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1 When all the nation had finished passing over the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua, 2 “Take twelve men from the

people, from each tribe a man, 3 and command them, saying, ‘Take twelve stones from here out of the midst of the

Jordan, from the very place where the priests' feet stood firmly, and bring them over with you and lay them down in

the place where you lodge tonight.’” 4 Then Joshua called the twelve men from the people of Israel, whom he had

appointed, a man from each tribe. 5 And Joshua said to them, “Pass on before the ark of the Lord your God into the

midst of the Jordan, and take up each of you a stone upon his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the

people of Israel, 6 that this may be a sign among you. When your children ask in time to come, ‘What do those stones

mean to you?’ 7 then you shall tell them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of

the Lord. When it passed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. So these stones shall be to the

people of Israel a memorial forever.”

8 And the people of Israel did just as Joshua commanded and took up twelve stones out of the midst of the Jordan,

according to the number of the tribes of the people of Israel, just as the Lord told Joshua. And they carried them over

with them to the place where they lodged and laid them down there. 9 And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst

of the Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the covenant had stood; and they are there

to this day. 10 For the priests bearing the ark stood in the midst of the Jordan until everything was finished that the

Lord commanded Joshua to tell the people, according to all that Moses had commanded Joshua.

The people passed over in haste. 11 And when all the people had finished passing over, the ark of the Lord and the

priests passed over before the people. 12 The sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh

passed over armed before the people of Israel, as Moses had told them. 13 About 40,000 ready for war passed over

before the Lord for battle, to the plains of Jericho. 14 On that day the Lord exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel, and

they stood in awe of him just as they had stood in awe of Moses, all the days of his life.



15 And the Lord said to Joshua, 16 “Command the priests bearing the ark of the testimony to come up out of the

Jordan.” 17 So Joshua commanded the priests, “Come up out of the Jordan.” 18 And when the priests bearing the ark

of the covenant of the Lord came up from the midst of the Jordan, and the soles of the priests' feet were lifted up on

dry ground, the waters of the Jordan returned to their place and overflowed all its banks, as before.

19 The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they encamped at Gilgal on the

east border of Jericho. 20 And those twelve stones, which they took out of the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. 21 And

he said to the people of Israel, “When your children ask their fathers in times to come, ‘What do these stones mean?’

22 then you shall let your children know, ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.’ 23 For the Lord your God

dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you passed over, as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which he

dried up for us until we passed over, 24 so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the Lord is

mighty, that you may fear the Lord your God forever.”
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I am not always a sentimentalist. I don’t keep everything. I’ve got a general rule: if I haven’t used it in a year, it’s got to
go, but there are some things that hold a special place in my heart. My husband once brought me a burr oak acorn
after a walk in the woods. If you know about these, you understand how rare it is to find the acorn with the burr cup
attached. I treasured it, not just because it was special, but because my husband knew I would appreciate the
thoughts he had for me.

When I think about these memorial stones, I feel the same way. Each one was carved with a statement of proof that
these tribes belonged to The Most High (Deuteronomy 27:2-3). They were a visible reminder that these tribes
belonged to The Most High God. The Lord is thoughtful. He wants to share intimacy with us. He wants us to think
about, remember, and tell the stories of his miraculous power and profound love with our children (Joshua 4:21-22).
He set the memory in stone to prove to the entire world how much The Most High God is always thinking about His
children and how humanity can embrace that love through a simple heart posture (Joshua 4:24). It’s amazing to me
how much of the significance of these stones echo the covenant that was in the ark while crossing the Jordan with



the presence of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17), the Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4-5), and connect to the most
important commandment of all (Mark 12:29-31).

Before launching his battle, Joshua the brave (“Yeshua” in Hebrew), obediently crossed the Jordan and placed the
memorial stones as he was told. Interestingly, this occurred in the same river where John baptizes Jesus (Matthew
3:13). I don’t think it is a coincidence. Jesus, our Yeshua and the Ultimate Warrior, arrived at the location of the
memorial, but this time He had a different battle tactic with a heart posture we should always be striving for.

All these years later, I still have my burr oak acorn. I don’t look at it often, but what I have realized is anytime I am
hiking and see them, I think of my husband and his desire to connect with me. He probably doesn’t even know that he
planted a special memory in my heart. I think this is what God was doing, planting the image of his powerful devotion
to his children in our hearts forever. We don’t have to see the stones to be reminded of the sentiment behind them.

Questions:

1. Where will you choose to see symbols of God’s loving devotion today?

2. Joshua knew this was on the horizon but waited for the Lord’s instruction (Deuteronomy 27:2; Joshua 4:1).
What areas in your life do you push forward without waiting on the Lord?

3. Identify some of the details in your life that cause you to lose the “big picture” of God’s love and commitment
for you. Ask God to help you stay focused on the journey ahead as you walk with Him.


