
BIBLE TEXT | JOSHUA 8:30-35
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

30 At that time Joshua built an altar to the Lord, the God of Israel, on Mount Ebal, 31 just as Moses the servant of the

Lord had commanded the people of Israel, as it is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, “an altar of uncut stones,

upon which no man has wielded an iron tool.” And they offered on it burnt offerings to the Lord and sacrificed peace

offerings. 32 And there, in the presence of the people of Israel, he wrote on the stones a copy of the law of Moses,

which he had written. 33 And all Israel, sojourner as well as native born, with their elders and officers and their judges,

stood on opposite sides of the ark before the Levitical priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord, half of

them in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of Mount Ebal, just as Moses the servant of the Lord had

commanded at the first, to bless the people of Israel. 34 And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessing

and the curse, according to all that is written in the Book of the Law. 35 There was not a word of all that Moses

commanded that Joshua did not read before all the assembly of Israel, and the women, and the little ones, and the

sojourners who lived among them.
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In 2012, my daughter and I visited New York’s Grand Central Station on a tour of New York. Out of all of the places we
visited that week, Grand Central Station was one of my favorites. From its spectacular paintings on the ceiling to the
array of restaurants and shops throughout, Grand Central Station captivated me as I thought about the millions of
people who traveled through there every year.

One of the most fascinating features of the Station is the “whispering gallery” outside an oyster bar restaurant where
you can hold a soft-spoken conversation with a person who is 30 feet away from you, even in the busiest time of the
day. The special architecture of the ceiling just outside the oyster bar allows soundwaves to travel up to the ceiling
and bounce back to the recipient standing on the opposite side. There are many of these man-made and natural



whispering galleries (and their counterpart amphitheaters) in the world. Joshua and the Israelites utilized a similar
acoustical phenomenon toward the end of Joshua chapter 8.

The reading of the Law from the town of Shechem (located in the valley between Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal)
seemed to be “no big deal” when I first read verses 33-35. But then I did a little research and found that Shechem is
about one-half mile between each of the bases of the two mountains where the Israelites were assembled. That
means that Joshua’s voice had to project half of a mile in each direction! Skeptics would be amazed to know that this
amazing feat has been proven to be possible by various researchers including a team who visited the area in 1879.

In the beginning, God created this giant outdoor amphitheater that held approximately 600,000 men (with their
families) on either side and that amplified the voice of a single man, Joshua. God directed these people specifically
to this outdoor amphitheater so all of the people could hear the reading of the Law. He planned and set it all up
before they were born, just like he had planned the details of our lives before we were even born. He is the Master
Planner. With this, we can have peace, joy, and comfort as we relinquish control of our lives to him. We can also stand
in awe at the amazing natural wonders he has created for all of us on this planet that we believers call our temporary
home: earth.  Let’s praise the Lord for these blessings he has placed in our lives.

(Read more about the sound experiment here:
https://www.bibleplaces.com/2008/12/acoustics-of-mounts-gerizim-and-ebal/ )

Questions:

1. Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil,
to give you a future and a hope.” What other scripture tells us of God’s plans for us?

2. Has there ever been a “coincidence” in your life that you later looked back on and realized it was a blessing
from the Lord? If so, consider taking a few moments to thank God for these blessings, write them down, and
share them with others.

3. Have you ever made detailed plans for your life, only to have those plans completely changed due to
unexpected circumstances? How did you respond? How might you consider responding in the future,
knowing that God has a master plan for you?
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