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1 The second lot came out for Simeon, for the tribe of the people of Simeon, according to their clans, and their

inheritance was in the midst of the inheritance of the people of Judah. 2 And they had for their inheritance

Beersheba, Sheba, Moladah, 3 Hazar-shual, Balah, Ezem, 4 Eltolad, Bethul, Hormah, 5 Ziklag, Beth-marcaboth,

Hazar-susah, 6 Beth-lebaoth, and Sharuhen—thirteen cities with their villages; 7 Ain, Rimmon, Ether, and Ashan—four

cities with their villages, 8 together with all the villages around these cities as far as Baalath-beer, Ramah of the

Negeb. This was the inheritance of the tribe of the people of Simeon according to their clans. 9 The inheritance of the

people of Simeon formed part of the territory of the people of Judah. Because the portion of the people of Judah

was too large for them, the people of Simeon obtained an inheritance in the midst of their inheritance.
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When I first read this passage a couple of months ago, I thought, “Oh my! Whatever am I going to write about here?”
Later, as I dove into the history of the tribe of Simeon, I gained a wealth of insight and the Lord showed me how the
life of Simeon shares common ground with humanity in our present time.

In our passage we see the tribe of Simeon receive an inheritance of townships from within the land of the tribe of
Judah, because Judah had an overabundance of land. But why didn’t Simeon receive an area specific to themselves
instead of someone else’s leftovers?

If we rewind and visit the 34th chapter of the book of Genesis, we learn of a very dreadful and tragic story of which
Simeon is a co-protagonist. Simeon and his brother Levi took revenge into their own hands after their sister Dinah was



violated by a man named Shechem. Recognizing his wrongdoing, Shechem attempted to make things right by asking
for permission to marry Dinah and uniting the two villages to benefit each other. He claimed to have fallen in love with
Dinah. This was not pleasing or satisfactory in the eyes of the brothers of Dinah, so they came up with a plan of their
own to settle the score. While all the brothers were involved in the recourse that took place, Simeon and Levi
indulged their anger in extreme violence and manipulation that resulted in despicable destruction and mass murder
of innocent lives. These crimes were most grievous to the heart of their father, Jacob, and as a result his blessing over
both of their tribes was instead a curse. The fulfillment of the prophecy of blessing took place according to Genesis
49:5-7 and the Simeonites were left with what was afforded to them out of an overabundance. I’d venture to say, this
was an act of mercy by a loving God, despite what was truly deserved. During the 40 years of wandering, the tribe of
Simeon lost a significant amount of its population causing them to be more vulnerable to attack. Their inheritance
placed them in the safety of the land of Judah where, over time, they became absorbed and declared one of the lost
tribes. On the other hand, the tribe of Levi was scattered about as foretold by Jacob but found repentance and turned
from their evil ways fulfilling their role as a chosen priesthood of the Most High God. What a difference we see for two
men who travelled a path of destruction together but went opposite ways at the fork in the road.

With our present atmosphere constantly inundated with hate and high emotion, it would be easy to get tangled up in
evil schemes just like Simeon and Levi did. While I would guess that each of us can safely say we haven’t massacred
a village, let us not forget 1 John 3:15 teaches us, “Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that
no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.” Does this mean if we recklessly splash words of hate or mockery across
social media toward a group of people we don’t agree with, that perhaps we ought to reconsider if we’ve massacred
a village? Jacob in his dealings with his boys was careful to curse the evil behavior instead of the individual. Do you
see the common ground?

May our lives be much more than a grievous example of negative impact because we operate in hatred or take
matters into our own hands that belong in the hands of the one true God of justice and redemption. Let us not miss
our opportunity to demonstrate what grace, forgiveness and long-suffering patience looks like. Do we not have the
opportunity to receive it ourselves, daily? Yes, we sure do! Praise God for His relentless love and mercy despite our
wretched, sinful ways. It is in these sinful ways we are so naturally inclined to indulge ourselves. But take heart! For
greater is He who is living in me, than he who is living in the world. Jesus has overcome the world and ALL the
tribulation we find in it. In Jesus we find peace and the ability to respond with godly honor and in selfless love that
embraces truth (1 John 4:4, John 16:33). That, friends, is the truth about how love really wins.



Questions:
1. Do you struggle with anger and frustration when you look at things that are taking place in our world

currently? Have you asked the Lord to search your heart and test your anxious thoughts to see if there are
any offensive ways in you toward Him? (Psalm 139:23-24)

2. Is there an area of your life where an emotion has become a sinful indulgence, or is in grave danger of
becoming one, that you need to turn over to the Lord and receive forgiveness and healing?

3. What steps can you take to guard your heart and your mouth as you navigate the world and people placed in
your path (Proverbs 4:23; Psalm 141:4)? How will you prepare yourself to answer with truth and godly honor
when appropriate?


