
BIBLE TEXT | JOSHUA 9:16-27
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

16 At the end of three days after they had made a covenant with them, they heard that they were their neighbors and
that they lived among them. 17 And the people of Israel set out and reached their cities on the third day. Now their
cities were Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kiriath-jearim. 18 But the people of Israel did not attack them, because
the leaders of the congregation had sworn to them by the Lord, the God of Israel. Then all the congregation
murmured against the leaders. 19 But all the leaders said to all the congregation, “We have sworn to them by the
Lord, the God of Israel, and now we may not touch them. 20 This we will do to them: let them live, lest wrath be upon
us, because of the oath that we swore to them.” 21 And the leaders said to them, “Let them live.” So they became
cutters of wood and drawers of water for all the congregation, just as the leaders had said of them.

22 Joshua summoned them, and he said to them, “Why did you deceive us, saying, ‘We are very far from you,’ when
you dwell among us? 23 Now therefore you are cursed, and some of you shall never be anything but servants,
cutters of wood and drawers of water for the house of my God.” 24 They answered Joshua, “Because it was told to
your servants for a certainty that the Lord your God had commanded his servant Moses to give you all the land and
to destroy all the inhabitants of the land from before you—so we feared greatly for our lives because of you and did
this thing. 25 And now, behold, we are in your hand. Whatever seems good and right in your sight to do to us, do it.”
26 So he did this to them and delivered them out of the hand of the people of Israel, and they did not kill them. 27
But Joshua made them that day cutters of wood and drawers of water for the congregation and for the altar of the
Lord, to this day, in the place that he should choose.
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In this passage, we see the Israelites offer mercy to a people who tried to save their own skin by lying to them. In the
preceding chapters, the Israelites destroyed the cities of Ai and Jericho by the power of God alone. The nearby
Gibeonites feared the Lord and what he could do to them, so they offered a treaty with Israel to be saved. Israel
accepted the treaty and made an oath before God to not attack them (verses 15 and 17).



The Israelites allowed the Gibeonites to live because they feared the wrath of God if they broke the oath they had
made to the Lord to not attack the Gibeonites. When they found out Gibeon was their next-door neighbor, Israel felt
wronged. So, the Israelites made them their servants, forcing them to chop wood and carry water.

As believers, we can be wronged, too, even after giving an oath to someone. The Bible tells us to let our “yes” be yes
and our “no” be no. Jesus commands us to not swear by heaven or by the earth because what we bound on earth will
be bound in heaven and what we loose on earth will be loosed in heaven (Matthew 5:33-37). God has given us all free
will to make (and break) promises to others. What we see in the second half of Joshua 9 is a people who have the
opportunity to seek revenge on wrongdoing by others but decide to uphold their oath out of fear and reverence for
the Lord.

Sin is not without its consequence. The Gibeonites lied as they feared for their lives and then were asked to chop
wood and carry water. Even in their consequence, the Gibeonites were asked to do tasks for the Lord and provide for
the needs of others. There is a lesson in this, too. As believers, we are to serve one another and provide for each
other's needs, no matter where we are in our lives. There are plenty of self-help books out there describing this
servant-minded attitude, but the ultimate book is our Bible. Let us continue to serve others, no matter the
circumstance! It is refreshing, like hot water on a cold day, or cold water on a hot day! We shouldn’t be lukewarm
(Revelation 3:16)!

As believers, we can glorify the Lord by keeping our promises, no matter how people wrong us. Paul tells us to leave
revenge to the Lord (Romans 12:19). We can also serve and meet the needs of others wherever possible, even if it is
something as simple as chopping wood and carrying water.

Questions:

1. How does your flesh want to respond when you are lied to? How should your spirit respond?

2. How good are you at keeping your promises? Do you let your “yes” be yes and your "no” be no? Do you find
yourself promising by heaven or by earth? How tightly do you hold those promises?

3. What does service look like to you? Are you someone willing to chop wood and carry water? Reread Joshua
9:27. Are you willing to serve "at the place the Lord would choose?" WIth your Journey Group, share these
ideas of how you could serve.


