
BIBLE TEXT | JOSHUA 23:1-16
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 A long time afterward, when the Lord had given rest to Israel from all their surrounding enemies, and Joshua was
old and well advanced in years, 2 Joshua summoned all Israel, its elders and heads, its judges and officers, and said
to them, “I am now old and well advanced in years. 3 And you have seen all that the Lord your God has done to all
these nations for your sake, for it is the Lord your God who has fought for you. 4 Behold, I have allotted to you as an
inheritance for your tribes those nations that remain, along with all the nations that I have already cut off, from the
Jordan to the Great Sea in the west. 5 The Lord your God will push them back before you and drive them out of your
sight. And you shall possess their land, just as the Lord your God promised you. 6 Therefore, be very strong to keep
and to do all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, turning aside from it neither to the right hand nor to the
left, 7 that you may not mix with these nations remaining among you or make mention of the names of their gods or
swear by them or serve them or bow down to them, 8 but you shall cling to the Lord your God just as you have done
to this day. 9 For the Lord has driven out before you great and strong nations. And as for you, no man has been able
to stand before you to this day. 10 One man of you puts to flight a thousand, since it is the Lord your God who fights
for you, just as he promised you. 11 Be very careful, therefore, to love the Lord your God. 12 For if you turn back and
cling to the remnant of these nations remaining among you and make marriages with them, so that you associate
with them and they with you, 13 know for certain that the Lord your God will no longer drive out these nations before
you, but they shall be a snare and a trap for you, a whip on your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from
off this good ground that the Lord your God has given you. 14 “And now I am about to go the way of all the earth, and
you know in your hearts and souls, all of you, that not one word has failed of all the good things that the Lord your
God promised concerning you. All have come to pass for you; not one of them has failed. 15 But just as all the good
things that the Lord your God promised concerning you have been fulfilled for you, so the Lord will bring upon you all
the evil things, until he has destroyed you from off this good land that the Lord your God has given you, 16 if you
transgress the covenant of the Lord your God, which he commanded you, and go and serve other gods and bow
down to them. Then the anger of the Lord will be kindled against you, and you shall perish quickly from off the good
land that he has given to you.”
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Once upon a time, God loved a people very much. He named His people Israel. He rescued them from Egypt and
promised to make them His own treasured possession; a holy, set apart nation. He chose to dwell in the midst of His
people and to bring them into the promised land. He would be their God, and they, His people. In Exodus 24:6-8 Israel
responded, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” In spite of their resolve, they rebelled
against God. Even so, the Lord remained faithful to His promise. Their rebellion was not without consequence, but
eventually, under Joshua’s leadership, God’s people entered the promised land.

“A long time afterward, when the Lord had given rest to Israel from all their surrounding enemies, and Joshua was old
and well advanced in years, Joshua summoned all Israel…” (Joshua 23:1-2). He knew his time on earth was drawing to
a close. The gravity of his final words to the people weighed on his heart. He knew all too well that they were prone
to wander and reminded them how God had fought for them, pushing back their enemies. Joshua encouraged them
that an inheritance had been allotted for each tribe - the nations that remain, along with all the nations the Lord had
already cut off, from the Jordan to the Great Sea in the west. He assured them that they would indeed possess all the
land, just as the Lord had promised.

Then he cautioned the people. Joshua 23:8 admonishes, “cling to the LORD your God just as you have done to this
day.” Conversely, he warns Israel to not “cling to the remnant of the nations remaining among you and make
marriages with them, so that you associate with them and they with you” (Joshua 23:12). Joshua was aware that he
was about to die. He insisted that not one of God’s promises had failed. But he warned that if Israel turned away from
God “the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you, and you shall perish quickly from off the good land that he
has given to you” (Joshua 23:6).

His warning sounds across centuries to speak to my heart - my heart that’s prone to leave the God I love. Once upon
a time, God loved a girl very much. He called me Sherry, beloved. God faithfully kept His promise to lead, guide, and
protect me, yet still, I wandered from Him and trusted in myself instead of my Creator. At my lowest point, He took
me by the hand and led me out of Egypt. His steadfast love never failed me. He brought me to the promised land and
gave my heart rest. It is my desire and resolve to cling to the Lord; to “destroy arguments and every lofty opinion
raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5).



Questions:

1. What is your Egypt? Name it.

2. Ask God to show you your deliverance passage. Memorize it.

3. What are you clinging to that isn’t God? Let it go.


