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13 When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man was standing before him with

his drawn sword in his hand. And Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you for us, or for our adversaries?” 14 And

he said, “No; but I am the commander of the army of the Lord. Now I have come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the

earth and worshiped and said to him, “What does my lord say to his servant?” 15 And the commander of the Lord's

army said to Joshua, “Take off your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua

did so.
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As Joshua prepared to fight the biggest battle of his life he went near the battlefield, possibly to pray or contemplate.
The land God had promised to give His people was finally before him. Was he remembering the faithfulness of God
by recounting the many acts he had witnessed as he walked so closely with Moses all those years? Was he pouring
his heart out to the Lord (Psalm 34:17) asking Him to show up or to provide divine wisdom (James 1:5)? Certainly, if he
were looking on with human reasoning, there was no way this battle could be won without supernatural intervention.
Joshua seemed fearless and firm in his stance. How could this be with such adversity before him? He was committed
to, trusted, and was obedient to the commands of the Lord. He had obediently saturated himself in the precepts set
forth by the Lord of his life. In Joshua 1:7, God instructed him to be strong and courageous, obeying all the laws of
which Moses had commanded. He took these commands seriously, keeping his eyes on the ability of the Lord and
not his own strength or in human reasoning. Evident by his actions, his belief system was built on a resolute, stable,
and firm foundation in the Lord (Matthew 7:24-25).

Joshua looks up and is undeterred by the appearance of the sword-bearing commander of the Lord’s army. He
approaches the situation with confidence asking if he is for or against them (verse 13). This seems like a reasonable
question to ask, but the response was, “no” to both accounts. It was important for Joshua to understand that there
was no human side to be taken. He was to be on God’s side. This was a battle that would be won by the power of God



Himself, not by the resources found in any army of this world. God would invite His people to participate but the
victor had already been decided. The Lord had come to fulfill his promise to His people. Joshua’s response was one
of reverence and humility. He knew that the One that held the absolute power to unleash heaven’s armies stood
before him. Responding to the holiness before him, he fell on his face and worshiped the Almighty God. He
surrendered to the authority of the Lord and desired to know His commands and direction. He was immediately
obedient when instructed to remove his sandals knowing his need for cleanliness and complete submission before
the Lord. He was right where God wanted him to be, totally surrendered to His will and commands.

I, too, have experienced the faithfulness of God and the wonderful fruits of abiding in and trusting Him. This passage
is a great reminder of the fact that knowing Him and surrendering to His will provides the strength and peace I need
and long for each day. His strength and peace dissipate quickly when I foolishly attempt to do things in my own
strength or create my own peace.

Questions:

1. Are you in a place you see as comfortable and safe? Are you willing to step out of your comfort zone and
trust God with what seems to be impossible?

2. Do your thoughts and actions during times of adversity reflect that you stand on the firm foundation of Christ?
If not, what are some steps you can take to repair your belief system?

3. Joshua’s actions reflect a heart of total submission to the Lord, as his commander. Do your thoughts and
actions reflect a proper respect, reverence, and submission to God? Are you allowing Him to be the
commander of your life?


