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1 When Jabin, king of Hazor, heard of this, he sent to Jobab king of Madon, and to the king of Shimron, and to the

king of Achshaph, 2 and to the kings who were in the northern hill country, and in the Arabah south of Chinneroth, and

in the lowland, and in Naphoth-dor on the west, 3 to the Canaanites in the east and the west, the Amorites, the

Hittites, the Perizzites, and the Jebusites in the hill country, and the Hivites under Hermon in the land of Mizpah. 4 And

they came out with all their troops, a great horde, in number like the sand that is on the seashore, with very many

horses and chariots. 5 And all these kings joined their forces and came and encamped together at the waters of

Merom to fight against Israel. 6 And the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid of them, for tomorrow at this time I

will give over all of them, slain, to Israel. You shall hamstring their horses and burn their chariots with fire." 7 So Joshua

and all his warriors came suddenly against them by the waters of Merom and fell upon them. 8 And the LORD gave

them into the hand of Israel, who struck them and chased them as far as Great Sidon and Misrephoth-maim, and

eastward as far as the Valley of Mizpeh. And they struck them until he left none remaining. 9 And Joshua did to them

just as the LORD said to him: he hamstrung their horses and burned their chariots with fire. 10 And Joshua turned

back at that time and captured Hazor and struck its king with the sword, for Hazor formerly was the head of all those

kingdoms. 11 And they struck with the sword all who were in it, devoting them to destruction; there was none left that

breathed. And he burned Hazor with fire. 12 And all the cities of those kings, and all their kings, Joshua captured, and

struck them with the edge of the sword, devoting them to destruction, just as Moses the servant of the LORD had

commanded. 13 But none of the cities that stood on mounds did Israel burn, except Hazor alone; that Joshua burned.

14 And all the spoil of these cities and the livestock, the people of Israel took for their plunder. But every person they

struck with the edge of the sword until they had destroyed them, and they did not leave any who breathed. 15 Just as

the LORD had commanded Moses his servant, so Moses commanded Joshua, and so Joshua did. He left nothing

undone of all that the LORD had commanded Moses.
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As I read verses 1-5, it seems a great army was headed to take over the Israelites. There were as many of them as the
sand on the seashore. Wow! If we stop there and don’t read any further, our minds can go into a downward spiral of
distress, worry, and fear. In today’s world, we can often let our imaginations run wild with “what ifs” before we ever
read the entire story. But oh, how the next verse changes the direction of our minds. Certainly, Joshua was glad to
hear from God. The Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid,” and gave other details of a plan God had in place to win
the battle.

In my own life, I can relate to Joshua and how he must have felt knowing an army of a great multitude was coming
after him and the people he loved dearly. For almost two years now, I have had to rely on the Lord and His will for my
life and my loved ones’ lives. The battle we face is much larger than anything I can fix on my own. As a parent we
want to fix everything for our children, but when faced with a battle that is out of our control, I have learned it’s all in
God's hands.

As we begin, I will ask what battle you are facing that seems impossible to win. Have you given up before you have
even begun the fight? Pause for a moment and pray that God would reveal His plan for your battle. In all battles, God
will fight for you. Give it all to Him. Through the power of prayer and His Word, God will guide every step we are to
take. Proverbs 3:5-6 tells us we should have confidence in the Lord and that He will direct our steps. We must be like
Joshua, and go into the battle assured of victory no matter how large or how powerful the enemy seems to be. The
enemy cannot defeat God. God has won the victory over sin on our behalf. Now, just as Joshua did, we must go fight
the battles, devote every sin to destruction, and leave nothing undone that the Lord has commanded each of us. As
we learned in Exodus 33:19, Moses had to rely on God alone to win the battle. God said He is our goodness. He shows
mercy, and will demonstrate compassion. God is a loving, kind Father to His children.

I want to encourage each of you to not give up on God’s plan for your life. In today’s world, we want everything to
happen very quickly and on our time table. I can testify that our God is a God of patience and discipline. He will
never be early or late. He will be right on time. Be patient in the waiting. Seek the Lord for all understanding.
Philippians 4:6 tells us not to be anxious about anything, but pray about everything. Abide daily; seek to draw near to
God so that the peace of God, unlike anything the world will offer, will be yours. In each battle, we can rest knowing
God has given us His armor to cover and protect us. We do not have to run from the battle or be afraid when God is
with us.



Questions:

1. Do you struggle with letting God be in total control of your life?

2. What do you need to unplug from to keep your emotional health in shape?

3. Are you struggling with an issue?  If you are, please reach out to your Journey Group or our pastoral team for
help. We do not have to fight battles alone.


