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18 Then the LORD said to Joshua, "Stretch out the javelin that is in your hand toward Ai, for I will give it into your hand." And

Joshua stretched out the javelin that was in his hand toward the city. 19 And the men in the ambush rose quickly out of their

place, and as soon as he had stretched out his hand, they ran and entered the city and captured it. And they hurried to set

the city on fire. 20 So when the men of Ai looked back, behold, the smoke of the city went up to heaven, and they had no

power to flee this way or that, for the people who fled to the wilderness turned back against the pursuers. 21 And when

Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had captured the city, and that the smoke of the city went up, then they turned

back and struck down the men of Ai. 22 And the others came out from the city against them, so they were in the midst of

Israel, some on this side, and some on that side. And Israel struck them down, until there was left none that survived or

escaped. 23 But the king of Ai they took alive, and brought him near to Joshua. 24 When Israel had finished killing all the

inhabitants of Ai in the open wilderness where they pursued them, and all of them to the very last had fallen by the edge of

the sword, all Israel returned to Ai and struck it down with the edge of the sword. 25 And all who fell that day, both men and

women, were 12,000, all the people of Ai. 26 But Joshua did not draw back his hand with which he stretched out the javelin

until he had devoted all the inhabitants of Ai to destruction. 27 Only the livestock and the spoil of that city Israel took as

their plunder, according to the word of the LORD that he commanded Joshua. 28 So Joshua burned Ai and made it forever

a heap of ruins, as it is to this day. 29 And he hanged the king of Ai on a tree until evening. And at sunset Joshua

commanded, and they took his body down from the tree and threw it at the entrance of the gate of the city and raised over

it a great heap of stones, which stands there to this day.
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After recently completing the re:gen ministry, I’ve renewed my sense of complete awe in God’s faithfulness to us.
Despite failing Him over and over, God pursues us and desires for us to reconcile with Him. As proclaimed in
Lamentations 3:22-23, His compassions never fail, they are new every morning, and great is His faithfulness.

As Joshua leads Israel out of the wilderness and into Canaan, I see many parallels with these events and my own
journey in re:gen over the past year. While I would enjoy discussing at length how what has occurred in the
preceding chapters align with certain re:gen steps, I will focus only on the exciting message I see demonstrated in
today’s passage:  Great is His faithfulness.

Israel provoked God’s fierce anger (Joshua 7:1) when Achan coveted and kept items that God declared devoted things
that were sacred to Him (Joshua 6:19). God previously warned Israel that disobedience would bring about their
destruction (Joshua 6:18). This was fulfilled in two ways: Israel’s initial defeat at Ai (Joshua 7:4-5) and then the stoning
and burning of Achan, his family and his livestock (Joshua 7:24-25). The sin in our own lives likewise angers God and
we may face God’s judgement for those sins. But just as Israel removed disobedient Achan and his household from
their nation, we need to repent and turn away from our sins to “pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along
with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart” (2 Timothy 2:22).

This is what excites me about today’s passage, I find another example of God’s faithfulness. When Israel turned back
to God, He turned from His fierce anger (Joshua 7:26) and faithfully continued to keep His promises to Israel with a
resounding victory of Ai. Likewise, when we confess our sins and turn to God, He is faithful to forgive and purify us (1
John 1:9) and fulfill His great promise of redemption for those of us who call upon the name of Jesus (Romans 10:13).

Questions:

1. What are you keeping for yourself that should be devoted to God? (Matthew 6:19-21)

2. What sins do you need to confess to God?  (Psalms 139:23-34)

3. Have you called upon the name of Jesus and received God’s promise of eternal life?  (Romans 6:23)


