest things in our
walk with the Lord. I am so thankful that God gave us the Holy Spirit to walk with us during these hard times and the
good times. Philippians 4:13 says ”I can do all things through him who strengthens me”. It is a verse most of us know,
and at times we are able to apply it during our hard times. But Philippians 2:14 is one that I am afraid, all too often, we
seem to forget about. We also do not think about verse 2:15, “that you may be blameless and innocent, children of
God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world”.

The truth is, we are all called to be different from the world around us and live a life worthy of our calling (Ephesians
4;1). Paul tells us in Philippians 4, that we are to rejoice always and by doing this we too can learn how to be content
in all circumstances. When we are allowing the Spirit to lead us and depend on Christ’s strength, we can be shining
stars in this twisted generation. We can be content in the good times and the bad. When God’s joy is living in us and
flowing out of us, people notice and cannot help but want to know, “How in the world can you be so different; why
aren’t you upset?” That, my friends, is how we are all called to live and to be a shining light on the hill for all to see.

I have a sign above my front door that says, “Live in such a way that those who know you but do not know God, will
come to know God because they know you.” That makes me think of, “In the same way, let your light shine before
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew. 5:16). I pray that if we are not
living a life that others can see the joy of the Lord in us, that we will start to live such a life for the glory of God and
the gospel.

Questions:

1. How is your light shining today for others to see God?

2. What are you going through in this season of life that you need to stop grumbling about and trust God to get
you through?

3. What scriptures do you have that you go to when life is hard? When everything is good? Take some time and
thank God for both!


