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1 At that time Joshua summoned the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, 2 and said to them,
“You have kept all that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you and have obeyed my voice in all that I have
commanded you. 3 You have not forsaken your brothers these many days, down to this day, but have been careful to
keep the charge of the Lord your God. 4 And now the Lord your God has given rest to your brothers, as he promised
them. Therefore turn and go to your tents in the land where your possession lies, which Moses the servant of the
Lord gave you on the other side of the Jordan. 5 Only be very careful to observe the commandment and the law that
Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, to love the Lord your God, and to walk in all his ways and to keep his
commandments and to cling to him and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul.” 6 So Joshua blessed
them and sent them away, and they went to their tents. 7 Now to the one half of the tribe of Manasseh Moses had
given a possession in Bashan, but to the other half Joshua had given a possession beside their brothers in the land
west of the Jordan. And when Joshua sent them away to their homes and blessed them, 8 he said to them, “Go back
to your tents with much wealth and with very much livestock, with silver, gold, bronze, and iron, and with much
clothing. Divide the spoil of your enemies with your brothers.” 9 So the people of Reuben and the people of Gad and
the half-tribe of Manasseh returned home, parting from the people of Israel at Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan,
to go to the land of Gilead, their own land of which they had possessed themselves by command of the Lord through
Moses.

DEVOTIONAL FOR JOSHUA 22:1-9
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AUTHOR: CAROLINE FOGLE

To fully understand this passage we should look back to the book of Numbers, chapter 32, when the tribes of
Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh asked for the land east of the Jordan River. The tribes of Reuben and
Gad see that the land east of the Jordan is good for livestock and immediately disregard the inheritance God had for
them west of the Jordan in the promised land. This understandably upset Moses. He felt that they were turning away
from God and shirking their responsibility to God and the other tribes to cross the Jordan, and help to conquer the
promised land. It seemed that the tribes of Reuben and Gad were content with less than all that God had promised
them. Nevertheless, a compromise was struck. The tribes promised to set up their livestock and cities on the eastern



banks of the Jordan and then cross over with the other nine and a half-tribes. They would fight with them until the
land was conquered and each tribe had its inheritance.

Fast forward to Joshua 22. The two and a half-tribes have fulfilled the terms of their agreement. They fought
alongside the other tribes (Joshua 4:12) and stayed west of the Jordan for a total of seven years. They obeyed God,
Moses, and Joshua, and were faithful to their word. Because of their faithfulness, Joshua blesses them and sends
them back to their land east of the Jordan with the spoils of war (verse 8). These two-and-a-half tribes were tempted
by the good that their eyes saw, instead of the best that God had for them in the promised land across the Jordan
River. God still blessed them because of their obedience and faithfulness to fight alongside their brothers, but it
wasn’t God’s initial plan for them. Isaiah 55:8-9 tells us that God’s thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are His ways
our ways. God’s best plan was for all twelve tribes to settle together west of the Jordan where they could worship
together and protect one another. We see in 1 Chronicles 5:26 that the tribes east of the Jordan were the first to fall to
the Assyrians about ten years before they began their invasion of the land west of the Jordan.

Oftentimes we see things in life that we think are good. They could be good for our family, good for our career, or
good financial moves, but they might not be God’s best for us. So how do we know what God’s plan is for us? 1
Thessalonians 5:16-18 says that God’s will for all believers is to be joyful, pray, and give thanks. That’s a great place to
start. Romans 12:1-2 tells us to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, to not conform to the world, and to be
transformed. In that, we will be able to know what God’s will is. Finally, 2 Timothy 3:16-17 shows us that the study of
God’s word fully equips us for every good work.

Questions:

1. The Reubenites, Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh followed through on their commitment to help the
tribes of Israel conquer the land west of the Jordan even though it was a long and hard process. Do you
follow through on your commitments even when they are tough?

2. Has there been a time when you made a decision that you thought was in your best interest only to realize
later that it wasn’t God’s best for you?

3. What decisions are you facing right now in your life? Have you sought after God’s will in those areas or just
trusted your own instincts in what you feel is good? How can you be sure to seek God in each decision?


