
BIBLE TEXT | JOSHUA 7:10-26
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10 The Lord said to Joshua, “Get up! Why have you fallen on your face? 11 Israel has sinned; they have transgressed
my covenant that I commanded them; they have taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen and lied and put
them among their own belongings. 12 Therefore the people of Israel cannot stand before their enemies. They turn
their backs before their enemies, because they have become devoted for destruction. I will be with you no more,
unless you destroy the devoted things from among you. 13 Get up! Consecrate the people and say, ‘Consecrate
yourselves for tomorrow; for thus says the Lord, God of Israel, “There are devoted things in your midst, O Israel. You
cannot stand before your enemies until you take away the devoted things from among you.” 14 In the morning
therefore you shall be brought near by your tribes. And the tribe that the Lord takes by lot shall come near by clans.
And the clan that the Lord takes shall come near by households. And the household that the Lord takes shall come
near man by man. 15 And he who is taken with the devoted things shall be burned with fire, he and all that he has,
because he has transgressed the covenant of the Lord, and because he has done an outrageous thing in Israel.’”

16 So Joshua rose early in the morning and brought Israel near tribe by tribe, and the tribe of Judah was taken. 17 And
he brought near the clans of Judah, and the clan of the Zerahites was taken. And he brought near the clan of the
Zerahites man by man, and Zabdi was taken. 18 And he brought near his household man by man, and Achan the son
of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 19 Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give
glory to the Lord God of Israel and give praise to him. And tell me now what you have done; do not hide it from me.”
20 And Achan answered Joshua, “Truly I have sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and this is what I did: 21 when I
saw among the spoil a beautiful cloak from Shinar, and 200 shekels of silver, and a bar of gold weighing 50 shekels,
then I coveted them and took them. And see, they are hidden in the earth inside my tent, with the silver underneath.”

22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and behold, it was hidden in his tent with the silver
underneath. 23 And they took them out of the tent and brought them to Joshua and to all the people of Israel. And
they laid them down before the Lord. 24 And Joshua and all Israel with him took Achan the son of Zerah, and the
silver and the cloak and the bar of gold, and his sons and daughters and his oxen and donkeys and sheep and his
tent and all that he had. And they brought them up to the Valley of Achor. 25 And Joshua said, “Why did you bring
trouble on us? The Lord brings trouble on you today.” And all Israel stoned him with stones. They burned them with
fire and stoned them with stones. 26 And they raised over him a great heap of stones that remains to this day. Then
the Lord turned from his burning anger. Therefore, to this day the name of that place is called the Valley of Achor.
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Joshua was selected by God to lead Israel into the Promised Land after Moses’ death. God gave a commandment to
Joshua that only items that God declared as holy would be kept, and everything else acquired through Israel’s battles
would be destroyed (Joshua 6:18-19). God told Joshua that victory would come to Israel if His commandments and
laws were kept (Joshua 1:7).

A man named Achan from the tribe of Judah broke this covenant by keeping some of the devoted things for himself
(Joshua 7:1). This one man’s sin caused the entire nation of Israel to lose God’s provision and blessing. Any sin,
whether we perceive it as large or small, can have catastrophic consequences. Joshua confidently sent only 3,000
soldiers to defeat the Amorites at Ai, but without God’s provision and blessing (which was withdrawn because of the
sin of Achan), Israel was humiliated and defeated with a loss of 36 men in the Promised Land (Joshua 7:10-22).

It was through God’s mercy that Israel learned that the sin of even one man can infect the entire nation and that God’s
blessing could once again be given if the sin of one man was dealt with. Achan was stoned as a penalty for his sin as
his family watched, and the family’s possessions were destroyed (Joshua 7:23-26). Through this, God showed Israel
that the cost of sin always outweighs the temporary pleasure of that sin.

We can only win with God; we will always lose with sin. We cannot stand against our enemies until we remove sin
completely from our lives. We must consecrate ourselves daily and dedicate our lives to God to experience victory
(Romans 6:6-7).

Questions:

Please read Romans 6:1-14 as you consider the following questions:

1. Is there hidden sin in your life that could cause harm for those around you through consequences of that sin?



2. When things have gone wrong in your life, have you tried to fight those battles on your own and later realize
that a body in sin has no power against its enemies?

3. If we sin, how can God’s protection and blessings be restored to our lives?


