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1 And Joshua the son of Nun sent two men secretly from Shittim as spies, saying, “Go, view the land, especially

Jericho.” And they went and came into the house of a prostitute whose name was Rahab and lodged there. 2 And it

was told to the king of Jericho, “Behold, men of Israel have come here tonight to search out the land.” 3 Then the king

of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have come to you, who entered your house, for they have

come to search out all the land.” 4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. And she said, “True, the

men came to me, but I did not know where they were from. 5 And when the gate was about to be closed at dark, the

men went out. I do not know where the men went. Pursue them quickly, for you will overtake them.” 6 But she had

brought them up to the roof and hid them with the stalks of flax that she had laid in order on the roof. 7 So the men

pursued after them on the way to the Jordan as far as the fords. And the gate was shut as soon as the pursuers had

gone out. 8 Before the men lay down, she came up to them on the roof 9 and said to the men, “I know that the Lord

has given you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land melt away

before you. 10 For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of

Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you

devoted to destruction. 11 And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any man

because of you, for the Lord your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath. 12 Now then,

please swear to me by the Lord that, as I have dealt kindly with you, you also will deal kindly with my father's house,

and give me a sure sign 13 that you will save alive my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong

to them, and deliver our lives from death.” 14 And the men said to her, “Our life for yours even to death! If you do not

tell this business of ours, then when the Lord gives us the land we will deal kindly and faithfully with you.” 15 Then

she let them down by a rope through the window, for her house was built into the city wall, so that she lived in the

wall. 16 And she said to them, “Go into the hills, or the pursuers will encounter you, and hide there three days until the

pursuers have returned. Then afterward you may go your way.” 17 The men said to her, “We will be guiltless with

respect to this oath of yours that you have made us swear. 18 Behold, when we come into the land, you shall tie this

scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down, and you shall gather into your house your father and



mother, your brothers, and all your father's household. 19 Then if anyone goes out of the doors of your house into the

street, his blood shall be on his own head, and we shall be guiltless. But if a hand is laid on anyone who is with you in

the house, his blood shall be on our head. 20 But if you tell this business of ours, then we shall be guiltless with

respect to your oath that you have made us swear.” 21 And she said, “According to your words, so be it.” Then she sent

them away, and they departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the window. 22 They departed and went into the hills

and remained there three days until the pursuers returned, and the pursuers searched all along the way and found

nothing. 23 Then the two men returned. They came down from the hills and passed over and came to Joshua the son

of Nun, and they told him all that had happened to them. 24 And they said to Joshua, “Truly the Lord has given all the

land into our hands. And also, all the inhabitants of the land melt away because of us.”
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There is no getting around the fact that Rahab was a prostitute. The Hebrew word “zanah” means “harlot.” This

woman not only had a successful business running an inn, but also made a business selling herself. While she may

have been financially stable with her income from the inn and her “illicit activities,” the life she lived showed that her

spirit was bankrupt.

Then something happened. Rahab heard about the God of a people that had been freed from Egyptian slavery, that

this God had parted the sea to help them escape, and this storm of people was coming her way. The people of

Jericho and Canaan were terrified of the storm coming for them. Rahab was not. She knew for a fact that there is a

God in heaven and on earth, and He was with these people called Israel (verse 11). She knew that through the God of

the Israelites, her life and the life of her family could be saved (verses 12-13).

The spies promised that they would honor her request to save her and her family after she saved their lives. This

woman’s family was about to be blessed by being accepted into the chosen people of God. But why them? In



Deuteronomy 20:16-18, God says: “But in the cities of these peoples that the Lord your God is giving you for an

inheritance, you shall save alive nothing that breathes, but you shall devote them to complete destruction, the

Hittites and the Amorites, the Canaanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, as the Lord your God has

commanded, that they may not teach you to do according to all their abominable practices that they have done for

their gods, and so you sin against the Lord your God.” The Lord told the Israelites to kill only the fighting men of the

cities outside the Promised Land. But inside the Promised Land, all that breathed was to be destroyed. God knew that

the Israelites’ faith could be shaken by the people of this land.

So, why were Rahab and her family spared? Their faith was in the Lord. In fear, the rest of Jericho rebelled against

God’s people. Rahab and her family, on the other hand, chose obedience to God. Paul wrote, “There is neither Jew nor

Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28).

God does not play favorites with those that have faith in Him. His favorites are all those who have faith in Him. Of

course, they did not have Christ then, but God honors a broken (humble) and contrite (remorseful) heart (Psalm 51:17).

This is the kind of heart Rahab had to offer. Sin and idolatry only take from your life. God takes our brokenness and

makes us whole and new (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Through Rahab’s faithfulness and lineage, we get the great King David (her great-grandson), but more importantly the

incarnation of Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:1-16). A prostitute by profession and a Canaanite by birth, Rahab became one of

the heroines of our faith by choosing to forsake all else and follow the living God (Hebrews 11:31). Today, we are never

too far gone to accept the forgiveness of God offered through the blood of His son, Jesus Christ.

Questions:

1. Are you like Rahab, giving your entire life over to the hands of God? Or like those of Jericho, choosing to rebel
and fight?

2. Read Hebrews 11. What other people were saved by their faith rather than their actions?

3. If the Lord can use Rahab, He can use you. What area in your life do you need to walk in obedience to the
Lord?


