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14“Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers

served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this

day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the

Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”

16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods, 17 for it is the

LORD our God who brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did

those great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom

we passed. 18 And the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we

also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.”

19 But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will

not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 20 If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and

do you harm and consume you, after having done you good.” 21 And the people said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve

the LORD.” 22 Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD, to

serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” 23 He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and

incline your heart to the LORD, the God of Israel.” 24 And the people said to Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve,

and his voice we will obey.” 25 So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and put in place statutes and

rules for them at Shechem. 26 And Joshua wrote these words in the Book of the Law of God. And he took a large

stone and set it up there under the terebinth that was by the sanctuary of the LORD. 27 And Joshua said to all the

people, “Behold, this stone shall be a witness against us, for it has heard all the words of the LORD that he spoke to us.

Therefore it shall be a witness against you, lest you deal falsely with your God.” 28 So Joshua sent the people away,

every man to his inheritance.
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It seems like only a few years, but in reality, it has been decades in the rear view mirror since I entered into a covenant
relationship with my bride. The two of us made vows of commitment and dedication to each other. I have, I am, and I
will remain committed and dedicated to this woman. Despite the rising and falling of circumstances in life, one thing
remains constant and dependable: our commitment to one another. We are in fact, one flesh as the Bible tells us six
times.

This last chapter in Joshua is telling the Israelites, along with you and I today, a similar message. These scriptures are
telling us to covenant with God. These verses are challenging us to serve God exclusively. We are to put away the
gods of others and serve Him and Him alone in sincerity and in truth. Hebrews 12:1 tells us “Therefore, since we are
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and
let us run with endurance the race that is set before us”

The English verb in our translation uses a future tense as if to make a future choice in whom you shall serve. The
Hebrew tense expresses a continuous action. Like I previously mentioned that “I have, I am, and I will remain
committed and dedicated to my wife”. The challenge for us is have we, are we, and will we have a level of
commitment that is steadfast and immovable (Psalm 112:7; Proverbs 4:26; 1 Peter 5:10)?

God is asking for you to make a choice. He is requesting for you to make a choice. In essence He is saying, “Choose
me or choose another.” Revelation 3:16 says, “So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you
out of my mouth.” The one thing I would never want to do is to make God so sick of me, that he would vomit on my
account.  Make a choice.

Choose God or choose your alternative is the warning of Joshua. But it is also implied by the Anointed One as well.
Jesus asked the twelve disciples a similar question in John 6:67-68. “So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go
away as well?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life,” Jesus
was challenging those 12 men to choose this day whom you shall serve.



Questions:

1. Are you choosing the LORD Jesus or is there an alternative god in your life?

2. If someone were to look at where you spend your time, your money, your talents, your energy, would those
things represent your choice of serving the one true God, or another?

3. Be transparent with your Journey Group or other biblical community regarding your struggles in serving God
at a covenant commitment level.


