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1 Then the heads of the fathers' houses of the Levites came to Eleazar the priest and to Joshua the son of Nun and to

the heads of the fathers' houses of the tribes of the people of Israel. 2 And they said to them at Shiloh in the land of

Canaan, “The Lord commanded through Moses that we be given cities to dwell in, along with their pasturelands for

our livestock.” 3 So by command of the Lord the people of Israel gave to the Levites the following cities and

pasturelands out of their inheritance. 4 The lot came out for the clans of the Kohathites. So those Levites who were

descendants of Aaron the priest received by lot from the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin, thirteen cities. 5 And

the rest of the Kohathites received by lot from the clans of the tribe of Ephraim, from the tribe of Dan and the

half-tribe of Manasseh, ten cities. 6 The Gershonites received by lot from the clans of the tribe of Issachar, from the

tribe of Asher, from the tribe of Naphtali, and from the half-tribe of Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen cities. 7 The

Merarites according to their clans received from the tribe of Reuben, the tribe of Gad, and the tribe of Zebulun,

twelve cities. 8 These cities and their pasturelands the people of Israel gave by lot to the Levites, as the Lord had

commanded through Moses. 9 Out of the tribe of the people of Judah and the tribe of the people of Simeon they

gave the following cities mentioned by name, 10 which went to the descendants of Aaron, one of the clans of the

Kohathites who belonged to the people of Levi; since the lot fell to them first. 11 They gave them Kiriath-arba (Arba

being the father of Anak), that is Hebron, in the hill country of Judah, along with the pasturelands around it. 12 But the

fields of the city and its villages had been given to Caleb the son of Jephunneh as his possession.

13 And to the descendants of Aaron the priest they gave Hebron, the city of refuge for the manslayer, with its

pasturelands, Libnah with its pasturelands, 14 Jattir with its pasturelands, Eshtemoa with its pasturelands, 15 Holon

with its pasturelands, Debir with its pasturelands, 16 Ain with its pasturelands, Juttah with its pasturelands,

Beth-shemesh with its pasturelands—nine cities out of these two tribes; 17 then out of the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon

with its pasturelands, Geba with its pasturelands, 18 Anathoth with its pasturelands, and Almon with its

pasturelands—four cities. 19 The cities of the descendants of Aaron, the priests, were in all thirteen cities with their

pasturelands.
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The Levites are the last to be discussed as far as any portion of the land is concerned. Not only were they last, but
they were not getting any land. If you were to take that into a family scenario and there was one child that was
singled out to not get anything, they would feel incredibly ripped off. But there was one tribe out of the twelve that
was given no inheritance, at least on the surface. What they would receive was to be something completely separate
and different. The Levites' inheritance was God Himself (Joshua 13:33).

The Lord bestowed a blessing on this tribe when He separated them. The first thing He said is they were set apart to
carry the ark of the covenant of the Lord. In other words, their first calling really was to carry the holiness and the
presence of God, which was represented by the ark of the covenant. They were singled out for this task. No one else
could carry the ark but this family of Levi (Deuteronomy 10:8-9).

What is really interesting is that Levi was not always set apart to minister to the Lord and to pronounce His blessings.
In fact, once upon a time back in Genesis we read that Jacob, Levi’s father, actually cursed Levi and Simeon for the
evil deeds they did earlier in life (Genesis 34; 49:5-7). Paul tells us in Romans 3:23 that all of us are sinners too, and like
Simeon and Levi, our sin deserves death (Romans 6:23). But also like the tribe of Levi, we all have the opportunity to
have our lives redeemed by putting our faith in the Lord. What caused the Levites to be set apart was that they chose
faith in God and to be on His side when the Israelites worshiped the golden calf (Exodus 32:26). Their act of
obedience gave them favor with God.

When Jacob cursed Levi saying that his descendents would be spread throughout Israel, he was correct. They would
not have a portion of land as their own. Instead, in Joshua 21 we see that the tribe of Levi was spread throughout the
land. I personally think this was so the tribe of Levi could be an example of faithfulness for all to witness throughout
the land and to have a God-centered, ministry-minded influence in all of Israel. In a similar way, we as Christians are
His representatives to this sinful, broken world. We are a royal priesthood and we are to proclaim Him to others that
are in darkness as we once were (1 Peter 2:5, 9). We are to influence culture, not live in a utopian community with only
Christ followers. We are called to spread His gospel to those around us. I can relate to the Levites as I once was led
astray by things of this world. Because of the great love of Christ, I, too, have been redeemed and get to share in His
inheritance (Ephesians 1:11-14).



Questions:

1. When you first read that the Levites would receive no inheritance, what were your thoughts? Why is Christ a
better inheritance than land or possessions?

2. Read Psalm 16. What did David understand about his inheritance?

3. How are you doing at being a witness for Christ in your community, neighborhood, or workplace?


