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10 And when they came to the region of the Jordan that is in the land of Canaan, the people of Reuben and the

people of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh built there an altar by the Jordan, an altar of imposing size. 11 And the

people of Israel heard it said, “Behold, the people of Reuben and the people of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh

have built the altar at the frontier of the land of Canaan, in the region about the Jordan, on the side that belongs to

the people of Israel.” 12 And when the people of Israel heard of it, the whole assembly of the people of Israel

gathered at Shiloh to make war against them. 13 Then the people of Israel sent to the people of Reuben and the

people of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh, in the land of Gilead, Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, 14 and

with him ten chiefs, one from each of the tribal families of Israel, every one of them the head of a family among the

clans of Israel. 15 And they came to the people of Reuben, the people of Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, in the

land of Gilead, and they said to them, 16 “Thus says the whole congregation of the Lord, ‘What is this breach of faith

that you have committed against the God of Israel in turning away this day from following the Lord by building

yourselves an altar this day in rebellion against the Lord? 17 Have we not had enough of the sin at Peor from which

even yet we have not cleansed ourselves, and for which there came a plague upon the congregation of the Lord, 18

that you too must turn away this day from following the Lord? And if you too rebel against the Lord today then

tomorrow he will be angry with the whole congregation of Israel. 19 But now, if the land of your possession is

unclean, pass over into the Lord's land where the Lord's tabernacle stands, and take for yourselves a possession

among us. Only do not rebel against the Lord or make us as rebels by building for yourselves an altar other than the

altar of the Lord our God. 20 Did not Achan the son of Zerah break faith in the matter of the devoted things, and wrath

fell upon all the congregation of Israel? And he did not perish alone for his iniquity.’” 21 Then the people of Reuben,

the people of Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh said in answer to the heads of the families of Israel, 22 “The Mighty

One, God, the Lord! The Mighty One, God, the Lord! He knows; and let Israel itself know! If it was in rebellion or in

breach of faith against the Lord, do not spare us today 23 for building an altar to turn away from following the Lord. Or

if we did so to offer burnt offerings or grain offerings or peace offerings on it, may the Lord himself take vengeance.



24 No, but we did it from fear that in time to come your children might say to our children, ‘What have you to do with

the Lord, the God of Israel? 25 For the Lord has made the Jordan a boundary between us and you, you people of

Reuben and people of Gad. You have no portion in the Lord.’ So your children might make our children cease to

worship the Lord. 26 Therefore we said, ‘Let us now build an altar, not for burnt offering, nor for sacrifice, 27 but to be

a witness between us and you, and between our generations after us, that we do perform the service of the Lord in

his presence with our burnt offerings and sacrifices and peace offerings, so your children will not say to our children

in time to come, “You have no portion in the Lord.”’ 28 And we thought, ‘If this should be said to us or to our

descendants in time to come, we should say, “Behold, the copy of the altar of the Lord, which our fathers made, not

for burnt offerings, nor for sacrifice, but to be a witness between us and you.”’ 29 Far be it from us that we should

rebel against the Lord and turn away this day from following the Lord by building an altar for burnt offering, grain

offering, or sacrifice, other than the altar of the Lord our God that stands before his tabernacle!” 30 When Phinehas

the priest and the chiefs of the congregation, the heads of the families of Israel who were with him, heard the words

that the people of Reuben and the people of Gad and the people of Manasseh spoke, it was good in their eyes. 31

And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest said to the people of Reuben and the people of Gad and the people of

Manasseh, “Today we know that the Lord is in our midst, because you have not committed this breach of faith against

the Lord. Now you have delivered the people of Israel from the hand of the Lord.” 32 Then Phinehas the son of

Eleazar the priest, and the chiefs, returned from the people of Reuben and the people of Gad in the land of Gilead to

the land of Canaan, to the people of Israel, and brought back word to them. 33 And the report was good in the eyes

of the people of Israel. And the people of Israel blessed God and spoke no more of making war against them to

destroy the land where the people of Reuben and the people of Gad were settled. 34 The people of Reuben and the

people of Gad called the altar Witness, “For,” they said, “it is a witness between us that the Lord is God.”
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Have you ever had good intentions that, through a misunderstanding, turned into something it was never meant to
be?

This is where we find the tribes of Israel. The eastern and western tribes are about to go to war over a
misunderstanding. The tribes to the west of the Jordan River have heard that the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the
half-tribe of Manasseh have built a new altar. It is only after they have had a chance to speak their thoughts that
peace is renewed, and a bond for the future has been formed.

So many times, we hear that something was said or something was done, and our righteous indignation flares up to
rival Phinehas, the son of Eleazar’s own (Numbers 25). But unlike the son of the priest, we are usually fighting out of a
sense of discomfort or selfishness. James 1:19-20 says, “Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to
hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger; for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God.” When we
react based on our feelings, it can have dire consequences.

Had Phinehas reacted in this passage like he did in Numbers 25, the two and a half-tribes east of the Jordan may
have been destroyed. But Phinehas’s goal this time was to make peace, and bring possibly wandering brothers back
into a right relationship with God. Jesus Christ says in Matthew 5:9, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called sons of God.”

When we react before thinking, we usually hurt those we are reacting against. When we slow down, take a few deep
breaths, and learn what is really going on, we can deal with things in a peaceful, loving manner. Whether we are
dealing with a family member, a church member, or a stranger that bumped into our cart at the grocery store, calm
and peaceful is the way to go. It is always better to believe the best of the “offender”. Proverbs 15:1 says, “A soft
answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.”

The same is true when we are being accused. Do you cry out to God for your defense as the eastern tribes did in
verse 22 of the passage? Even praise Him? We would do well to seek the Lord when we are accused.

Matthew 5:11 says, “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you
falsely on my account.” It is when we face that persecution with praise that the Lord is glorified. 1 Peter 3:15-16 says,



“but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you
for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that,
when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.” Just as the eastern
tribes praised the mighty God and called on His name as their defense, we, as believers in Jesus Christ, can call on
His name to be our defense.

Questions:

1. Has a misunderstanding ever led you to be wrongly accused? What was your reaction?

2. When you are opposed or accused, do you stop to pray to the Lord before speaking?

3. Do you tend to believe the best or the worst of others?


