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1 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the

officers of Israel. And they presented themselves before God. 2 And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the

Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Long ago, your fathers lived beyond the Euphrates, Terah, the father of Abraham and of

Nahor; and they served other gods. 3 Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all

the land of Canaan, and made his offspring many. I gave him Isaac. 4 And to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. And I gave

Esau the hill country of Seir to possess, but Jacob and his children went down to Egypt. 5 And I sent Moses and

Aaron, and I plagued Egypt with what I did in the midst of it, and afterward I brought you out. 6 “‘Then I brought your

fathers out of Egypt, and you came to the sea. And the Egyptians pursued your fathers with chariots and horsemen to

the Red Sea. 7 And when they cried to the Lord, he put darkness between you and the Egyptians and made the sea

come upon them and cover them; and your eyes saw what I did in Egypt. And you lived in the wilderness a long time.

8 Then I brought you to the land of the Amorites, who lived on the other side of the Jordan. They fought with you, and

I gave them into your hand, and you took possession of their land, and I destroyed them before you. 9 Then Balak the

son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and fought against Israel. And he sent and invited Balaam the son of Beor to curse

you, 10 but I would not listen to Balaam. Indeed, he blessed you. So I delivered you out of his hand. 11 And you went

over the Jordan and came to Jericho, and the leaders of Jericho fought against you, and also the Amorites, the

Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. And I gave them into your hand.

12 And I sent the hornet before you, which drove them out before you, the two kings of the Amorites; it was not by

your sword or by your bow. 13 I gave you a land on which you had not labored and cities that you had not built, and

you dwell in them. You eat the fruit of vineyards and olive orchards that you did not plant.’
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As I read this passage, I started to picture a great gathering of everyone that had, on their shoulders, the fate of the
nation of Israel. All were gathered at the request of none other than the great general, Joshua son of Nun. This was
the type of request that no one would dare to miss. The days of this revered leader were quickly coming to an end,
and he wanted to convey a word from the Lord to the people. I’m sure that as they waited, many had their own ideas
of what these final words would be - possibly a military strategy, maybe he missed a portion of land and it needed to
be allocated, or perhaps, who was to be his successor.

As he began to address the gathering of Israel, Joshua spoke on behalf of the Lord, the God of Israel. The message
was a retelling of all that the Lord has done. He (God) had chosen Abram and bestowed promises and blessings upon
Him. His faithfulness continued for Isaac, Jacob, and even Esau. Joshua recounted what He (the Lord) even provided
in Egypt as a way of physical sustenance for his people. Then Joshua reminds them of a not-so-distant past where
their fathers were delivered from mighty Egypt and its powerful army. Lastly, he reminded them of the most recent
conquests that led them to take possession of the land on which they now lived.

But perhaps what was most impactful, is the repeated emphasis that it was God Himself who did all of those mighty
works. It wasn’t because Abram was anything special, or that Moses had so much to offer, or even the great military
strategies Joshua employed. It was because of God, not man.

This story reminds me of Ephesians 2:1-10. What was the condition in which I found myself when God’s love was
revealed to me? It was the sinful, and certainly undeserving, state my soul was in before knowing Christ as my Lord
and Savior. Not only am I now saved by His love and grace, but He also continues to grow me and shape me to be
more like Him. And if this wasn’t enough, He calls me his workmanship, not a mere by-product, but His workmanship.

As I see my life through the lens of this passage in Joshua, I don’t have to be the smartest guy in the room to see that
God’s love and redemption have zero to do with me and nothing to do with what I have to offer. It’s all because of the
great love in which He gave himself up for me (Ephesians. 5:2).

Let me finish by editing the title of this writing: “When God’s Faithfulness Depends on Me” “When does God’s
faithfulness depend on me?” Never.



Questions:

1. Spend a few minutes contemplating the state you were in before surrendering your life to Jesus and your
Lord.

2. Make a list of the people that God used to help you mature in your faith walk with the Lord and spend a few
minutes in prayer thanking God for the role they played.

3. Consider reaching out to one (or more) of the people on the list above to express your gratitude for the gift
you now enjoy.


