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1 As soon as all the kings who were beyond the Jordan in the hill country and in the lowland all along the coast of the

Great Sea toward Lebanon, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites,

heard of this, 2 they gathered together as one to fight against Joshua and Israel.

3 But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and to Ai, 4 they on their part acted

with cunning and went and made ready provisions and took worn-out sacks for their donkeys, and wineskins,

worn-out and torn and mended, 5 with worn-out, patched sandals on their feet, and worn-out clothes. And all their

provisions were dry and crumbly. 6 And they went to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal and said to him and to the men of

Israel, “We have come from a distant country, so now make a covenant with us.” 7 But the men of Israel said to the

Hivites, “Perhaps you live among us; then how can we make a covenant with you?” 8 They said to Joshua, “We are

your servants.” And Joshua said to them, “Who are you? And where do you come from?” 9 They said to him, “From a

very distant country your servants have come, because of the name of the Lord your God. For we have heard a report

of him, and all that he did in Egypt, 10 and all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the

Jordan, to Sihon the king of Heshbon, and to Og king of Bashan, who lived in Ashtaroth. 11 So our elders and all the

inhabitants of our country said to us, ‘Take provisions in your hand for the journey and go to meet them and say to

them, “We are your servants. Come now, make a covenant with us.”’ 12 Here is our bread. It was still warm when we

took it from our houses as our food for the journey on the day we set out to come to you, but now, behold, it is dry

and crumbly. 13 These wineskins were new when we filled them, and behold, they have burst. And these garments

and sandals of ours are worn out from the very long journey.” 14 So the men took some of their provisions, but did not

ask counsel from the Lord. 15 And Joshua made peace with them and made a covenant with them, to let them live,

and the leaders of the congregation swore to them.
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When you initially read this story, if you’re like me, your focus is on the deception of the Gibeonites and the
foolishness of the Israelites.. As I was preparing for this devotional though, God turned my focus. It is a story about a
great deception, but we also see in this story three different reactions to God’s power.

All the nations beyond the Jordan River, in the land that God had promised to the Israelites, decided to finally come
together to fight their common enemy (the Israelites) after they saw what God had done to Jericho. Strategically, this
was done way too late. They would have had the tactical advantage if they had acknowledged the power of God
earlier, seen His people as a formidable enemy, and formed alliances to stop God’s people before they ever crossed
the Jordan River. Instead, in their pride, they waited; not believing the Israelites to be a big enough threat. They
underestimated God’s power and then, in their pride, threw together a defense that was doomed for failure . They
could have tried to run but they were too proud to do anything but fight. Proverbs 16:18 tells us “pride comes before
destruction” and that is exactly what happened to the nations.

The Gibeonites had a different reaction when they saw God’s power. The Gibeonites were clever and cunning people.
It is also believed that they were ruled by a group of elders instead of a king. The wisdom of group leadership might
have been what kept pride out of the equation and led to their response. They knew that they were no match for
God, so they came up with a deception to try to save their lives. They tricked the Israelites into believing the lie that
they were a nation from far away, and they offered themselves into slavery. Though they lied and tricked the
Israelites, they did come with humility, and they understood they were no match for God.

Then you have the Israelites, God’s people, who should have fully understood what God could do and how much
they should have trusted in Him and relied on His strength and wisdom. When they were faced with the Gibeonites,
they trusted in their own understanding instead of God’s. They didn’t seek God in the decision to make a treaty with
the nation from “far away”, instead they trusted in their own understanding. They trusted what they could see rather
than seeking wisdom from God. Knowing the outcome, we can see how foolish a decision this was, but how often do
we do the same thing; trusting in our own power instead of God’s? God tells us in Proverbs 3:5-6 that if we trust in Him
with our whole heart He will direct our paths.

I think I have been guilty of each of these reactions to God’s power to some extent. I’ve been too proud to submit to
God’s power and come to Him in humility; still trying to manipulate the situation, and (probably most of all) seeking to
do things in my own strength without relying on His wisdom. In each of these situations the outcome is not ideal. The
Gibeonites, while allowed to live, were in slavery. The Israelites were deceived and therefore went against what God



had told them to do, and as we will see as we continue through Joshua, the other nations will all fall. When we don’t
trust in God and His power, we can’t expect a good outcome. So often we let our pride, control, and self-reliance get
in the way of what God truly wants for us.

Questions:

1. Can you think of a time when you struggled to trust God’s power? Maybe you tried to manipulate the situation
or, in your pride, you thought you could handle it on your own. What was the outcome? (See Proverbs 28:26.)

2. Read the account of Jacob and Esau in Genesis 25:19-35 and Genesis 27. God told Rebekah that “the older
would serve the younger.” They knew God’s plan but didn’t trust in His timing and tried to make it happen in
their own strength. Because he didn’t trust God’s plan and timing, Jacob had to run and feared for his life. Do
you struggle to trust God’s timing?

3. Are there areas in your life right now that you are struggling to trust God’s power in? Have you let your pride,
control, or self-reliance get in the way? Confess that to your Journey Group and those that are close to you.
Take some practical steps towards trusting in God fully.


