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1 Then Joshua rose early in the morning and they set out from Shittim. And they came to the Jordan, he and all the

people of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. 2 At the end of three days the officers went through the

camp 3 and commanded the people, “As soon as you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God being carried

by the Levitical priests, then you shall set out from your place and follow it. 4 Yet there shall be a distance between

you and it, about 2,000 cubits in length. Do not come near it, in order that you may know the way you shall go, for you

have not passed this way before.” 5 Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord

will do wonders among you.” 6 And Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on before

the people.” So they took up the ark of the covenant and went before the people.

7 The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was

with Moses, so I will be with you. 8 And as for you, command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, ‘When you

come to the brink of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.’” 9 And Joshua said to the people of

Israel, “Come here and listen to the words of the Lord your God.” 10 And Joshua said, “Here is how you shall know that

the living God is among you and that he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, the Hittites, the

Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites. 11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord

of all the earth is passing over before you into the Jordan. 12 Now therefore take twelve men from the tribes of Israel,

from each tribe a man. 13 And when the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the



earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and the waters

coming down from above shall stand in one heap.”

14 So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan with the priests bearing the ark of the

covenant before the people, 15 and as soon as those bearing the ark had come as far as the Jordan, and the feet of

the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the water (now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout

the time of harvest), 16 the waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap very far away, at Adam, the

city that is beside Zarethan, and those flowing down toward the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut

off. And the people passed over opposite Jericho. 17 Now the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the Lord

stood firmly on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan, and all Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the nation

finished passing over the Jordan.
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In the eighteenth century, a protestant preacher named Samuel Stennett wrote a poem that would later become a
tune called “Promised Land.” In it he wrote:

On Jordan's stormy banks I stand,
And cast a wishful eye
To Canaan's fair and happy land,
Where my possessions lie.

I am bound for the promised land,
I am bound for the promised land;
O who will come and go with me?
I am bound for the promised land.



For the Christian, this has a metaphorical meaning. It can be said that we are in our “wilderness wanderings” on our
way to the “promised land,” that wonderful eternity with our Lord. But, for the Israelites, this is not the case. As the
people of God finally stood on the eastern banks of the Jordan and gazed across to the land promised to their
forefathers’ generations, they were not gazing upon a “fair and happy land,” at least not in the immediate sense.
Promised Land? Flowing with milk and honey? Yes. But for them, at first, it will be marked by warfare, struggle, and
suffering. Men will die there. They will experience victory as well as defeat, and these will be contingent upon their
obedience to the Lord.

Forty years have passed. A generation has gone and a new generation has come. New leadership in Joshua is set and
will soon be established for he will be exalted in the sight of all the people (verse 7). No doubt the people have heard
the stories of awe and wonder, and the mighty works of their God. Some might also remember the stories of
weakness and disobedience. In verse 5, Joshua for the first time addresses the people and tells them to “consecrate
themselves” paralleling Moses’ command from the Lord to consecrate the people before the giving of the Law
(Exodus 19:10-11). Here instead of the giving of the Law, the people are to consecrate themselves “for tomorrow the
Lord will do wonders (miracles, amazing things) among you.” Again, there are likely some that remember crossing the
Red Sea; definitely Joshua, and Caleb.

With the surety of God’s presence, Joshua assures the people that it is the Lord that goes before them. In Verses 9-11
Joshua tells the people, “Come here and listen to the words of the Lord your God...Here is how you shall know that
the living God is among you...Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is passing before you.” No
longer by a pillar of cloud and fire will the Lord lead his people, but instead by His personal presence symbolized in
the ark always going before them, and always carried along by none other than the priests. We should note that the
ark of the covenant is mentioned 10 times in chapter 3, and 9 of those times it is spoken of as being carried by the
priests.

As believers, we do have an eternity in heaven “promised” to us and we are not there yet. It is imperative for us today,
just as they did then, to look back at what the Lord did for his people, but also look forward with anticipation of what
is to come. Just as with the Israelites, spiritual preparation for spiritual warfare is going to outweigh any military
preparation for physical warfare. For our battle is not against flesh and blood (Ephesians 6:12). Though we need not
worry or fear for we have a new and established leader, Jesus, who will be exalted in the sight of all the people
(Philippians 2:9-11). And we have the very personal presence of the Lord, His Spirit, that is still carried along by none
other than His priesthood, us. So may we take His lead and faithfully wade off into the waters and watch and see the
wonders he will do among us!



Questions:

1. Are you trusting God’s presence to go before you in a current situation or struggle or are you still “wandering
in the wilderness”? If not, ask God to increase your faith. (See Mark 9:24, Luke 17:5.)

2. What are you currently carrying that you need to put down in order to walk more freely in the presence of the
Lord?

3. Is there an area you feel God is calling you to step out into that you should begin consecrating yourself for? If
so, share that with your Journey Group or other community to help establish your steps.


