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1 But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of

Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the devoted things. And the anger of the LORD burned against the people

of Israel 2 Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth-aven, east of Bethel, and said to them, “Go up and

spy out the land.” And the men went up and spied out Ai. 3 And they returned to Joshua and said to him, “Do not have

all the people go up, but let about two or three thousand men go up and attack Ai. Do not make the whole people

toil up there, for they are few.” 4 So about three thousand men went up there from the people. And they fled before

the men of Ai, 5 and the men of Ai killed about thirty-six of their men and chased them before the gate as far as

Shebarim and struck them at the descent. And the hearts of the people melted and became as water. 6 Then Joshua

tore his clothes and fell to the earth on his face before the ark of the Lord until the evening, he and the elders of

Israel. And they put dust on their heads. 7 And Joshua said, “Alas, O Lord God, why have you brought this people over

the Jordan at all, to give us into the hands of the Amorites, to destroy us? Would that we had been content to dwell

beyond the Jordan! 8 O Lord, what can I say, when Israel has turned their backs before their enemies! 9 For the

Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear of it and will surround us and cut off our name from the earth.

And what will you do for your great name?”
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Israel could not be defeated by the Canaanites, but they could be defeated by alienating themselves from God’s plan
and power. As I honestly thought through that, I thought this is when I do not abide in His word, when I am alienating
and relying solely on myself. It is when I do not deeply commit intentional time with Him that I can be much like the
Israelites. When times are hard and busy, I do not make time to spend with God. But when I do spend time with Him, I
receive clarity and true peace, trusting that He will make all things right if I surrender to His will (Serenity Prayer).

When I was writing out my testimony and saw all the things the Lord brought to fruition, it was then I realized there
are consequences to my actions. The Lord did not just throw it at me. It was my decisions that were not wise or
honoring to Him. But when I saw it all written out, I was so amazed and humbled at the true picture of redemption
and restoration the Lord has provided me and continues to provide me daily. He taught me so much through my
foolishness, that I was able to repent and go back towards Him and what He wants for my life (Acts 3:19).

Just like we see in verses, 6-9. It was then that Joshua and the Israelites sought forgiveness by tearing their clothes
and putting dust on their heads, which is a sign of mourning. Joshua was not just mourning the death of the thirty-six
men, but he was mourning the loss of guidance and blessing from God. They fell into self-reliance, and when they
did, all things fell apart. Can you relate? I mean when life gets us down and we think “we can fix it” is when it all falls
apart and we are reminded we can do nothing apart from God (John 15:5).

In today’s Christianity, we can easily get caught up in man’s work or programs, worshipping more of the creation and
not the Creator. If we are not mindful, we can miss the transforming work of God in our lives, which is heartbreaking!
When we get off track and don’t abide, our hearts are not broken because we made a mockery of God, but rather our
hearts are broken due to our circumstances. Joshua shows us here that his overriding concern was for the glory of
God. Our greatest disappointment should be when we are not truly desiring and seeking the Lord with all our hearts.



Questions:

1. Are you spending time in God’s word daily?

2. Do you live a life of confession and repentance? Or do you have some things that still need to be brought into
the light? Share with your Journey Group or your biblical community.

3. Does your heart break because your sin makes a mockery of God? Or does it only affect you when your life is
upside down?


