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1 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear and do not be dismayed. Take all the fighting men with you, and arise, go

up to Ai. See, I have given into your hand the king of Ai, and his people, his city, and his land. 2 And you shall do to Ai

and its king as you did to Jericho and its king. Only its spoil and its livestock you shall take as plunder for yourselves.

Lay an ambush against the city, behind it.” 3 So Joshua and all the fighting men arose to go up to Ai. And Joshua

chose 30,000 mighty men of valor and sent them out by night. 4 And he commanded them, “Behold, you shall lie in

ambush against the city, behind it. Do not go very far from the city, but all of you remain ready. 5 And I and all the

people who are with me will approach the city. And when they come out against us just as before, we shall flee

before them. 6 And they will come out after us, until we have drawn them away from the city. For they will say, ‘They

are fleeing from us, just as before.’ So we will flee before them. 7 Then you shall rise up from the ambush and seize

the city, for the Lord your God will give it into your hand. 8 And as soon as you have taken the city, you shall set the

city on fire. You shall do according to the word of the Lord. See, I have commanded you.” 9 So Joshua sent them out.

And they went to the place of ambush and lay between Bethel and Ai, to the west of Ai, but Joshua spent that night

among the people. 10 Joshua arose early in the morning and mustered the people and went up, he and the elders of

Israel, before the people to Ai. 11 And all the fighting men who were with him went up and drew near before the city

and encamped on the north side of Ai, with a ravine between them and Ai. 12 He took about 5,000 men and set them

in ambush between Bethel and Ai, to the west of the city. 13 So they stationed the forces, the main encampment that

was north of the city and its rear guard west of the city. But Joshua spent that night in the valley. 14 And as soon as

the king of Ai saw this, he and all his people, the men of the city, hurried and went out early to the appointed place



toward the Arabah to meet Israel in battle. But he did not know that there was an ambush against him behind the city.

15 And Joshua and all Israel pretended to be beaten before them and fled in the direction of the wilderness. 16 So all

the people who were in the city were called together to pursue them, and as they pursued Joshua they were drawn

away from the city. 17 Not a man was left in Ai or Bethel who did not go out after Israel. They left the city open and

pursued Israel.
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If you remember from Chapter 7, devoted things were taken from Canaan. As a result of one man’s sin (Achan), Israel
could not stand against their enemies (Joshua 7:12). After Joshua destroys the sin, he hears from the Lord on their
next steps. The Lord is so gracious and kind to remind Joshua to, “not fear and to not be dismayed.” Does this sound
familiar (Joshua 1:9)?

We’ll see that events are going to play out quite differently for Israel compared to the last attempt to defeat Ai. Giving
Israel a second chance, the Lord says to take all the fighting men totaling 30,000! Last time they only took about
three thousand (Joshua 7:4). Also, this time they are able to keep Ai’s spoil and livestock as plunder.

The men were to lie in ambush behind the city and to remain ready (verse 4). When the Israelites had drawn the
people out of the city, they were to come from behind to seize them and set the city on fire (verse 8). This is a very
strategic plan of action, given to the Israelites by the Lord himself. Last time, they were defeated because of the sin in
their midst. This time, Ai will be given into their hands (verse 7). Note, Israel is to do, “according to the word of the
Lord”. When Joshua first went against Ai, he did not consult God but relied on the strength of his army to defeat the
small city.  Only after Israel was defeated did they turn to God and ask what happened.

We, too, must be strategic in our battle plan against our enemy, Satan. We should remain ready. How do we do that?
As Christ-followers, we remain ready by remaining in him (John 15:5). Apart from Him, we can do no good thing. God’s
way is always the better way. We may not be facing a battle like the Israelites, but we do wrestle against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, and against the spiritual forces of evil in
the heavenly places (Ephesians 6:12). Another strategic tool in our belt against the enemy is to put on the whole
armor of God (Ephesians 6:11). We have the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the gospel of peace, the
shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:14-17).



All of the painful consequences I have suffered in life came as a result of living life, not according to the Word of the
Lord, but according to myself. As a self-reliant person, I am tempted to go my own way and prone to leave the God I
love. We are powerless to fight the enemy on our own. However, in the Lord’s strength, He will do great things
through us for His name’s sake! My motto is the same as Moses in Exodus 33:15 which says, “If your Presence will not
go with me, do not bring us up from here.” God should be glorified, not us. “Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your
name give glory, for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness” (Psalm 115:1).

Questions:

1. Abiding in God’s word is a must for me. I can see a big difference in my life when I am not attached to the vine.
Do you remain ready in this battle called, ”life” by remaining in Him?

2. Are you currently facing a battle in which you need to put on the armor of God? If you need prayer, please
speak with someone in your Journey Group.

3. Do you try to do things in your own strength apart from God? Have you come to a place of surrender, fully
relying on Him?


