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1 As soon as all the kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan to the west, and all the kings of the

Canaanites who were by the sea, heard that the Lord had dried up the waters of the Jordan for the people of Israel

until they had crossed over, their hearts melted and there was no longer any spirit in them because of the people of

Israel. 2 At that time the Lord said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and circumcise the sons of Israel a second time.” 3 So

Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the sons of Israel at Gibeath-haaraloth. 4 And this is the reason why Joshua

circumcised them: all the males of the people who came out of Egypt, all the men of war, had died in the wilderness

on the way after they had come out of Egypt. 5 Though all the people who came out had been circumcised, yet all

the people who were born on the way in the wilderness after they had come out of Egypt had not been circumcised.

6 For the people of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, until all the nation, the men of war who came out of

Egypt, perished, because they did not obey the voice of the Lord; the Lord swore to them that he would not let them

see the land that the Lord has sworn to their fathers to give to us, a land flowing with milk and honey. 7 So it was their

children, whom he raised up in their place, that Joshua circumcised. For they were uncircumcised, because they had

not been circumcised on the way. 8 When the circumcising of the whole nation was finished, they remained in their

places in the camp until they were healed. 9 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach of

Egypt from you.” And so the name of that place is called Gilgal to this day.
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This passage covers a topic I think would put fear into the heart of pretty much any grown man, and it is also a matter
that many parents have considered when their little boy comes into the world: circumcision. Cutting off the foreskin of
a little baby is considered a fairly common practice in the United States with 55-60% of boys having it performed in
the hospital. However, the practice of circumcising a grown man is significantly more rare. Why is it done? From a
practical standpoint, there are medical benefits, but most frequently, it’s for religious reasons. God commanded all
the males to be circumcised as part of the Abrahamic covenant, and all newborn boys were to be circumcised at
eight days old (Genesis 17:10). It was a physical reminder to all the men that they were God’s people. God also
showed how it was about obedience, cutting away the unwanted impediments keeping them from following God by
“circumcising their hearts” (Deuteronomy 30:6).

During the 40 years in Egypt, what had the Israelites done? They had neglected that physical act of obedience that
reminded them of who they were. The Israelites were not listening to Yahweh’s voice, and they completely
abandoned the practice. Why? I can only speculate, but I am sure at least part of it was that it was painful and hard.
One has to rest in order to heal properly after it’s done, and they had not been willing to take the time (Joshua 5:8)

Even so, it was still a commandment and Yahweh reminds Joshua that they need to circumcise ALL of the males
again. So the Israelites FINALLY completed that difficult task by circumcising all the males. That makes me think,
“What have I been putting off for 40 years that I know I should be doing?” God, please remind us of who we should
be, and let us be obedient as we remember how and why we are set apart.

Questions:

1. What have you been neglecting that God has told you to do?

2. What marks you as being different from the non-Christians around you? Are you displaying God’s love, or do
you act like an unbeliever?

3. Do you know God’s Word well enough to KNOW what He wants you to do? Do you know what He wants you
to do but still fail to do it? Read James 4:17.


